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1. Introduction.

1.1. The Mande language family belongs to the Niger-Congo macro-
family. It includes up to 70 languages. The genetic distance among diffe-
rent Mande languages is comparable to that among Indo-European lan-
guages.

In comparative Mande studies the Southern group is usually neglec-
ted. Unfortunately, this situation is only but natural, as it is very much in
conformity with the degree of availability of the data on these languages.
Until recently, only Guro, Tura and Dan had more or less advanced gram-
matical descriptions, and dictionaries were published only for Guro, Gban
and Beng. The data on the other languages of the group were restricted
mainly to the short sketches and wordlists in [Prost 1953], which ignored
tones and important segmental phonological oppositions; a source of
more precise South Mande comparative data is [Halaoui et al. 1983].
There were two attempts of reconstruction of the Proto-Mande
consonants where South Mande data were taken into account. The first
one was undertaken by Konstantin Pozdniakov in his unpublished PhD
thesis [Pozdniakov 1978]. The second one belongs to Claire Grégoire
[Grégoire 1988] and deals with labial consonants. Despite the scarcity of
the data available and their insufficient accuracy, both these authors
achieved interesting results which remain valid, although new data make

1T wish to thank Anna Erman, Dmitry Idiatov, Tatiana Nikitina, Olga Kuzne-
tsova, Natalia Kuznetsova and Elena Perekhvalskaya for checking the data of
Dan-Blo (Erman), Tura (Idiatov), Wan (Nikitina), Guro (O. & N. Kuznetsova) and
Mwan (Perekhvalskaya). I am grateful to Thomas Bearth for his scholarly,
logistical and moral support in this study, and to Margrit Bolli for all her efforts
and her help, that made our work fruitful.



necessary some serious corrections (for a comparative analysis of
Grégoire's paper, see division 3.2.4.).

1.2. Since 2000, a considerable change took place. Within the frame-
work of the Swiss-Russian joint research project 'Mande Lexicology' sup-
ported by the Swiss National Foundation of Scientific Research (grant
SUBJ 062156.00), a team of Russian researchers and students
accomplished six field trips to Cote d'Ivoire working on grammars and
dictionaries of nearly all the languages of the South Mande group. Only a
part of the language data collected during the trips has been handled so
far, but even at the current stage, creation of a relatively reliable
comparative database became possible, from which stems the presented
reconstruction of the Proto-South Mande consonant system.

1.3. Before proceeding to the reconstruction, I am going to present a
short survey of the language group and the sources of the language data.
A preliminary genetic filiation of the languages of the group is represen-
ted on Diagram 1, which is based on my experience of work with these
languages and needs further elaboration. On this diagram, dotted lines
represent strong horizontal relationships between languages.

Diagram 1. Genetic tree of South Mande languages

Proto-South Mande

Gio Blo Gweeta Kla

1.3.1. The languages of the South Mande group, a subbranch of the
Eastern Mande branch of the Mande family, are located almost exclu-
sively in Cote d'Ivoire. The only exception is Mano, spoken mainly in the
north of Liberia, plus a small compact area at the extreme South of Gui-
nea. I used two language manuals of Mano: [DeZeeuw & Kruah 1981] and
[Neal et al. 1946], as well as my modest field notes for the Guinean dialect



of this language. Unfortunately, the data in [Becker-Donner 1965] are too
unreliable.

1.3.2. Dan is spoken by nearly one million of people in Liberia, Cote
d'Ivoire and in some single villages of Guinea. Being the largest language
of the group, it represents, in fact, a continuum of about 40 dialects only in
Cote d'Ivoire. In the course of the dialectological study by Summer
Institute of Linguistics in the late 1960s, it was decided that the
divergences between Dan dialects are considerable enough to elaborate
two literary norms. Eastern Dan is based on the Gweetaa dialect. The first
phonological study of this dialect was performed by Thomas Bearth and
Hugo Zemp [Bearth & Zemp 1967], this job was continued by Margrit
Bolli and Eva Flik; a grammatical description and dictionary work was
begun by my student Alyona Tcherdyntseva and continued by myself
(unfortunately, only a small part of the data collected has been handled;
my dictionary counts so far about 2100 entries). The Blo dialect is taken as
reference for the Western Dan. Its phonological study was performed by
Margrit Bolli and Eva Flik [Bolli & Flik 1973; Bolli 1976]. My student Anna
Erman continues to carry out a grammatical study of this dialect
(unfortunately, the unpublished dissertation of Eva Flik remains
inaccessible to us) and is also working on the Blo dictionary initiated by
Margrit Bolli. This dictionary is in a relatively advanced stage (more than
2800 well elaborated entries). Jean Doneux's grammar of the Ka dialect,
close to Blo, should also be mentioned [Doneux 1968]. The current name
for the Liberian variants of Dan is Gio. They might be close enough to
Western Dan, but for political reasons, a separate literary norm was
elaborated for Gio by missionaries.? There seems to be no dictionary or
reference grammar for Liberian Dan, therefore, its data will not be used
for the current study.

The Ivoirean dialects of Dan are currently referred to as Yakuba
(Yacouba). However, there is a Dan-speaking enclave in the North, in the
Kla area to the West of Touba, which stands apart. Speakers of local Dan
do not consider themselves «Yakuba», and my short study proved that
their variant is different enough from the Gweetaa dialect (not to speak
about Blo) to make mutual understanding difficult or even impossible.
For this reason, Kla can be considered as a separate language.

2 Tt is difficult to say anything about the state of the literacy and language
planning work in Liberia after the long civil war.



Thus, we deal, within the Dan entity, with at least three (closely
related) languages: Western Dan (Blo), Eastern Dan (Gweetaa), and Kla. If
we consider Gio a separate language, the number reaches four.

Occasionally, forms from other Dan dialects (from my field data) will
be given as well.

1.3.3. Tura is adjacent to Dan. Its dialects are not very divergent (at
least, those whose data are available). Its grammatical description is re-
presented in the works of Thomas Bearth [Bearth 1971, 1986, and nume-
rous articles] and of my student Dmitry Idiatov (most of them are not yet
published) who also works on a Tura dictionary. At the current stage, the
dictionary counts more than 2600 well elaborated entries.

1.3.4. Guro is next to Dan in what concerns the number of speakers
(about 330,000; according to other sources, about 450,000). Its dialects
must be rather divergent, but a study of the Guro dialectology is yet to be
done. So far, most of published data on this language stems from the
northern dialect group (the Zuénoula area; there are however some forms
from other dialects in Benoist's works). There is one typically «missionary
grammar» of Guro by Jean-Paul Benoist [Benoist 1969] and two medium-
size dictionaries, [Benoist 1977] and [Grégoire 1976]. Unfortunately, the
former makes no distinction between implosive 6 and explosive b, and the
latter marks this difference inconsistently and with errors; neither dis-
tinguishes between +ART and —ATR vowels. This flaw can be only partly
amended by the data from the phonological study by Le Saout [Le Saout
1979] and from my own data. The phonology of Guro has been dealt with
by H.-C. Grégoire [Grégoire 1976], Le Saout [Le Saout 1979] and myself
[Vydrin 2003]. Quite recently, Olga Kuznetsova and Natalia Kuznetsova
got involved in a phonological, morphological and lexicographical study
of Guro, which makes segmental and tonal transcription much more ad-
vanced.

1.3.5. Yaure is a language closely related to Guro (for some tonal
correspondences between both languages see [Vydrine 2003]). Some
central segments of its grammar and phonology are represented in
[B. Hopkins 1982, 1987; E.Hopkins 1987; Lautenschlager 1992]. These
publications provide, at the same time, some lexical data for comparative
work. Unfortunately, no dictionary is available so far.

1.3.6. Gban is a southern neighbor of Guro. Its phonological descri-
ption was done by Le Saout [Le Saout 1973]; at the same time, this work
contains a vocabulary of about 1000 units. This vocabulary was transfor-
med into electronic form by my colleague Alexandre Zheltov, who, un-



fortunately, had enhanced it with only a few forms from his own data
collected during two field trips. The dictionary work has been resumed
recently by my student Ekaterina Kotchmar.

1.3.7. Mwan is the western neighbour of Wan; the close interaction
between speakers of both languages results in a great number of mutual
borrowings. The main source for the Mwan data is a dictionary by my
colleague Elena Perekhvalskaya which presently counts more than 1450
entries.

1.3.8. Wan is spoken by a small language community to the north of
the Guro area. The data were collected by my student Tatiana Nikitina
who continues her work on Wan grammar and dictionary. The dictionary,
in its present form, counts more than 1450 well elaborated entries (it also
includes the data from the publications of predecessors).

1.3.9. Beng is the easternmost language of the group, geographically
isolated from the other South Mande languages and seemingly having
undergone the strongest (in the SM group) influence of Jula and Baule.
There is a Beng-English Dictionary [Gottlieb & Murphy 1995] which
provides rich anthropological data but contains numerous errors, especi-
ally in tonal notation. There is a phonological description by Wolfgang
Paesler [Paesler 1992] who also created an unpublished Beng dictionary in
electronic form. My student Denis Paperno has transformed this dicti-
onary into usable form, verified the transcription, grammar and semantics
of the words and added his own data collected during three visits to Cote
d'Ivoire (2004-2006). His dictionary counts today more than 2900 entries.

1.4. Some notes on the phonetic notation. The available descriptions use
different systems of tone marking. Maintaining all of them in one paper
would make the understanding difficult. For this reason, the International
Phonetic Alphabet marks will be used.

a) Level tones:

Name of 2-level systems | 3-level systems | 4-level systems 5-level
the tone (not (Guro, Dan-Blo, | (Gban, Yaure, systems
represented in | Wan, Mwan, | Tura, probably (Dan-
SM) Beng) Kla-Dan) Gweeta)
Extrahigh é é
High é é é €
Middle S S
Low e e e
Extralow e




b) Contour tones:

¢é — rising tone, é — falling tone. In the languages where two rising
tonemes are distinguished, ¢ is used for the mid-rising (MR) tone. In the
languages distinguishing two falling tones, ¢ is used for the mid-falling
(MF) tone.

According to the predominant practice for African languages, j is
used for the voiced palatal affricate 7 ¢ goes for the unvoiced palatal
affricate ¢; y stands for the palatal resonant j. ~ATR vowels in Guro and
Yaure will be designated, following the established practice of the current
orthography, with symbols for open vowels: + for j, ¢ for ¢, v for y, o for ¢.

1.5. The relevant rhythmic unit of South Mande languages is a foot,
which can be mono- or disyllabic. A foot is characterized by a high degree
of internal cohesion. The factors of the integrity of the foot are: tonal har-
mony (number of tonal combinations within a foot is limited); vocalic har-
mony (in a broader sense: only a limited number of vocalic combinations
within a foot is possible); nasal harmony (the entire foot is either nasal or
oral, with the exception of the final element -n which can belong to both
nasal or oral foot); consonantal harmony (realization of the foot-internal
alveolar consonant depends on the type of the foot-initial consonant).

In fact, foot is relevant in other Mande languages too, but in the
Southern group the degree of its internal cohesion is much higher than
elsewhere. One of the consequences is the strong tendency towards
reduction of the internal structure of the foot: in some contexts, foot-inter-
nal consonants are elided, in some others, interconsonantal vowels are
dropped. The inventory of foot-internal consonants in South Mande is
reduced (with some rare exceptions) to -I-, -w-, -y- and their nasal allo-
phones.

As demonstrated by Le Saout, nasal consonants in South Mande
languages (with the exception of Beng) have no phonological status. They
should be considered allophones of corresponding oral resonants or im-
plosives in the nasal context (i. e., in a nasal foot): /6/ = [6, m]; /d] =[d, n] or
[, n]; /n/ =1y, §, n); /w/ = [w, @, n]. Following the established practice, nasal
allophones of /6/ and /d/ will be designated by m and n.

A drastic reduction of the foot-internal consonants started most pro-
bably at the Proto-South Mande stage. Their reconstruction goes together
with the diachronic study of the evolution of the morphophonemics
which is outside the scope of this paper. Thus, only foot-initial consonants
will be the object of the current reconstruction.



2. Phonological systems of the South Mande languages

2.1.1. Dan-Blo [Bolli, Flik 1973].

Consonants:
P t k kw kp
b d g gw gb
f S
v z
b/m  dn  ypn w/W
1
Notes:

a) kw-, gw- accompany exclusively non-back vowels (the only excep-
tion seems to be gwAid ~ gwia 'taro, Colocasia exculenta'). It is highly pro-
bable that they can be traced back to combinations of k- and g- with back
vowels followed by non-back vowels (*qua > gwa, *que > gwe, etc.). Any-
way, in the modern language their phonemic status seems to be firmly
established, cf. kwlad 'tendon of animal' : kldd 'whip', gwe 'ceiba tree' : g€
'Guere (language, people)’, etc.

b) The foot-initial phoneme I- is established quite firmly. It accompa-
nies nasal vowels (144 'sort of pepper', 14 'sun’, 135 'worm') and therefore
stands apart from the row of resonants where oral and nasal consonants
constitute allophonic pairs.

Vowels:
Oral Nasal
i w u n i w a
e ¥ o
€ A ) € A )
2 a a 2 a a

The «nasal semi-vowel» 1) appears only at the end of feet; there is one
example of a foot represented by 7 only, it is the 1sg. non-subject pronoun
7). 1) carries a tone of its own.



Tones: Dan-Blo has 3 level and two modulated tones, mid-falling and
assimilated-falling. Each vowel of a foot carries a tone of its own, but the
number of combinations of tones within a foot is limited.

2.1.2. Dan-Gweetaa [Bearth, Zemp 1968; my field data].
The consonant system is identical to that of the Blo variant.

Vowels:
Oral Nasal
i w u ) i w a
1 ¥ v @ O
e ¥ o € A h)
€ A h)
e a a 2 a

Phonemes +, #, ¥ are not yet firmly established; they appear in
limited contexts.

Tones: Dan-Gweetaa has 5 level and two modulated tones, high-fal-
ling and mid-falling®. The extra-low tone in Gweetaa corresponds to the
assimilated-falling tone of Blo [Flik 1977].

2.1.3. Kla-Dan (my field data)*.

Consonants:
P t c(?) k kw kp
b d j@ 8 gw gb
f S $(?)
v) =z z(?)
b/m dmn y/pn w/W
1
Notes:

a) Status of kw-, gw- is most probably the same as in Blo and Gweetaa.

b) There are two different realizations of I-, simple («weak»), [I], and
geminated, [II]. Their phonological status in relation to each other is not
yet clear.

3T have found a rising tone on a single vowel in two words only.

4 Unfortunately, only a small portion of my data has been handled so far (my
Kla dictionary counts just about 630 entries), for which reason these conclusions
are preliminary.



c) The phonological status of palatal obstruents is doubtful. It is
evident that they result from the combinations of the corresponding alve-
olar consonants with front vowels.

d) In my small dictionary v- is attested in only one word, v¥¥n/i
'honey-producing midge'.

Vowels: Like in Dan-Blo.
Tones: presumably 4 level tones.

2.2. Tura [Bearth 1971].

Consonants:
o) t k kw kp
b d g gw gb
f S
v z
b/m d~ln y/n w/W
Vowels:
Oral Nasal
i u n i a
am (576)
e o) g 5
>
a a

Tones: four level tones.

2.3. Mano [DeZeeuw & Kruah 1981].

Consonants:
P t k kp
b d g gb
f S
\% z

b/m 1Imn y/n w/W



Vowels:

Oral Nasal
u ) i a
e o
h) € h)
a a

Mano has 3 level tones.

2.4. Guro [Le Saout 1979].

Consonants:
P t c k kw kp
b d j & 8w gb
f S
v z
b/m d~1l/n y/pn w/W

Note: kw and gw appear only before non-back vowels. Synchronously
they can be considered as combinations of k and g with upper back
rounded vowels.

Vowels:
+ ATR series —ATR series Nasal series
i u i u i G
e o e Q é 0
a a a

As mentioned above, for commodity reasons the ~ATR vowels will be
designated with characters for «open» vowels: + for j, € for ¢, v for y, o for
0.

Guro has no semi-vowel 7.
Tones: Guro has 3 level and two modulated (rising and falling) tones>.

5 [Le Saout 1979] interprets the Guro tonal system as a 2-level one plus two



2.5. Yaure [Lautenschlager 1992].

Consonants:
p t c k kp
b d j g gb
f S
v z
b/m In y/n wW/W

Note: § is interpreted as a separate phoneme in [B. Hopkins 1987; E.
Hopkins 1987], but Frank Lautenschlager [Lautenschlager 1992:13] argues
that it should be considered as an allophone of /s/ in combination with
high back vowels followed by front middle vowels: /sue/ = [sue] or [3e],
[svel = [sve] or [Se].

Vowels: like in Guro.
Tones: 4 level tones.

2.6. Gban [Le Saout 1973].

Consonants:
t c k kw kp
d j g gw gb
¢ S
P z
b/m I/n yn wW/W
Notes:

a) Le Saout mentions that [b] is sometimes realized as slightly
ingressive; in my recordings, it is usually realized as implosive.

modulated tones, falling and rising. According to this author, the level tones are in
complimentary distribution: high tone does not accompany voiced initial conso-
nants, while low tone does not appear with voiceless, sonant and implosive conso-
nants. My interpretation is different, because the complementary distribution of
tones does not work (especially in the personal pronouns). For the discussion see
[Vydrine 2003]; a more detailed study of the Guro phonology is being done by
Olga Kuznetsova and Natalia Kuznetsova.



b) /c/ and /j/ are marginal phonemes which appear only in expressive
words and loanwords.

c) Below the bilabial ¢ in Gban will be designated by f (in the absence
of the phoneme /f/, this will not lead to any confusion).

Vowels:
Oral Nasal
u i a
e o
b} € f)
a a

There is no nasal semi-vowel.
Tones: 4 level and two modulated tones, rising and mid-rising.

2.7. Mwan [Bolli, Flik 1978].

Consonants:
p t c k kw kp
b d j g gw gb
f S
v z
b/m d~1l/n y/pn w/W

[4] and [[] are allophones in a free distribution.

Vowels: Like in Gban, plus 1.
Tones: three level and one modulated (falling) tones. Each vocalic
element of a foot can carry a tone of its own.

2.8. Wan (field data of Tatiana Nikitina and my own).
Consonants:

p t c k kw kp
b d j g gw gb
f s

v

z
b/m d~ln y/n wW/W
11(?)



Note: The phonological status of II- is yet to be confirmed.
Vowels: Like in Gban, plus 1.

Tones: three level tones. Each vocalic element of a foot can carry a
tone of its own.

2.9. Beng [Paesler 1992].

Consonants:
p t c k kp
b d j g g
f S
v z
1 y w
m n n np pm
Notes:

a) According to Paesler, Beng seems to be the only South Mande lan-
guage where the principle of nasal harmony is not valid. But even in
Beng, oppositions [ : n, y : p are marginal, and forms contravening the
nasal harmony are attested only in some single words, mainly gram-
matical ones (ya '3sg. pronoun' vs. nid 'to end'; né 'therefore' vs. [é 'sp. of
fruit’). It can be concluded that the emergence of these forms and the end
of the nasal harmony rule must be a recent innovation.

b) nm is a rare phoneme, it is attested in 6 words only.

Vowels: Like in Gban plus vocalic 7. Each vocalic element of a foot
can carry a tone of its own.

Tones: 3 level and 4 modulated tones: low-high, mid-high, high-low,
mid-low.

3. Reconstruction of the initial consonants of the Proto-South
Mande language.

At the moment, there are altogether 770 correspondence sets in my
South Mande database, including dubious ones and those which are re-
presented by pairs of lexical items from closely related languages (Dan —
Tura, Dan — Mano, Dan — Tura — Mano, Guro — Yaure, Mwan — Wan; those



sets will not be given in this paper unless they represent some special
interest). Let us consider correspondence series attested in South Mande.

In the following comparative sets, the semantics of the word in each
single language is not indicated if it corresponds directly to the semantic
key of the set (given at the beginning of each set; a number with a dash
corresponds to the number of the root with the indicated semantics in my
comparative database).

In the correspondence sets, sources of information are indicated with
two-digit letter codes (cf. «Abbreviations» at the end of this paper). The
symbol # signifies that the data stems from the unpublished dictionaries
of my students, colleagues from St. Petersburg State University (mentio-
ned in 1.3.) and myself. Names of the languages are given in bold. Trans-
lations of the words and comments are in italics. Forms whose belonging
to the set is questionable are given with a question mark (?). Sometimes
given forms (almost) certainly do not ascend to the proto-form but are
nevertheless of some interest (e. g. loanwords from related languages);
these forms are put in curly braces, {}. In nasal feet, nasality can be indi-
cated in the consonant (n-, m-), in the vowel (with a tilde) or both. In other
words, transcriptions m3 and m3; §éné, yali, yéné and yand should be
regarded as equivalent (except for Beng); their phonological transcription
is /65/ and /yal4/ respectively. -r- is always a combinatory variant of the
phoneme /-I-/. In Mwan, for nouns and verbs whose lexical tones are
replaced in some contexts with high tone, the modified forms are given
after a slash.

Reconstructions for vowels, internal consonants and tones are tenta-
tive. I proceed from the hypothesis that the Proto-South Mande language
had a vocalic system like the one found in modern Guro and Yaure (3
vocalic series: +ATR, ~ATR and nasal), a nasal semi-vowel 7 (like in Dan,
Tura, Wan, Gban, Mwan), nasal and oral consonant harmony; it had 3
level tones, and each vocalic element of a foot could carry a tone of its
own (for a partial substantiation of the phonological type of Proto-Mande,
on the basis of the SM evidence, see [Vydrine 2001; Vydrine 2004]).

3.1. Unvoiced labials
3.1.1. There are two series of correspondences which can go back to

Proto-SM *p, series 1 and 2. The following reflexes in Mwan and Wan set
them apart: p- in the first series, f~ and sometimes p- in the second. The



question is: should we postulate two different proto-phonemes, or may
these cases be in a complementary distribution?

The sets representing the first series are considerably more numerous:
13 against 5 (plus 8 sets where Mwan and Wan forms are missing: 'small-
2', 'tale, 'tear, 'testicles’, 'thing-3', 'twin', 'untie', 'winnow'). If we examine
closely the sets of the series 2, it becomes evident that

— the structures of the Mwan and Wan forms are always CV, CVV or
CVn, whereas the Proto-SM form should be reconstructed as *CVLV or,
rarely, as *CVyV;

— the initial consonant in both languages is always followed by a front
vowel.

In the meantime, among sets of series 1 this conditioning is not attes-
ted (with one exception: Mwan pii-6¢ 'iron'). We can therefore postulate
*p- > f- in Mwan and Wan before a front vowel, accompanied by simplifi-
cation of the foot structure: *pVLV > fE, fEE or fEn, *pVyV > fE. It is
interesting to note that in the set «<wash», where this simplification of foot
structure occurred in Mwan, but not in Wan, *p- > f- only in the former,
which seems to confirm the link between the fricativization of the labial
initial consonant and the elision of the internal consonant, connected with
regressive vocalic assimilation.®.

If so, both series 1 and 2 go back to Proto-SM *p-.

Series 1:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

*.

vy p v v f f f P P

*p5 dig-2 (to) > Dan (bl), Dan (gw) p> vt dig out; pierce, Tura # p5 vt dig
(soil; hole), Guro # £5, perf. £5a vt pierce, Mwan # p5 vt pierce, Wan # p3 ot
pierce, Beng p3 vt pierce

*pilin drum-3 > Guro VV fini, Mwan pli, plin, Wan # plip

*pelé *fall (to)-3 > Dan (bl) pii¥, Dan (gw) p¥, Dan (kl) p¥ vi fall; (bl)
make a mistake, Tura # pele, p&le vi fall down; vt inflict (smb. — ta) with, Mano
ZE, VV pele, Mwan p5 (?) vt drop, cut down

*p3 fell (to) > Dan (bl, gw) p3 vt knock down, Mwan # p3/p3 vt drop; cut
down

¢ I hope to find out at the stage of the reconstruction of Inlaut consonants and
vowels why these changes took place in this word in Mwan, but not in Wan.



*pa fill (to) > Dan (bl, gw, k1) pa vt fill; ptp filled, Tura # pa vt fill; draw
(water), Mano NE pa, Guro #, BN, GR fa ot fill, Yaure HB fa, Mwan # pa
vt fill; pile, Wan # pa ot fill; adj full, Beng # pa vi be filled; vt fill

*peli iron > Dan (gw) pi¥, Dan (kl) piy¥, Dan (bl) pia$, Tura # pie,
Mano VV peé-kuld, Guro #, BN, GR {oli n smithery; anvil, # foli-éwéLé, {oli-
wéLé, Gban ST 2 vt forge, Mwan pii-b, Wan # péli, Beng pénin

*pana lick-2 > Dan (bl, gw) pa vt lick, lap, suck; sting (of insect), Tura #
paa ot lick, lap, Guro # fana, Yaure HB faNa ot lap, Gban ST fla ot lick;
carry food to the mouth, Wan # pla vt lap, lick

*pélé market-3 > Guro # f&l€ n commerce; market; goods, Yaure HO fél¢,
Gban ST f€ n selling; exchange; embezzlement, Mwan # pléé, Wan # pleé n
market; price; expenciveness, Beng PA plé-ble-1¢ vt sell

*péé piece-1 > Dan (bl) pé, Dan (gw) pé rn loaf, piece, Tura # p&€ n piece;
group (opposed to another group), Guro # fi rn piece (of orange, etc.); block,
quarter (of town), Mwan péé

*puld untie > Dan (bl) p6, Dan (gw) p(, p0, Dan (kl) pt vt open;
unwrap; undo, untie; vi open; stretch oneself, Tura # pOl6 vt untie; unpick, un-
stitch, unwrap; open, Guro #, BN, GR fuo vt untie; open, Yaure HB fil{,
Gban ST {16, Mwan # plod, Wan # plo vi, vt unwrap;, Beng puti vt open; untie

*pé say-1 > Dan (bl, gw) p¥, Dan (kl) p¥, Tura # pé vt say, tell (smb. —
né, about — ga); ask for, Guro # fi, Yaure HP vi (or vi ?) (the irreqular voiced
consonant can be explained by a semi-grammatical character of this word), Gban
# fe vt say (name), Mwan # pe/pé vi speak, say, Wan # pé vi talk; vt speak,
Beng PA pe v talk

*pa thing-2 > Dan (gw) pA, Dan (k1) pA n thing; reason, Mano NE, ZE
pE Guro #, BN fg, Yaure HP:93 f& n thing, v& rn property, part (the voiced
consonant to be explained), Mwan # p&

*pit-lan two > Dan (bl) pli, péeda, Dan (gw) pli, péeds, Dan (k1) plé,
peeda, Tura # piilé num two, Mano NE, ZE peéelg, Mano ZE peéts, Guro #
fié, Yaure HP fli, fili, Gban ST €1, Mwan # plé, Wan pil3), Beng GL, PA
plap

*puaLu white-2 > Dan (bl) put, Dan (gw, kl) p(iti, Tura # piQ adj white;
clear, Mano pult, Guro # fad, Yaure f0-v0, Gban ST {6 adj snow white,
Mwan pd, Wan pu, Beng Beng PA put

*pa touch (to)-2 > Dan (bl, gw) pa vi touch (sth. — ké); wake up (smb. —
64), Tura # pa vt throw (at -- 64); throw at (sth. — g&), Mano ZE pa, Mwan
paas vt sting, Beng # pa vt hit, knock; sting



Series 2:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

*,

p P pr P ff f f~r f-pr

*péni fonio (Digitaria exilis) > Dan (kl) p¥f, Guro BN fini, VV finj,
Mwan # fli, Wan # fén)

*pélé house-3 > Dan (bl) p¥, Dan (gw) p¥, Dan (k1) p¥¥ n village, Tura
# péé n village, town, Mano NE, ZE péle n village, town, Guro # fala n
village, Yaure HP {14, fla, Yaure HO fala n village, Mwan # f¢

*pEyt vomit-4 > Dan (bl) pé, Dan (gw) pe, pi, Dan (kl) pé vi vomit; n
(bl) vomit, Tura # pié, pit vi vomit; blow (nose), Guro # BN, GR fé€, Yaure
HB féi, Gban ST f;, Mwan pﬁ vomit, Wan # {éi vi vomit; n nausea, Beng PA
pi 1 baby's vomit

*polé wash-1 > Mano NE, VV pélé vt wash (clothes), Guro # GR foli,
Yaure HP, HB f6€, fwé, perf. fweé vt clean; wash, Mwan # f£(?), Wan # p(’)fi,
Beng # p3 vt wash (clothes); rub (hands)

Sets which may belong to both Series 1 or 2 (Mwan and Wan data
missing):

*pti-né small-2 > Tura # pti-né adj small, Mano NE pééti, Mano ZE péj,
Guro # funé adj small, narrow, Beng # pa adj very small

*piya tale > Dan (bl) piA n proverb, Dan (gw) pia, pis, Dan (bh) pg,
Dan (kl) p&, Tura # pia n proverb; moral story, Mano ZE, VV pia, pia,
Mano VV piya n story, Guro #, BN, GR fii, Gban ST fia n tale, legend,
Beng # pén

*pia tear > Dan (bl) pt€ vt tear; cut; split, Dan (gw) pé vi crack, chap; vt
tear, Tura # péé vt tear; split; wound; vi split, separate, Guro #, BN fia, Beng
# pia vi burst; break; vt fire off; slap

*pana testicles > Dan (bl) plAi, Guro # fina rn penis

*p> thing-3 > Tura # p33 n thing; spirit, ghost, demon; morph. pej. agent
mark (merged with another morpheme?), Wan # p3, Beng # p> n thing
something

*pﬂé.lj twin > Dan (bl) fl&&, flE€ (< Manding?), Dan (gw) pé1j, Tura #
péé-né, Guro BN fia-n¢, GR fia-ng, Yaure HO f£L¢ , Beng # piap

*péya blow > Dan (k1) piia v blow (with mouth, fan), Dan (bl) pia$, Dan
(gw) pi¥ vi blow, Tura # pie vt blow (horn), Mano VV piyz, Guro #, GR f¢
ot whistle; blow (horn), Gban ST {&4 vi whistle, Mwan # pé vi whistle, Wan #
f&, Beng PA pé vi blow; fan (fire)



*piy& winnow > Dan (bl) pia$, Dan (gw) pi¥, Dan (k1) pée, Tura # pié
ot winnow; sort, Mano VV piyé, Guro GR, BN f&& vt winnow; blow (with
mouth), Gban # f&, ST {84 vt winnow

3.1.2. The third series is represented by two sets (see below), where
Yaure, Mwan, and Wan forms are not attested. Its main characteristic fea-
ture is a voiced consonant in Gban and Beng. The sample is too narrow to
provide any clue for «internal» interpretation of this Gban and Beng fea-
ture; an «external» explanation could be the presence of a nominal classifi-
catory prefix *N- (for argumentation in favour of the reconstruction of this
prefix in Proto-Western Mande see [Pozdniakov & Vydrin 1987-1988;
Vydrine 1989; Vydrine 1994]; in more detail, [Vydrine 2001]), which
could, at the same time, explain occasional nasalization in some languages.

Series 3:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
Np p p P foo7 B ? b by

*N-poli frog-1 > Dan (gw) po, (bl) poo  toad, Tura # pd, Guro #, BN
£61i toad, Gban ST B5{1, Mwan poli toad

*N-piyé trace-1 > Dan (bl) pi, Dan (gw) pii)) rn footprint; trace, Tura #
pié, Mano VV pe-piyé trace; sign, Gban ST f¢, Beng GL, PA b n tracks,
footprints; scab, wound (in Beng probably a convergence of two proto-stems, *N-
piyé 'a trace' and *bilé 'a wound')

Taking into account the sporadic character of the reflexes of the nasal
prefix in modern languages, a similar interpretation can be proposed for
another set:

*N-pulu stomach, belly-5 > Dan (gw, k1) bti, Dan (bl) bléi r1 navel, Tura
# bull rn navel, Guro # b3 rn belly; womb, Gban ST ﬁﬁ n navel, Wan # blu
rn stomach, Beng PA plu n paunch

3.1.3. There is only one set where Guro p- probably corresponds to p-
in languages outside the Guro-Yaure subgroup. It is hardly enough to
establish a separate series and may be just a shared coincidence, in which
case the Guro form should be considered etymologically different from
those in the other languages:

*paad bowl-2 > Dan (bl) paa n wooden or clay bowl, [Guro #, BN, GR
pala n wooden basin] Mwan # paa n calabash



3.1.4. Series 4 and 5 differ only by the reflex in Beng, f- vs. p-. As there
is only one set in my data for series 5, it would be precarious to venture
hypotheses explaining the unusual p- in Beng: it could be coincidence or a
borrowing from an unrelated language, a trace of a prefix morpheme...
Until further examples are found, I have to reconstruct *f- for both series.

Series 4:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
f for f fof f f fof

*ii ant-1 > Guro #, GR, ST fii, Gban # fi n black ant

*fil4 better > Tura # fil4, Beng PA fia

*fili boil-3 > Dan (gw) fliats, Guro #, BN fili, Beng # fli

*fini breathe > Guro # BN, GR fini, Wan f1&

*fé.gé. cap-2 > Dan (gw) f3a n headdress, Tura # fii, Mwan PM f44,
Wan # faga

*s06-fali donkey (may be a loanword from Manding) > Dan (bl) s00-
fan, Tura # sbU-fal, Guro # sOU-fali n horse, Mwan # so6-fali, Wan VV so-
fali

*ﬁ'l‘erj empty-2 > Dan (gw) fiXX, Dan (bl) fli4, Dan (bh) fGi{, Dan (yi)
fui4, Tura # fii, Tura (w) fié, Mano VV féle, Mwan PM flép)

*faga force-1 > Dan (bl) fia, Dan (gw) faa, Mwan AY fafjga, Wan #
faga, Beng # fana

*faa force-3 > Guro # fua n richness; glory, Mwan # fau n force, Wan #
fa

*fa6(-fuo) light (not heavy) > Dan (bl) f¥0f%, f¥¥fA, Dan (gw) fyyfyy,
Dan (kl) fAfA-dA, Dan (bh) 51, Dan (yi) 55> (tone?) adj light (not heavy);
weak, Dan (gw) £¥3, fyy adv easily, without effort, Tura # £6£0, 00OV adj
weak, Mano VV fuafuia, Guro ST fuo6fto, Beng # {66

*fuye powder-1, Guro #, ST fue, faye n talc, Beng PA fae n powder

*fié sweat > Dan (bl) f3-yi, Dan (gw) fA-yi, Dan (kl) fiit-yi, Gban ST
foa vi be hot, Mwan # fuu

*f0D sponge (zool.) > Dan (bl) fui, Dan (gw) f0U, Dan (kl) f(, Guro GR
fua

*faan white metal > Dan (bl) £51), Dan (gw) 33, Dan (k1) {51, Mwan #
faan.



Series 5:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

ff f 2 f 2 2 2 f p

*félin (*N-félin ?) dew > Dan (bl) fli, fli, flin, flé0, flé), Dan (gw) fIif,
Dan (kl) fin, Tura # fini, Guro #, GR, VV fili, Wan # flé, Beng PA plilj.

3.1.5. There is one correspondence set displaying variations among
Dan dialects:

lungs-1 > Dan (kl) £55, Dan (bl) v3n, Tura # f0U, Mano ZE faa, Guro #
fov, Yaure HO U, f00, Beng # f5k5

A clue to this variation can probably be provided by reflexes of the
same root in Mande languages outside the South Mande group:

Vai [Welmers & Kandakai] vd5vd5 rn lungs, Maninka f55f25 rn lung,
Bamana fégonfogd rn lung, fégonfogd vi be very light or porous; vt make
pant (breathe hard and quickly), Bozo-Hainyaxo (E. Eberman's unpublished
data) foxonvoxon, Bisa-Lebir [Vanhoudt 1999] fUfr, pl. fOfuird, Bisa-Barka
[Prost 1950/1968] fofo.

We can see that the Vai form also has a voiced initial consonant.
William Welmers suggested that such cases should be explained through
reconstruction of a nasal classificatory prefix in the proto-language [Wel-
mers 1975]. In my works [Vydrine 1994, 2001, etc.] I demonstrated the
highly unstable character of the reflexes of this prefix in West Mande lan-
guages. The set in question seems to be a proof that its reflexes in SM also
have a sporadic character. I would propose to reconstruct for Proto-SM a
form with a nasal prefix, *N—ﬁGjn.

If we accept this explanation, it might be also valid for another set:

*N-ft’)h’)lj foam > Dan (gw) vid, Dan (bl) viid, Tura fOv, fou, Beng fl61.

3.1.6. There is another set where Dan-Blo reveals an irregular reflex:

comb-1 Dan (bl) pdd, Dan (gw) fda-ga, Dan (ka) faa, Dan (kl) péé,
Mano ZE yili-fa.

This stem is not represented in other Mande branches. It can be a
loanword into the proto-language of the Mano-Dan-Tura branch from a
non-Mande language or languages, so that the set can be regarded as
spurious.



3.2. Voiced and implosive labials

3.2.1. The first three series (6-8) do not arouse questions. For Series 6,
reconstruction of *b- is self-evident. Spirantization *b- > *v- in Proto-Guro-
Yaure follows the same pattern as the spirantization of the voiceless labial
(*p- > f-); *v- > f- in Yaure is also a regular process. *6- and *m- represent
one phoneme, in oral and nasal contexts respectively. In Beng *6- > b-
which resulted in a merger of the reflexes of *6- and *b-. This led to the
phonologization of m-. In Gban also *6- > b-, but this change has not led to
a merger of two phonemes, because *b- > -, so that the phonological op-
position is maintained, having merely modified its nature. Occasional loss
of nasality in Wan (moon-2) should not be surprising: in this language
nasality of vowels is relatively weak and tends to disappear in the pre-
sence of the final -7). There is nothing unusual in the loss of nasality in the
postposition 'on' in Dan and Tura: being a grammatical word, a post-
position may undergo irregular phonetic transformations.

Series 6:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*b b b b v f B b b b

*bifilj bury > Dan (bl) bi hide, Tura # bii, Mwan # bin, Wan # bla (?),
Beng # bli

*blintt crumb > Dan (gw) bldn, Tura # biinti, biintiblinti, Guro GR
bula-vulu («bread-crumb» ?)

*bala cut-2 (to) > Dan (bl) blAR vt cut in small pieces, pierce multiple
holes, Gban ST Pla vt cut (with a matchet), Mwan blaa peel (?)

*biya elephant-2 > Dan (bl, gw) bi¥, Dan (kl) bé, Tura # bi#i, bi4i, biai,
arch. bid-wil n pig, Mano VV biyé, Guro VV vii, # viii, Yaure HO fif,
Gban ST ﬁ{é, Mwan # bie, Wan # b¢, Beng # bie

*bebe much > Tura # bé€ (?) adj numerous, Mwan # bebe adv much, adj
numerous, Wan # bebe, Beng bebé adj big, large; old

*boli mud-2 > Dan (bl) b¥ty, Dan (gw) b33, b33, byy, byy, Dan (k1)
b¥¥, Dan (yi) byy, Tura # bUi (?) n mud, Guro # voli

*bié night-3 > Dan (bl) bi, Dan (gw) bi n night; shadow; image,
photograph, picture, Mano ZE bi§, Mwan PM bi

*b5151) paste-2 > Dan (bl) bLﬁﬁ, Dan (gw) b}y, Dan (kl) b¥¥, Gban ST
BI5, Mwan blo n kneading (dough), puddling (clay)



*pilan run-2 > Dan (gw) béh ~ biad), Dan (kl) bép, Dan (bl) bla n
running, Tura # bala n running, Mano NE, VV bala n running, Guro #, GR
vana n running, Mwan bla running, Wan # blé-k vi run, Beng # béé

*bilin throw-1 (to) > Tura # bili vi jump; vt throw; throw away, Guro #,
BN, ST viili vt throw, fling, Gban ST [31, Mwan # blin/blin ~ bli/bli

Series 7:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*6 b b b b b b b b b

*B315 bag-1 (< Manding?) > Dan (bl) 35 n bag; wealth, Dan (gw) 635,
Dan (kl) 635 n large bag (for grain, etc.), Tura # 6313, Mano ZE 655, Guro #
b315, Gban ST bl5 n big bag, Wan # b>d>, Mwan bt sack

*paa(-1a) bend-2 > Tura # 600 vt cover (with — ta), bG0-14 vi overturn, fall
over; prostrate oneself (before — &€ pé); vt turn over; collapse, Guro # 604 vi, vt
bend, Wan # 614 vi bend, vt bend, Mwan bila vi bend down

*oell dry up-1 > Dan (bl) by, b¥w, Dan (gw) byy, b¥¥, Dan (ki) b¥¥
vi, Tura # b1i, Guro # 6éli vi, vt dry up

*b1i eat (to)-2 > Dan (bl) 6%, Dan (gw) 6%, Dan (dh, kl) 6%, Tura #
pele, Mano NE bele, Guro # bUt vt eat; have sex with, Yaure HP 6li, Gban
ST be vt eat; have sex with, Mwan # ble/blé, Beng GL ble, Beng PA ble

*60 extract > Dan (bl, gw) b0 vt extract; pluck; harvest; weed (field);
remove; send away, dismiss; bury, Mano ZE 00 vt pull out, pick; take off
(clothes); weed (grass), Wan # 0 vi arrive, come; happen; Beng GL, PA bo vt
extract; unearth; tap (palm tree); flake off; remove; shave

*paa fructify > Dan (bl, gw) ba vi fructify in abundance, Tura # ba, Guro
#, ST, GR baa vi fructify in abundance, Yaure HP ba vi fructify in abundance,
Gban # bla (?) vi fructify in abundance, Wan # ba, Mwan baa fruit, Beng
GL, PA ba vi bear fruit

*pEey fruit > Dan (bl, gw, k1) b€ rn fruit, Mano ZE b&g, Guro BN bEE (=
bee ?), GR b&, Beng GL, PA bep

*03 go out (to) > Dan (bl, gw) b3 vi grow, put forth (of plant, hair); (bl; gw
rare) be born; enter (of spirit; smb. — di); resemble (smb. — 63/63); flow, ooze;
(gw) leak (of roof, boat, vessel); exterminate (smb — 63); be about to (do smth. —
64); vr step back; vt (qw) make, fabricate, Tura # b5 vi be born; come (of time); be
about to (do sth. — déé 6a); appear (of plants, insects, etc.); be about to; resemble
(smb. — 6a); vt reach (some degree of maturity, etc.), Mano NE, ZE 63 vi arrive,
reach; grow (of plant), Guro # D3 vi arrive; happen; surprise; germinate, sprout;



resemble (smb. —ma); help (smb. —va); be able Yaure HP 65 vi arrive, Gban ST
bd vi leak (of water); come, arrive; sound, Mwan # D5/65 vi come (of time,
season); help (smb. —ba) Wan # 05 vi outreach (sth. — 1¢1)), Beng PA b3 vi leave,
vt come from

*Holi goat-2 > Dan (bl) 66, Dan (gw) 60, Dan (kl) 66 (6060?), Tura #
600, Mano NE, ZE, VV 60, Guro GR 66li, Yaure HP 60, Gban # bl,
Mwan ¢ 666, Wan # H6li

*pali God-3 > Guro # pali, Yaure HO pali, Wan # palé, Mwan Wai-
baa (?) God

*60 head-2 > Gban # bo rn head; v lead, Wan # 66-1glo

*b6lu hippopotamus > Guro # boll, Yaure HO poli, Mwan # yiba-
pooru, Wan # bilu

*pala leaves > Dan (bl) blAa, Dan (gw, k1) DlAA n grass, plant; savannah,
wilderness; litter, garbage, Gban ST bla n grass; turf; savannah, Beng # bla n
garbage pile

*beli life (subsistence) > Dan (bl) béé, béia, Dan (gw) bt adj alive, Dan
(kD) belé n remedy, medicine (medicinal and magic), Guro #, GR béli vi heal
oneself; get rid of truble; vt heal; relieve, Yaure HO béli, perf. peli, impf. b&li4
vt heal; n healing, Wan # beli vi heal oneself, Mwan bee/béé heal, Beng #
bébé-1¢

*puld liver-2 > Dan (bl) bla, Dan (gw) 61G1G, Dan (k1) 640G rn, Tura #
Bl rn, Mano ZE bila, Guro BN, GR bili, Beng # blon

*bobv mute-1 > Dan (gw) 6000, Dan (kl) 6565, Tura # 6666, Guro #
b0b0, 600 1 mute; adj tasteless, Wan # 6060, Mwan 6666, Beng # bobd

*b315 neck-3 >Dan (bl, gw) 05, Dan (k) 63, Guro # b315

*Haa other-2 > Dan (gw) ba, Dan (yi) baa other; certain, Tura # *ba-ye >
bél, bél, Mwan # bee-ké/béé-ké

*paa- pangolin-1 > Dan (bl) ba-da, Dan (gw) baa-da n long-tailed
pangolin, Tura # baa-kiainé, Guro # baasé

*HUl0 press-2 (to) > Dan (bl) bloo, Dan (gw) # 6166, Dan (k1) blot vt
press, squeeze, Mano ZE 0010 vt wring (clothes), Guro # DOlO vt press;
squeeze, Yaure HB 60L0, impf. b6LS, Mwan # yi-blo ot wringle, Beng # bl66
vt press, twist, wringle

*pala sheep-1 > Dan (bl) bla, 6laa, Dan (gw) bldaa, Dan (kl) 614, Tura #
paa, Mano NE, ZE, VV baa, Guro #, ST Hala, Yaure HB Hala, Gban ST
bldd, bad, blabla, babd, Mwan # plaa, Wan # b6laa, Beng # baba

*oElén termite (flying, ephemera)-1 > Dan (bl) blA, Dan (gw) blA, Dan
(bh, yi) bl¢, Dan (k1) bui, Tura # 6&€€, Guro GR, BN bélg, Guro (Yasua)
VV bl¢, Mwan # ble n termite, Wan # DIen)



*OE this-4 > Guro # DE pron. this, that, Gban ST bg pron. that, Mwan CF
bé pron. this, that, Wan # bé pron. that, Beng # bi

*paa venom > Dan (gw) baa, Dan (k1) baa, Guro # baa vi aggress (smb.
—ta), jump (on smb. — ta), Mwan # bad, Beng # baa

*pilé wound (a)-2 > Dan (bl) bui¥, 6G¥, Dan (gw) Hiaa, Dan (k) 1%,
Tura # 6¢, Mano ZE, VV 53, Gban # bi¢, Mwan PM H&, Wan AT 6&, Beng
GL, PA b& n tracks, footprints; scab, wound (in Beng probably a convergence of
two proto-stems, *N-piyé ‘a trace’ and *bilé ‘a wound’)

*bé€ yams (wild) > Dan (gw) by, Tura # b€€, Gban ST bé

Series 8:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*6/ [m]  */6/  *16/  */6/ *16/  *16/ */6/ */6/ o/ *m
[ml [ml [m]  [ml [m]  [ml  [m] [m]b

*maa bird-2 > Dan (bl) m4, Dan (gw) maa, Dan (kl) maa, Tura # maa,
Mano NE md5, Guro # maa-né n chicken, Yaure HP méi (< *maa-né, -né is
a diminutive suffix(?)) n chicken, Yaure HO ma-n& n rooster, Gban ST md n
chicken, Mwan # maa n chicken, Beng # mlgé (-I£ is a diminutive suffix) n
chicken

*maa broom-2 > Dan (bl) maa n broom to sweep in the house; fly swatter,
Tura # ma-wé€ n nervure of a raffia frond; twig of a broom, Mwan # maa,
Beng PA mét

*méné cowrie-1 > Guro # mani (?), Gban ST ml§, Wan # mlé-ni

*mini drink (to) (cf. *swallow-2) > Dan (bl, gw) mu ot drink, swallow,
Dan (k1) mAn ot drink, suck; swallow, Tura # mi vt drink; suck, Mano NE mi,
Guro GR mini (pfv), mini (prf), Yaure HB mini, impf. minid ot drink;
smoke, Mwan mi

*ma hear (to) > Dan (bl, gw) ma vt hear; understand, Tura # ma, Mano
ZE ma vt hear; understand, Guro # ma, hab. mi3, Yaure HO ma ot
understand, Gban MB ma, Mwan # ma/m4a, Wan # m3 vt understand; hear,
Beng GL, PA ma

*mag human > Dan (bl, gw, k) mg Tura # mé& n person, human;
someone, md n human (in compound words), Mano NK, VV, ZE mi, pl. mia,
Guro #, BN mj, pl. mina, Yaure HP mi, Gban ST m{i, Mwan # mé&&, Wan
# mi

*m3 last (to) > Tura # m3 vi last long, Guro #, GR mb vi, Yaure HP m3,
Gban ST m3 vi last long, Mwan # m> vi, Wan # m3 vi last long; adv long time



*magdblon mango > Dan (bl) manlo, mangy, Dan (gw) manglod, Dan
(k1) magl3, Tura # mangolo, Mwan # magron ~ magrod, Wan # maglo (an
errant word, may have been borrowed independently to all the languages of the
group)

*m?mér) moon-2 > Tura # mé& n moon; month, Mano ZE, VV méng, mlé
n moon; month, Guro #, ST, GR mdn& n moon; month, Yaure MB meng,
Gban ST m¢, Mwan # ml&€, Wan # H31eq n moon,; month, Beng GL, PA m3
n moon; month

*m33 mouse-1 > Dan (bl) m5, Dan (gw) md5, Tura # md>, Guro # m>-
né, Yaure HP md, Mwan # m>>

*ma on (postposition) > Dan (bl) &, Dan (gw) ba pp by side of: on the
slope of, Tura # ba n surface; bottom, lower part; pp on, upon; into; to (meaning
of possession in a locative construction); for, Mano ZE md, Guro # ma ~ ma rn
surface (of body); pp on, upon; for (cause); about, Yaure HP ma rn body; pp on;
at; during, Mwan # ma pp on, Beng # ma pp on; toward

*mfinﬁrj rice-1 > Dan (bl) mlti, Dan (gw) mlti, Dan (k) map n
uncooked rice, Tura # mini, Mwan # m1>, Wan # m?u‘), Beng PA mﬁnﬁlj

*ma ripen (to) > Dan (bl) ma, m> vi ripen, Dan (gw) ma vt cook, Tura #
ma vi become ready (of food), Mano MB ma, Guro #, DI ma vt cook, Yaure
MB ma, Gban # ma vt cook; n food, Mwan MB ma, Beng # ma vt cook

*ména snake-2 > Dan (bl) m&¢, Dan (gw) mlg, Dan (kl) m&&, Dan (wa)
m‘ailj, Tura # még, Mano NE, VV méng, Guro # méeng, Yaure mlg, Gban
ST mi&, Mwan # mlg, Wan # bl¢, VV mléz, Beng # mla

*maa strike-2 > Dan (bl) ma, Dan (dh) ma, Dan (gw) ma, Tura # maa
vt strike, beat; vi bump (into — 6a); fall (upon — ta, of a bird of prey), Mano MB
me, Gban ST mg, Beng # ma

*mani swallow-2 (to) (cf. *drink), Dan (gw) mAf ot swallow (sth. non-
liguid), Tura # m4f, Mano ZE, VV mani, Guro #, GR, ST mini, Gban ST
mlé, Mwan mﬁ, Beng PA milj

*mama thank > Mano ZE mama, Guro # ma please

*mé3 what? > Dan (gw) mé, mé where? Dan (ka) ma, Tura # meg,
Mano ZE még what? which? Guro # m&t, Mwan # m¢, Wan ma

3.2.2. Series 9 is of special interest, in particular because it made Kon-
stantin Pozdniakov [Pozdniakov 1978] and Claire Grégoire [Grégoire 1988]
postulate separate Proto-Mande phonemes: *b- («a weak b») by Pozdnia-
kov, *v- by Claire Grégoire. Taking into account the general trends in the
evolution of phonological systems of Mande languages, a transformation



like *v > b seems rather unusual, while *b > v looks much more natural. Let
us examine the sets of correspondences.

It is easy to notice that

a) all 7 stems are of the types CV, CVV or CV7; in other words, there is
no single example of the type CVIV;

b) all these stems have a labial vowel following the initial consonant.

In the meantime, there is not a single set in the Series 6 which would
tulfill these conditions. Therefore, b- and v- in Mano and Beng, and to
some extent in Wan and Mwan, are in complimentary distribution. There
is no reason to reconstruct for the Series 9 an initial consonant other than
*b-.

In fact, in Mwan, Wan and Beng the conditions of the diachronic
transformation *b- > v- must be more complex than those formulated abo-
ve, so that we find some forms having b-: Mwan 'grave-2', 'send-2"; Wan
'send-2', Beng 'ten-2'. The initial b- in Mwan bid-ga 'wake up' can be
explained by the change of the subsequent vowel *u > i, which prevented
the initial consonant from the transformation.

Series 9:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*b b b v v f B b v bv b

*blin grave-2 > Dan (gw) b, Dan (k1) bti, Tura # bt n grave; mound,
Guro #, GR, VV vu n grave; mound, Yaure HP & n mound, Gban ST po,
Mwan PM bii, Wan # van (< *v1) ?) n mound;, Beng # v37) n mound

*but harmattan > Dan (b]) b, Dan (gw) buit,, Tura # btiti, Guro # fau
(?), Gban ST fuft (?), Mwan # v35

*b3 rot-2 > Dan (bl) bti, Dan (gw) bii vi, Tura # bt{i vi, Mano ZE vaa
adj, vi rot, Guro # v, hab. v3, Gban ST BI5 (?) vi rot, spoil, Mwan b3, Beng
PA v3 vi rot; be ugly

*b3 send-2 > Dan (bl, gw) bd vi pass; cross (river, road); overcome; vt send;
sow (rice); produce (sound); fell (tree); add, mix (with — pila”); till, cultivate, Dan
(kD) b vt cultivate, Tura # b3 vt send; sow (rice); produce (sound), Mano ZE
vd vt send; fell (tree), Guro #, BN v5, hab. vda vt rise; enter; fell (tree); send;
sow; mount; speak (language); say (proverb); put, throw, Yaure HB 5 vt sow,
Mwan # b5 vt put inside, Wan # bd vi pass; happen; vt make pass

*bii ten-2 > Tura # buu, Mano NE vii, Guro GR vii, Gban ST pu,
Mwan # vii, Beng GL, PA bt



*bud wake up-2 > Dan (bl) bii¥ vi, Mano ZE vuo, Guro # vuo vi wake
up; vt wake smb. up, Yaure HB fub, impf. fu-4 vi wake up; vt wake smb. up,
Gban ST Boa, Wan # bia-ga, Mwan bwe.

To this series can also be attributed two other sets where Mano forms
(Mano is the only language where the transformation *b- > v- under the
conditions in question seems to be regular) are absent:

*bu carry > Dan (bl) bu vt carry; support, Dan (gw) bu vt accomodate
(guest), Tura # bii vt suport (physically, e. g. an old person when walking),
Gban ST [:’:ﬁ, Beng # bu vt carry; bring up, educate

*b0 end-2 > Dan (bl, gw) bo vi stop; finish, terminate (sth. — ké); deliver
oneself of (excrement); get better; vt cure, Tura # bo vi finish, terminate (sth. —
64, -d-gerund), Guro # v0, hab. v0 vi remain; vt leave, Yaure HB f0 vi remain,
Gban ST {30 v finish, Wan # bo vi remain; finish; vt leave, Mwan bo leave.

It is highly probable that the set 'flower' also belongs to this series:

*bui flower > Dan (bl) bi, Dan (gw) bi, Dan (kl) bijy rn flower; vi
blossom, Tura # b;, Mano ZE bilJ Guro # vii n flower; eyelash; ear (of corn,
etc.); animal’s tail, Yaure MB fi, Mwan bi, Beng # vﬁ1j

b- in the Mano form can be explained by the loss of -u- in the position
after the consonant, which prevented the latter from the change *b- > v-. In
Beng the vowel was retained and the consonantal change took place.

There is one set which contradicts the established rules: we have v- in
Wan, although it is not followed by a labial vowel, and the foot structure
of the proto-stem is CVIV. In the meantime, there is no change *b- > v- in
Beng:

*bﬁli'r) (?) porcupine-3 Dan (bl) blui), bldnty, bli), Dan (gw) bldi n
porcupine; (bl) African brush-tailed porcupine, Mano MB vulu, Guro # vulg,
Yaure MB furu, Gban ST $l{i, Wan # vli, Mwan vli rat (?), Beng bli n big
porcupine

This probably means that the rule of change should be modified in
Wan, or that the Wan form has undergone some intermediate stages
(*bulin > *valin > vli).

Finally, the same pattern partially agrees with yet another set:

*bd plural marker-2 > Dan bd fossilized plural marker in several words,
Tura # b6, Mano VV vd, Mwan # mu plural marker, mu they, Wan # mu

The nasalization in Mwan and Wan which also led to the irregular
change *b- > m- should be attributed to the grammatical character of the
lexeme.



3.2.3. All of this brings us to the reconstruction of but two proto-pho-
nemes, *6- and *b-. However, the situation is seriously complicated by the
presence of numerous sets where would-be reflexes of *6- and *b- are
«mixed» unpredictably (in the data presented below, the names of the
languages where the form is irregular are underlined).

3.2.3.1. In some sets («Irregularities b ~ (b)»), reflexes of what looks
like *6- predominate, with one exception in each set. Most often (5 cases
out of 9) the «irregular» form with b- belongs to Wan, sometimes (3 cases)
to Mano; Dan (b-) and Guro (v-) count one case each.

Some of these irregularities can be explained through borrowing
(‘eagle-1'); some may arise through erroneous transcription of the forms in
the sources; non-cognate forms may also appear. However it may be, we
have to postulate, at least in some cases, an unexplainable change *6- > b-.7

For all these cases I will reconstruct *6- with a question mark.

Irregularities 6 ~ (b):

? *bii alive-2 > Dan (bl) 6é¢, Dan (gw) bii, Tura # bi-4 ptp healthy,
Mano bég, bé

? *b1 be-1 > Tura # H¢ (?) adv ? there is, Wan # bi

? *be bunch > Dan (gw) bé, Dan (bl) bé n bunch, bundle, Mano ZE bé

? *bibi eagle-1 > Guro ST pibi (< Jula?), Mwan bibi 1 Nubian vulture;
eagle, Wan bibi n vulture (< Jula?)

? *bilit) garbage-3 > Guro # bili n garbage; garbage heap, Yaure HB bili n
garbage heap, Wan # blin, Mwan bli ~ blin garbage heap

? *peli horn-1> Mano ZE 6¢é, Guro VV béi ~ 6éli, Gban ST bi 1 horn;
whistle; trumpet, Wan # boli 1 horn; trumpet, Beng # bén) n horn; trumpet

? *mim powder-2 > Guro #, BN, GR viiti n dust, sowdust; sugar or salt
powder, Gban # bubti, but n dust, Wan # bu, Beng # bubu n dust

? *pali rope > Dan (gw) DiAA, ~-ga, Dan (bl) buus n rope; (bl) liana;
intestinal worm, Tura # DEE n rope; thread; line, queue (of people), Mano NE,
ZE, VV b&lE n rope; liana, Guro #, ST balt n rope; liana, Yaure HO baa,
Gban ST ba n rope; thread; liana, Mwan # ble, Wan # balg n rope, liane; trap,
Beng GL, PA bap (?)

7 One could try to postulate a phonetic conditioning: position before vowel -i
in Wan (3 out of 5 cases), before -i or -¢ in Dan and Mano, but the data are too slim
to establish a reliable rule.



? *DELE respect-2 > Dan (bl) 61a, Dan (gw) DIAA rn respect; gift (meaning
to honour smb.), Tura # beg, be), Guro # belé n gift (meaning to honour smb.)

? *pili shine > Dan (kl) 615, Dan (bl) btlx vi shine, Dan (kl) blu (?) n
light, Tura # 61, Mano ZE b{, Guro #, BN, GR bi vi shine; burn; blossom; vt
ignite; light up, Wan # bli n light; vi shine, Mwan bi/bi catch fire, Beng # bi vi
shine, be lit, be illuminated; vt ignite, set fire on, vi shine; vt lighten

3.2.3.2. In other cases («Irregularities b ~ (b)») the situation is inverse:
the majority of the languages in the set display reflexes of *b-, while one
language has a form which looks like a reflex of *6-. This time, among the
languages displaying irregularities we find Mwan, Dan (2 cases each) and
Gban (1 case).

All the reservations expressed in the previous paragraph can be re-
peated here. The sets are too few for establishing any diachronic phono-
logical rule. For a while, *b- with a question mark will be given as a
reconstruction for these sets.

Irregularities b ~ (b):

? *bile dry season > Dan (bl) bIAA, bl[\f\-yf/'\, Dan (gw) bléé’-yi Dan (kl)
blee-14, Dan (dh) blAA, ~yia, Tura # bala-1é, Gban ST blg adj dry, Wan #
ble-ya n harmattan, Beng # baarn (?)

? *bélé lie (untruth) > Tura # belé, Guro #, BN vie, Mwan # H1a

? *ba by (a postposition) Dan (bl, gw) baa pp in (water), near (water),
Mano ZE ba pp in (water), Guro #, BN va pp by, at (smb’s place); in, among,
Yaure HP va pp with (the retention of the voiced initial can probably be explai-
ned by the grammatical character of the word), Mwan # ba pp in (water); at
(smb.’s place)

? *baa mush-1 > Dan (bl) baa, bAA, Dan (gw, kl) bdd n cooked rice,
Guro # bad n rice mush, Mwan # baa n cooked rice

? *baoy squirrel-5 > Dan (bl) bddf, pahs, Dan (gw) DAd n striped
ground squirrel, Tura # 665-n€ n striped ground squirrel, Gban ST fa n
Beecroft's anomalure

3.2.3.3. There is another series where Guro and Yaure display initial b-
instead of the expected #-. In all cases the initial consonant is followed by
a front vowel, and in 4 sets out of 5, this vowel is -e. It could be
interpreted as the phonetic condition of the change *6- > b- in Guro and
Yaure, but there are counterexamples where *6- > 6- in the same context
(*bEen fruit, *OELE respect-2, *bElény termite (flying, ephemera)-1 in Series 7),



unless there is a supplementary, more subtle conditioning. I reconstruct
for this series *6, but mark it with a question.

? *bElE antelope-2 > Tura # b&& n bush duiker, Guro #, GR bElE n red
bushbock, Gban # b€ n antelope (sp.), Beng # bl€ n yellow-backed duiker

? *belé big-1 > Mano ZE b&lé n human fat, Guro # béné adj big, large;
important, Gban ST bl¢, Wan # pale

? *0&¢ friend-3 > Mano NE, ZE H¢g, pl. -ni, Guro # bée, Yaure HP bee,
be', Gban # be n friend; friendship, Mwan # b€

? *b¢ here-1 > Dan (bl, k1) A pron. that; (bl) there, Dan (gw) ba, Tura #
b€ adv here (nearby), Guro VV bE adv here (in a distance, but within visibility),
Mwan bé here, there

? *peli viper > Dan (bl) b¥d, b3, b¥u1, Dan (gw) byy, b¥¥, b¥¥, bl
Dan (k) bluuds, Dan (yi) blu, Tura # 6éi, Mano VV bili, Guro #, BN, GR
bili n naja, cobra, Yaure HO puli, Mwan # blu

One set seems to combine «irregular» changes in Guro (analyzed in
the current paragraph) and in Wan (see 3.2.3.1.):

? *ber) granary-3 > Guro # béé n granary; hayloft, Wan # bén, Beng # bén
n granary (for corn or rice)

3.2.3.4. There are several sets where initial p- emerges in some single
languages, while other languages have regular reflexes of *b-. So far, I
have no reasonable explanation for these irregularities; it is more appro-
priate to consider them as unrelated forms:

*bi& powder-4 > Dan (gw) bi, Dan (bl) bid 1 powder; flour, Tura bii n
powder; flour, Mano ZE bii, Gban # [S\ié n ash; powder; flour, {Mwan PM pii}

*bit grass-1> Tura (n) bii, Tura (w) béi, {Beng PA pir 1 grasses; weeds)

*ba rain (to) > Dan (bl) ba, Dan (kl) bar) vi rain, Tura # ba vi fall here
and there; rain; pour; fall together; place oneself; vt make fall here and there; pour;
put, Mano ZE ba vi rain, Mwan CF ba, {Wan # pa } Beng ba

3.2.4. It is interesting to compare the results of my reconstruction with
the data of Claire Grégoire [Grégoire 1988]. In her work, South Mande
was just one among many Mande branches to be compared, but she has
affirmed repeatedly that the East Mande data may be decisive for the
reconstruction of the proto-language of the entire family.

Claire Grégoire singled out 8 labial «types», for each of which she
reconstructed a Proto-Mande phoneme. Let us examine each of them.



Type I: *m. This series rises no questions; it should just be noted that
in Proto-South Mande it is not a separate phoneme, but a nasal allophone
of */6/.

Type II: *mb. Two of Claire's sets, 'to go out' and 'dumb’, in my Proto-
SM reconstruction have initial *6- ('go out (to0)' and 'mute-1', cf. 3.2.1.)
rather than *b-. Her Guro forms b3 'to look like' and bo(b)o 'dumb’ are most
probably taken from the dissertation of H.-Cl. Grégoire (unfortunately,
Claire does not provide the list of her data sources).® As for the Yaure
form bura, it is certainly not genetically identical to the other forms for 'go
out’; there is another form in this language, 5, which fits the set very well,
especially if we take into account the polysemy of this verb in the
languages of the group (and of other Mande languages as well).

The third set, 'to cover', is represented in my data as *bilin bury > Dan
(bl) bi hide, Tura # bii, Mwan # bin, Wan # bla (?), Beng # bli, which
corresponds more or less to Claire's data for South Mande. At the same
time, this set raises two serious problems.

First, my Proto-SM form has *b-, unlike those for 'go out' and 'dumb’,
which is incompatible with their being put together in one «type».

Second, I disagree with Claire as to the links of the stems in other
Mande groups. For me, this stem corresponds to Soso biri vt bury (animal,
object), Mogofin biri vt bury, Nyokolo Maninka and Xasonka buruu vt
bury, Kankan Maninka biri vt bury, Soninke bulu/bullu vt bury, dig in. As
for the forms for Manding and many other West Mande languages provi-
ded by Claire, I consider them as a different stem 'bend-1', whose reflexes
are as follows:

Vai bi'i vi stumble; get caught (as in a trap)

P.Manding *biDi(n), Mandinka biti vt shut, close; cover; finalize
marriage with, Nyokolo Maninka bidi vt cover, Xasonka buti vt cover with
sth. (sth. — kunna); vr bend down, curve; hide oneself, Kagoro VV biti vi
overturn, come down; vt bend; turn over (vessel); cover with sth. (sth. — na); vr
bend down, curve, Maninka bid"l, b{ri, bidi vi fall prone; vt bend (one’s back,
head), curve, stoop; cover with sth. (sth. — 14, k3); sit on (eggs); vr bend down,
stoop; lie face down, fall prone; n ambush, Bamana biri vi fall prone; overturn,
come down (upon — ka); ot bend (one’s back, head), curve, stoop; turn over
(vessel); cover with sth. (sth. — 14, ka); vr bend down, stoop; conceal oneself, skulk,
lurk; lie face down, fall prone; lean back

Bobo pilé/p3lé vi bend (of a vessel)

8 As was mentioned above, in this dissertation b and # are often not distin-
guished.



Guro # bili vi bend; rise; swell

Thus, finally, the stem 'cover' is represented in SM, although in a
different form.

Type III: *mp. It consists of only one set, 'to sting'. Unfortunately,
among the SM forms provided by Claire, only one (that of Dan) belongs
to the stem in question, and even that one is given in a form that is
impossible in Dan, 60 (as it was mentioned, in the nasal context only m3 is
possible, rather than 66); in my data, the Dan-Gweetaa form is 60 'to sting
(of insect)'. As for the other SM forms given by Claire, some of them
(Yaure po, Mwan f0) are absent in my data (and to me seem rather
doubtful), others belong to a quite different stem:

*p5 dig-2 (to) > Dan (bl, gw) p5 ot dig out, Tura # p3 vt dig (soil; hole),
Guro # 5 vt pierce, Mwan # p3 vt pierce,Wan # p3 vt pierce, Beng p5 vt pierce

(After some hesitation, I checked out the Mano form foo 'to dig’
otherwise, it should be considered as irregular.)

Therefore, the reasoning based on the presumption of existence of
Type III cannot be considered as valid.

Type IV: *b. Both sets, 'stomach, belly' and 'white', seem to be valid,
but there is one detail to add: in Wan, the reflex of the stem for 'stomach,
belly' is blii, which makes me reconstruct Proto-SM form *N-pulu (see
3.1.2).

Type V: *v. As has been mentioned in 3.2.2., v- in Mano, Mwan, Wan
and Beng can be explained through diachronic change of *b- before back
labial vowels in certain contexts. This makes it unnecessary to differenti-
ate between Claire's types IV and V.

As for Claire's stem 'to throw', she has fused two different SM stems,
my *bilin throw-1 (to) and *b3 send-2 (see 3.2.1.), both well represented in
the languages of the group.

Type VI: *p. Claire's sets seem to be valid, I disagree on just one point
concerning her set 'to tear, to split: I consider the Wan form pl4 as
belonging to a stem different from all others (see *pia tear in 3.1.1.), which
is yet to be confirmed.

Type VII: *. This type rises no questions; on the reconstruction of a
nasal prefix in the stem *N-fAG3n Tungs' see 3.1.5.

Type VIII: *6. Claire's sets are valid, there are just minor corrections to
be done:

1) 'liver, heart": the Wan form (ka)6lii 'belly' given by Claire is in fact
ka-blii, I mentioned the second component of this form when discussing
the type IV. I do not think that it belongs to the type VIIL;



2) for the same stem, the Mano form given by ZE is il (rather than
bulu);
3) 'antelope, goat'": the Mano form is 60 (rather than gbd, b, bé).

These criticisms are not, by any means, intended to belittle Claire's
work, which was an important contribution to the development of Mande
comparative studies. It is simply meant to demonstrate the progress made
in the Mande studies during the last 15-20 years which allows a compara-
tivist to work with much more precise data as well as continue our
discussion on the importance of internal sub-group reconstructions —
which, according to Claire, «seem to be doomed to failure» [Grégoire
1988:104].

3.3. Alveolars and palatals.

3.3.1. In a great majority of cases, the proto-phoneme *- is reflected in
modern SM languages without any change (Series 10).

Series 10:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*t t t t t t t t t t

*ii black-2 > Dan (bl, gw, ka) tii, Dan (k1) ti adj black; dark; (bl)
unknown; (bl, ka) dirty, Tura # tii, Mano NE, VV, ZE tii, Guro #, BN, GR,
ST ti, Gban ST tié vi be black, Mwan # ti, Wan AT ti, Beng # tii

*{in& charcoal-2 Tura # t1€ Mano ZE ti§, Guro #, GR ta§, Gban ST
t(i€, Beng # tanif (?)

*ta close-2 (to), shut (to) > Dan (bl) ta vt close; bar, Tura # dé-ta vi close;
vt close, Mano ZE 1é-taa, Guro # 1¢-tA vt, Wan # 16-ta vt close, shut; bar;
damn, Beng GA, PA ta vt close; stick, clue

*telé darkness-2 > Dan (gw) tr¥¥, Dan (kl) triu vi grow dark; n darkness;
adj dirty, Tura # tala vi blacken, darken, Wan # tré n night, Beng # tri ot
blacken, darken

*t3n draw (to; water)-2 > Dan (bl, gw) t5, Guro #, BN t3, hab. t5a, Yaure
HO t5, Mwan # t5, Wan # tin, Beng # t5 vt draw (water); pick up

*t00 drop-2, point > Guro # tO0, progr. tO0 vt drip, vi drop, seep, Gban
ST t6 n drop, Beng # t5t5 vi leak water, t5-14 vt pour by drops



*t51¢ earth-4 > Mano ZE tia (?) n earth; pp down, Guro # tél¢, Yaure HP
tre, Gban ST t64 (?), Mwan # tré, Wan # tr33 n earth; soil, Beng GL tI5 n
bottom; adv low

*t3151 ear > Dan (bl) t6, Dan (gw) t0, Dan (k1) t6, Tura # t616 rn, Mano
ZE, VV 166, Guro ST t5-ng, Yaure HP t5ré, Gban ST t6, Mwan # tr3, Beng
# trén

*t3 fart > Dan (gw) t5, Tura # t6n, Guro BN t3, Beng # t5

*t{ father-3 > Guro trn father; adult male, Yaure HP ti, Yaure HO t{ rn
father, Yaure HO ti n Mister, Mwan # ti 1 uncle (mother’s brother)

*taa go (to)-1 > Dan (bl, gw) ta, Dan (kl) t& n walking; travel; step, Tura
# tdd n walking; travel, Mano NE taa n walking, Guro # taa n walking; travel,
Yaure HP t4 vi, Gban ST t4, Mwan # taa n walk, Wan ta n walk, Beng PA
ta

*t535 hill-1 > Dan (gw) t5, Dan (bl) t5, Dan (k1) t5 n mountain, Tura # t55
n mountain, Mano ZE 33 n hill, Beng 31 n termite hill

*t30 law > Dan (bl) t50, Dan (gw) t31) n law; taboo; (bl) advice, Tura #
t5y n law, Mano VV t5, Mwan PM téon, Wan # ton n arrangement,
compromise solution

*toko mongoose > Mwan # toko n mongoose; civette, Wan # togo n long-
snouted mongoose

*t06 mush-2 > Dan (gw) too n sticky cassava or millet mush, Tura # tOU n
maize mush, Guro # tod n cassava mush, Gban ST to n maize, Mwan # t06 n
paste

*t010 mushroom-2 > Dan (bl) t6-d¢, Dan (gw) tiAA(d€), Tura # t616 n
edible mushroom (sp.), Guro # t0l0, Gban ST t6, Wan # toli, Mwan 16,
Beng # trén

*t5 name-1 > Dan (bl, gw, k1) t5 rn, Tura # t3 rn name; reputation, Mano
NE, ZE t5 rn, Guro # t5, Yaure HP t5 rn, Gban ST t5, Mwan # t3, Wan # t3,
Beng PA t5

*tii orphan-2 > Dan (bl) té-nA, Dan (gw) te-naA, Dan (kl) téeé-na, Tura #
tii-n&, Mano VV tii, Mwan # tié-né/tié-né

*téli porcupine-4 > Dan (bl) té, Dan (gw) t, Dan (kl) t& n small
porcupine (Atherurus africanus), Tura # ti{ n white-bellied African hedgehog
(Atelerix albiventris), Mano VV t&, Guro #, BN téli n small porcupine
(Atherurus africanus)

*t3n3 profit-2 > Dan (bl) trtiA, Dan (k) trd>, Dan (gw) tr35, Tura t515 n
profit; reward, Mano V'V tn5, Guro # 5n3, Mwan # t1553, Beng # w5/ < Jula?)



*£€ red-1 > Dan (bh, yi) t€f), Dan (k1) t4, pl. tE€-ndy, adj red, Dan (gw)
té1) adj (rare, obsc.) bright red, Tura # té¢, Guro t adj (pej.) red, Gban ST, VV
té adj reddish, Mwan # t§, Wan # t§, Beng GL, PA té

*tana red-2 > Dan (gw), ta vi redden, Dan (k1) tna vi ripen, Tura # taa vi
redden; ripen, Mano ZE ta3, tad adj ? ripe, Guro # tand adj ripe and red; vi
ripen (of fruits which become red, yellow, orange...); redden; vt paint in red, make
red, Gban ST ti vi ripen, Mwan # tla ripen, Wan # 133 adj ripe; vi ripen,
Beng # t1a vi ripen, vt make red

*t0 remain-1 > Dan (bl, gw) t6 vi remain; vt leave, abandon, Tura # t6 vi
remain; continue; be (sth. — ga); become (sth. — ga); vt leave, let remain; make,
transform (into — g4), Mano ZE t6, Yaure HB t0i, impf. t0€ vt leave, Gban ST
t6 vt leave; forget, Mwan PM t6 vt leave; let, Beng # tha vi leave; vt abandon,
leave; divorce; make, compell

*t315 spoon-3 > Tura # t315, Mwan # t3

*té.ﬁlj stranger-2 > Tura # 35, t5U, Wan # tali n stranger, foreigner; adj
foreign, Beng # ténin

*tV then > Mano ZE t6, to, t06 conj then (in this case), Guro #, BN té,
Yaure HB te conj as, as far as; when; if

*ton time-4 > Dan (gw) tyf), Dan (kl) t¥9, Dan (bl) t¥1 n time; (kI)
weather, Tura # téé gf at the moment (of), Guro # tO n time; day, Yaure HP tu

*51¢ tomorrow > Tura # tili, Mano NE, ZE, VV to0, Guro # tél¢, Yaure
HP tr¢, Mwan # t66 (?), Wan # toli

*t3 weave (to) > Guro # t4, Imp., Perf. ta ot plait, tress, Gban ta (?) vt
produce, make, or, Gban ST 5 vt weave, Mwan # t, Wan # t3, Beng PA tia
vt weave; plait

*tiia yet > Dan (gw) tU, Tura # t{ia part still, Guro BN ti part (not) yet.

There is one set in which irregular forms (d- in Tura, d- in Yaure) can
be most probably explained by the grammatical function of the words
(postpositions; cf. an irregular voiced consonant in the reflex of the
postposition *ba in Yaure, section 3.2.3.2.):

*ta surface > Dan (bl) ta, Dan (gw) ta, Dan (kl) ta pp on, upon; rn
surface, Tura # ta, da rn surface; hundred (?); pp on, upon, Guro #, BN ta pp
on, Yaure HO da pp on, Mwan # ta pp on; in, Wan # ta pp on, upon; rn
surface.

3.3.2. In monosyllabic oral feet *{- > ¢- in Guro before -¢.



Series 11:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*t t t t c ? t t t ?

*t¢ fire-1 > Tura # té-{ n sweat, Mano NE, ZE, VV tié n fire; light, Guro
#, GR, ST cé n fire; heat; light; electricity, Gban ST t€ n heat, Mwan # t¢ fire,
Wan # té.

There is another example where *t > ¢ in Guro in a different context,
but I am not sure that the Guro form (as well as Wan and Mwan) repre-
sents the same stem as in Dan-Gweetaa, Kla-Dan and Mano:

*tisé sneeze-1 > Dan (kl) tisg, Dan (gw) tisi¥¥, Mano ZE tisée, Guro
GRci (?), Wan # tid (?)

3.3.3. There are four sets where d- in Beng corresponds to ¢- in all the
other languages of the group. It is tempting to reconstruct *#- for these
cases, too, but there seems to be no common phonetic or morphophone-
mic conditioning for the change *- > d- in Beng (we can just mention that
this change was accompanied with lowering of tone). For the time being, I
will reconstruct for these sets *t- with a question mark. It is also possible
that the Beng forms do not belong to the same sets (in this case, the set
'dance’ can be merged with the set 'to weave').

Series 12:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*7t t t t t t t t t d

? *ta dance > Dan (gw) ta, Dan (bl) ta n dance; music; song, Tura # taa n
dance; music; song, Mano NE tA n dance, Yaure HP {3 ot dance sth., Mwan #
ta vt dance sth., vi tread (on — ta), Wan ta vt dance sth., Beng # da vt sing

? *t4ld 0il-1 > Dan (bl) tae-y5 (?), Guro GR tild n shea tree butter,
Gban ST tla n shea tree, shea butter, Beng GL dra-ii, PA dlu-i

? *t00 sauce-4 > Dan (gw) t00, Beng # d55

? *t& sow (to)-1 > Dan (bl, gw) ta vt plant, sow; cultivate, Tura # ta ot
plant, sow; cork, fill, Mano ZE taa vt sow (seeds), Yaure HP ta vt plant, Gban
ST ta, Mwan CF:40 ti , Wan # t4 vt plant, sow, seed, Beng GL da, PA da

To the same series may belong the set chest-2, if we assume a sub-
sequent change *d > z in Beng in the position before a back upper vowel:



? *ton) chest-2 > Dan (gw, k1) # ton), Wan # 5, Beng # zi.?

3.3.4. In two other sets, d- in Guro corresponds to f- in the other
languages. These irregularities may have different grounds. The first
lexeme belongs to the semantic group «names of elder relatives». Nouns
of this group in many West Mande languages display traces of a prefixal
morpheme that T reconstruct as *N- (Vydrine 1994, 2001). According to
this hypothesis, the Proto-SM form for this word could be reconstructed
as *N-téné.

As for the other set, I do not see any reasonable explanation; the Guro
form di may be just unrelated to the forms of the other languages.

*N-téné paternal aunt > Tura # té¢, Guro BN dni

*tif) heap > Tura # til‘j, fif) adj numerous, in a great number; n pile, heap;
scrap-heap, [Guro # di adv much; very; adj numerous, in a great number] Gban
ST 1, Wan # ti adv much, Beng GL tin n heap, pile, # tifj vi gather together, vt
gather

3.3.5. Series 13 (t- in Yaure, d- elsewhere) undoubtedly corresponds to
Proto-SM *d-.

Series 13:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*d d d d d t d d d d

*d3na ant-3 > Dan (bl) draa n small black ants (sp.), Guro # ddng n
small red ants

*ddldy beer (< Jula ddld, ddrd; the word may have also been borrowed
independently into each SM language) > Dan (bl) d155, Dan (gw) dI>> n red
wine (imported), Tura # d3I51) n red wine (imported), Guro BN dId n red wine,
Gban ST d15, Mwan dI> red wine, Wan # d1> n wine

*d3n5 borrow > Guro #, BN d3n3 n debt, credit, Gban # du (?) n debt,
credit, Mwan # dr5 n debt

*d5né cook (to)-4 > Guro # d3né vt, Yaure HP twg, t5¢ vt, Wan # dro vt

*dd315 cold-2 > Mano ZE, VV d3315 adj cold; slow, Guro # ddI5 adj calm;
peaceful, Mwan # dd> adj fresh; wet, Wan # dbI5 adj cold, cool; slow

*dtin) deep-1>Mwan # dii adj deep, Wan # dln n deepness

° Another option is to include this Beng form into the set *heart (series 20).



*dila fall (to)-2 > Guro # dia vi fall, vt drop, Yaure til3, Beng # dra vi
fall; die at the delivery

*da female-1 > Tura # da adj female, Guro #, BN, GR da, Gban ST da,
Mwan PM da

*da hibiscus > Gban # da n shrub (sp.); sauce of leaves of this shrub,
Mwan # da

*dtilen hook-1 (fishing) > Guro #, BN diilé n fishing rod, Mwan # dulén

*dawili means (< Manding dabari < Ar. dabbara take measures;
machinate; independent borrowing into single SM languages is also possible) >
Tura # d46ili n miracle, Guro BN (north), # dabili, (south) dawli n
deception,Yaure HB dawill n trick, ruse, Mwan # dawli, Mwan # dawli n
secret; trick, ruse, Wan # daali

*da measure (to)-2 > Dan (bl, gw) d& vt measure, weigh; taste, Tura # d3,
Mano ZE di ot taste; learn; take; see, Guro # da vt measure, weigh; taste,
Mwan da ot measure; taste, Beng # da ot taste; lick

*dif noise-3 > Dan (bl) dif, Gban # di

*d0 one-1 > Dan (bl, gw) do, Dan (kl) do, Tura # d6é num one; adv
immediately, instantly, Mano NE, ZE, VV do6 num one, do pron. some; other,
Guro GR dv, Yaure HP:94,95 t0 ~ tu ~ t0, Gban ST do num one; adv once
upon a time, Mwan # do, Wan # do, Beng GL, PA do

*dugoy ostrich > Tura # duigdny, Guro GR duo

*ddkd pot-1 > Guro GR d> n big pot for sauce, Gban ST ddk3, d53 (?),
Beng GL, PA da (?) n large ceramic water pot

*di spear-2 > Dan (gw) dui(-ga), Dan (kl) ddi-na, Dan (bl) diix n spear,
javelin (in Bl. — arch.), Tura # di, Guro #, BN, GR, ST di n spear; arrow,
Gban ST di n arrow, bow, Mwan # di n spear, arrow, Wan VV di

*d5a-né spider-1 > Dan (bl, gw) daa Tura # da-i n spider (generic
name), Guro # dani n tarantuls, Gban ST dié-glo, dié-o n spider (sp.),
Mwan dtia-ni venomous spider

*d3 stand (to) > Dan (gw) # d5, d5 (?), Dan (bl, k1) d5 vi stop (to wait); vt
put; build; give (to — g3); charge; accompany; accuse; be suitable for; n building
(process), Tura # db vi stand up; be standing; stop; wait (for — g5); live (in - gi);
vt build; put, place; wait for (?); rn wall; bone, Mano NE, ZE d5 vi stand, stand
up; stop; vt build; dam, Guro db, hab. -a vi stop; stand up; vt build, erect, Yaure
HB t5 vi stop; vt build; stop, Gban ST db vt put, install, Mwan # d5 vt put;
build; vi grow (of plant), Beng # d5 vt stop; stand sth. up; erect, construct
(house)

*dana teach (to) > Dan (bl) daa, dai, Dan (gw) # draa ot teach smb.;
learn sth., Tura # d3> vt teach smb.; learn sth., Guro #, GR dania vt learn,



Yaure tard-14 ot learn, Mwan AY dii, Wan # dind, Beng # d5d> ot learn
sth.

*ddgd> termite (flying, ephemera)-2 > Dan (gw) d3 n flying termite
(appears in February, after the first rain), Tura # d66 n night termite, Guro GR
dd3 n flying termite (appears at the time when corn is ripening), Yaure HO t35,
t3' n termite (sp.), Wan # d5gd n termite

*d>5 that (conjunctive)-2 > Mwan # d55 object clause conjunctive, Wan #
doo marker of reported speech

*d5n3-d3n3 wasp > Guro # d5n3-n3 n mason wasp, Mwan # d33d35

*dualan web (of spider) > Dan (bl) drén, dr3, Tura ¢ d{i, Guro ¢, BN
daa, Beng # dra

*de who? > Dan (bl) d¥, Dan (gw) # d¥, dé, Gban # dé, Mwan # de,
Wan # de, dee pron who? what kind of? Beng # dé

3.3.6. The next series is characterized by the appearance of z- in Beng
and sporadically in Guro (‘axe-1'), Mano ('buffalo’; [j-] in my field data is
most probably a contextual realization of /z-/) and Wan ('buffalo’, 'deep’).

Analysis of the data demonstrates that what we have here is a contex-
tual change *d > z before a labial vowel, which is more or less consequent
depending on language. It is undoubtedly the same process of spiranti-
zation of voiced occlusives before back labial vowels as attested in the
change *b > v in the same SM languages.

Series 14:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*d d d d, z dz t d d jzdz

*dtia axe-1> Dan (bl, gw) dua, Dan (kl) dug, Tura # dua, Guro # zaa,
Beng GL, PA za

*d511 bud > Tura # dty n bud; rice basket; vi bud, Mano ZE dé&i ?, Gban #
diis, Beng # 751

*duo buffalo > Dan (gw) du¥, Dan (kl) duiyy, Dan (bl) da¥, da¥s,
Tura # duo, Mano VV jiao, Guro #, BN, GR du, Gban ST due, Mwan #
da, Wan #jd

*duli cow, cattle-2 > Dan (bl) d{i, Dan (gw) di, Dan (kl) dG, Tura #
dili, Mano ZE dii, Guro #, GR dili, Yaure HO tir;, Gban ST dddo, ddo,
Mwan # dri, Wan # di, Beng PA z0

*dii deep > Mwan # dti, Wan # du, zln deepness



*dié hang > Dan (bl, gw) dii, Tura # d{i vi, Guro # dii vt, Mwan # diit
vt hang, Wan # dungé, Beng PA z& vi hang down; lean; slip down

3.3.7. The specific character of Series 15, in comparison with Series 13,
is in the Wan reflex, f-. In one case ('cough’), t- appears also in Gban.

In 4 cases out of 5, the initial consonant in Wan is followed by a back
labial vowel, which can be a phonetic condition for the change *d- > t-. The
counterarguments against this interpretation are:

a) in the set 'lie down-1', this condition is not observed;

b) the same phonetic condition is established in 3.3.6. for the change
*d > z in a number of languages, including Wan.

I can suggest only tentative answers:

a) the Wan form #4 in the set 'lie down-1' is probably irregular and
could be result of a merger of *da with a different verb (cf. {4 'to plant, to
seed');

b) the phonetic conditioning for both series 14 and 15 can be subtler
and include such factors as tones and +ATR harmony, which cannot be
established in this first approach.

For the time being, I shall reconstruct for these sets *d- with a
question mark.

Another option would be to reconstruct a separate phoneme, for
example, *f.

Series 15:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
2*d d d d d t d t d t d

? *d5nii cough > Dan (bl, gw) d5, Dan (kl) d3 n, Tura # d55 n, Mano
ZE d5, d3(i, Gban ST tI5 vi, Wan # t5ni, Beng # dr3 n

? *d00 francolin > Tura # d00, Guro # d0O n harlequin quail (Coturnix
delegorguei), Yaure HO t0i6, Wan # tii n Francolinus albogularis

? *d3 know (to) > Dan (bl, gw) d5, Dan (k1) d> vi know; (rare) speak (a
language), Tura # d5 vt know; understand; speak (a language), Mano NE yi-d>
ot know, understand, Mano ZE d> vt know, Guro #, GR dd>, Gban ST db,
Mwan CF d> vt know; make (smb. — ba) know sth., Wan # t5 vt know;
recognize, identify, Beng PA d5

? *da lie down-1 > Dan (bl) da vi come; enter; shoot, sprout; rise, ascend;
join (smb. — pi'x'); commit adultery (with a woman — deé pi'x'); vt put; add (to — ta);



throw; store; wear, Dan (gw) da vi rise; land; vt lift; attach; wear (clothes); draw
alongside (boat); (gw) helve; create; rear (poultry, livestock); name smb. (as — d&),
Dan (k1) da vi walk; vt kindle (fire), Tura # daa vi lie down; enter (in — gi),
come, accede, arrive; fall; appear, happen; go up; occur; come to existence; result
(in — gi/); vt put (on — ta); name smb. (as — né); make enter; add (to — 1€, ta); drop;
apply; create (of God); reveal, make public; baptize smb. (with the name of — n¢);
rear, keep (cattle, birds), Mano ZE, VV da vi fall; vt drop; put (clothes; on —
m)), Guro da, hab. dad vi come; pour (of rain), Yaure HB td vi come, Gban
ST da ot put, place, Mwan CF:40 da vi come, [Wan # ta put] Beng # da vi
come; lay (egg); sing (song)

? *d51& new-2 > Dan (bl) d$1, dAw, Dan (gw) d¥¥, Dan (kl) dég, Dan
(bh, yi) d&g, Tura # d€¢, Mano VV, ZE d&E adj new; young, Guro #, ST, BN,
GR délg, Gban ST doa, Mwan # drg, Wan # t5lé , Beng # da-dre.

3.3.8. There is one set which differs from Series 13 only in the Tura
form, where n- appears instead of d-. As it is a name of an elder kin, I can
suggest the same explanation as for the set 'paternal aunt' in 3.3.4.: the
nasalization of the initial consonant may be a trace of the archaic prefix
*N-, a noun classifier.

Series 15a:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
Nd d n d d ¢ d d d d

*N-d&§ father-2 > Dan (bl) di, Dan (gw) da, Dan (k1) dA rn father,
paternal uncle, Tura # né rn father, paternal uncle, Mano NE, ZE, VV daa, pl
-ni, Gban ST d&, Mwan # d§, Wan # dee, Beng GL dé, Beng PA dé.

3.3.9. In one more set, the Guro form with an initial - stands out. For
the time being I do not have a reasonable explanation for this irregularity;
it is possible that the Guro form is simply unrelated to the forms in other
languages.

*dtini snail-2 > Dan (bl) drdif, driudy, drii, Dan (gw) # druu), Dan
(k1) dr¥, Mano ZE d&i, {Guro # t0100,} Gban ST di 1 snail (sp.)

3.3.10. Series 16 and 17 represent reflexes of the proto-SM implosive
*d- in oral and nasal contexts respectively. There are some sets (given after
the Series 17) where in some SM languages we have n-, in others [- or d-.
This fact does not represent a problem for the reconstruction of initial con-



sonants, because it depends on the nasality/orality of the foot, which lies
outside the scope of this paper. As it was already mentioned, among the
languages of the SM group, n- and I- are opposed only in Beng, and even
in this language that opposition is recent.

A real problem which I am not yet ready to handle constitutes the
status of the oppositions I- : lI- in Kla-Dan and in Wan, as well as the dis-
tribution of I- and 4~ in Kla-Dan. It is hardly possible to produce any state-
ment about their history before a thorough synchronic description is
done. In other Dan variants (Blo, Gweetaa), I- and d- are distinct phone-
mes, but it is d- that reflects the proto-phoneme *d-, while /- is an innova-
tion resulting from monosyllabification of former disyllabic feet, cf. 3.5.4.,
3.5.9. In other languages I- and 4- are in free variation (Tura, Guro, Mwan,
Wan), or only [- is attested (Mano, Yaure, Gban, Beng).

Series 16:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*d d d~1 1 d~1 d~1 1 d~1  d~1 1

*did advice > Dan (gw) did, Dan (bl) diad, Dan (k1) luwee (?), Tura #
die, Mano VV lud-wg, Mwan lia vi give advice, Wan # lia vi give advice

*d5 buy-2 > Dan (bl, gw) d3, Dan (kD) 15 vt buy sth. (from — g3), Tura #
d5, Mano NE, ZE 15, Guro #, GR, BN 15, Yaure HP 15 vt buy (from — 13),
Mwan # 15/15, Wan # la, Beng GL, PA 1a vt buy (for — ni)

*d&t call-3 > Dan (gw) d&, Dan (k1) dg, Dan (bl) d€ vt call; call, name,
Tura # dee vt call; call, name, Guro # 1aa, Yaure HP 1a4-60 vt call, name

*dd> desire-2 > Dan (bl) d5, Dan (gw) d5 rn love for; desire for, Tura #
-d35 n love for, Guro # 1515 n hunger, Mwan Ir> desire, Wan # 1 rn desire for;
intention

*dié front > Dan (gw) di§ pp before, in front of, Tura # dié-1&, dé-1€ adj
first; pp before, Guro GR 1€ n front; pp in front of, before, Mwan 1€ pp in front

0
f

*qOU hare-2 > Tura # dOO-1-né, dU-1-né, Mwan # 166-né, CF 166-ns,
Wan # lon

*déén leaf-3 > Dan (gw) dé, Dan (k1) d€, Dan (bl) d¢ rn, Tura # dé-
kwé, Mano ZE 1¢¢, Guro #, BN laa, Yaure HP 1a 1 leaf; hand (in relation to
arm, pé); peace (of cloth), Gban ST 14 n leaf; plate, Mwan # laa, Wan # lan,
Beng # lana



*d6 leave (g0 away)-1 > Dan (bl, gw) d6, Dan (kl) 16 vi go; leave; (kl)
auxiliary for future tense, Dan (bl) ¥ auxiliary for future tense, Tura # d6 vi
go; leave; bring away (sth./smb. — na ... g4); continue (to — -d-gerund); vt make
leave; n going, Mano NE, ZE 16, Wan # 16 vt take away

*domra (?) lemon (a loanword from European languages?) > Dan (gw) doi)
~ d¥1, Dan (k1) 1I¥9 (1¥n?) n lemon, mandarin, Guro # 16wo n lemon,
mandarin, orange, Mwan # lomlin n orange, Beng # 1omlé n orange

*|é lip-1 > Gban # 1, 1ié, Mwan # 1& rn lip; edge

*d%5 (< Manding *d5g5 ?) market-1 > Dan (bl) d55, Dan (gw) d35,
Tura # d66 n market; date, Mano NE, ZE 155 n market; week, Beng GL, PA
155

*da (postposition) at > Mano ZE la pp on, at, in, Mwan # la/la pp in, at;
under

*da rain-2 > Dan (bl, gw) da, Dan (k) 1a, Tura # da n rain; storm,
tempest, Guro #, GR 1a n sky, Mwan # la, Beng GL, PA la

*dtdt round-1 > Dan (bl) dxiud¥i, d¥¥d¥, Dan (gw, gp, sa) dyydyy,
Dan (gn, sl, pl) dyydy, Dan (gb) d¥¥d¥¥, Dan (te) d¥¥d¥, Guro #, GR
U1 vt make circular; turn around

*d&g sky-4 > Tura # d&- n air, atmosphere, Mano ZE 1&, 14 n sky; top,
upper part, 1&-yi, 1&&-yi n rain, Guro #, GR 18 n rain; year; age, Yaure HP 1¢ n
year, Mwan # 1€€ n year

*diairj speak-2 Dan (gw) diaf, Dan (k1) cﬁa’.ﬁ n speech, discourse, Tura #
diafj n discourse, Mwan # ja n speech

*duulé thorn-3 > Tura # dUtilée n thorn; acne, furuncle, Guro ST 1eli,
Gban ST 1¢ n thorn; fishbone

*dt woman-3 > Dan (bl) dé-b5, pl. doond, Dan (gw) dé-ba, pl. de-ba-
nl, d6ontl, Dan (yi) dé-bo, pl. d65, don-nti, dé-bo-nti, Dan (bln) dé-b, pl.
de-bonty, doo-nti, Dan (kD) de, pl. de-b3-nt n woman; wife, Tura # dé n
woman; wife; son’s wife (for a man), Mano NE, ZE leg, pl. 10a, VV laa-vd,
Guro # Ii, pl. li-ny, 16-mu, 16-4, Yaure HP li-md, Gban ST 1¢, pl. nu,
Mwan # 16, Wan l€, Beng PA 1&1) n woman; female

Series 17:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
“/dl [n]  [n] [n]  [n] [n] [n] [n] [n] [n]  n

*nlt come-3 > Dan (bl, gw) nii, Dan (k1) nli vi come; bring (sth. — ka),
send (smb. — ka), Tura # na vi come; bring (sth. — na...g4), Mano # nt/na vi



come; bring (sth. — ka); future time marker, Gban ST nu vi come, nu nearest
future marker, Mwan # nd, PM nii, Beng GL, PA nu-1¢ vi come; return

*naa fasten > Dan (bl) nAA, nan vi stick, adhere; get stuck, jam; get into
trouble; vt stick, glue, Tura # naa vi stick, adhere; vt stick, glue, Beng # na ot
stick, glue

*n3 give (to)-4 > Dan (bl, gw) nii, Dan (k1) nu vt give sth. (to — d€/d¢),
Tura # nt vt give sth. (fo — n&), Mano NE, VV, ZE n5 vt give, Guro # nd, hab.
nd vt give (to — 1&), Yaure HP nd vt give (to — 1¢), Gban ST nd vt give, Mwan
# na/na vt give sth. (smb. — ni)

*naa grandmother-2 > Dan (bl) na, Dan (gw, kl) n& rn grandmother,
grand-grand-mother; elder paternal aunt; father’s or mother’s elder brother’s
wife; mather’s elder co-wife; mother-in-law (for a man), Tura # nd& rn grand-
mother; elder paternal aunt; father’s or mother’s elder brother’s wife; elder sister-
in-law; mother-in-law, grand-mother-in-law, Guro # naa, Yaure HO nad rn,
Mwan # naa-lé n mother-in-law (for a woman), Wan # na rn mother, Beng #
na rn mother

*n5n5 milk (<« Manding nnd, or independent borrowings to the single SM
languages) > Dan (bl, k1) n3n3, Dan (gw) n3n3, ndn0, Tura # ndn35, nn3,
Guro # ndnd n milk in powder, Mwan # ndnd, nr5, Beng # ndnd

*nu plural marker-3 > Dan (bl) nti, Dan (gw) nti, Tura ni associative
plural mark, an (< *a-nt) 3pl. object pronoun, Mano ZE nu plural marker of
"conjoined subject” pronouns, Guro nu, ndi, Yaure HP nu, Gban # nti, Beng
# ntin

*néné taste > Dan (gw) nééneE, Dan (k1) néént adj testy, sweet (sugary),
Tura # nééné€ adj pleasant, Mano ZE néingi, Guro # néné adj tasty; sweet;
pleasant; true (of words); n good taste; adv tastiness; sweetness, Mwan # nraa v
be sweet, Beng # néné adj sweet; good

*na wife > Tura # n30 n wife; married woman, Mano ZE, VV na, pl. nani
rn, Guro # na, Yaure HO na rn, Gban ST na, Mwan # na/na, Wan # nd

Mixed sets '~ n:

*dondon count-2 > Dan (bl) don, Dan (gw) dom, Dan (k) 1155, Tura #
nind ot count, calculate, Mano VV lhrﬁ, Guro # ndnd, Yaure HB yﬁnﬁ ?),
Mwan ndd vt count, Wan # 1ro

*d daughter > Dan (bl, gw) du rn daughter; brother's daughter (for a
man); sister’s daughter (for a woman), Tura # dG rn daughter (including
brother’s daughters); female paternal cross-cousin (for a woman), Mano ZE 14,
Ii ¥n, Guro #, BN, GR la daughter; nephew (sister’s and brother’s daughter);
daughter-in-law, Yaure HP 1t rn daughter, Mwan # 1t1/1t;, Wan # nun



*dén place-3 > Dan (bl) d€, Dan (gw) # d& n place, Dan (k1) d& n soil,
ground, Tura # dee, Mano ZE 1& n place; farm, field; yard, Guro #, BN na rn
place; pred. marker of the progressive, Yaure HO, HP na rn place; pred. marker
of the progressive, Wan # n&

*d&n postposition-for-2 > Dan (bl) dA, Dan (gw) d& pp for, marker of the
addressee, Tura n€ pp for; as, like; for the reason of, Mano NE 1¢€, Guro # 1€ pp
for; marker of purpose; marker of negation in Perfect, Yaure HP 1& pp for; marker
of purpose; marker of negation in Perfect, Mwan # 1€ pp before; marker of «irre-
alis» (negation, Future), Wan # 1&n)

*dan sky-3 > Dan (bl) daf), Dan (gw) dai), Dan (kl) dan-ga, Tura #
ddn)-wé€ n air, atmosphere, Mwan # laa-nima pp upwards, Wan # n‘arj-gbémf
n sky; above (cf. Rain-2)

*duan slave > Dan (bl) nua-mé, Dan (gw) # duain, Dan (kl) dusn,
Tura # ntia, Guro # lal, BN, GR laa n slave; child given as surety, Yaure
HO n33, Gban ST nii}, Mwan PM 13, Beng # 155 n slave; vi work as a slave

*dia turn > Dan (bl) dia, Dan (k1) dié vi turn; change, transform (in —
ka); vt mix; translate; misinterpret, Mano VV nia, Guro # 1ili vt turn; twirl;
encircle, Gban ST Ii, Wan # nr> (?) vi weave, Beng # li

Mixed sets n ~ d-

*ndé bat-4 > Dan (bl) n&é n n straw-coloured fruit bat; flying calf, Dan
(gw) né&e n bat, Tura # nai, Gban ST 1§

*né child > Dan (bl, gw, kl) ni n child; brother’s child; young sister’s
child, Tura # n€, pl. nd0, nd0bo rn (one’s) child (both for humans and animals),
Mano NE, ZE né, pl. n3d; né-fu, pl. nd5>-be; VV pl. ndd, nds-vd fn, Guro né,
pl. nanu, né-nu n child; baby, Yaure HO né n child, Gban ST ni, Mwan #
n&/né, Wan né, Beng # 1é1) n child; offspring

*néné cold-1 > Dan (bl) néné, Dan (gw, kl) néné, Dan (gw) nin{ n cold;
fever, Tura # nini 1 cold; fever, Mano NE, ZE, VV néné n cold, Mwan # niini
n cold, Wan # 1&l¢, Iré, Beng PA néné

*nii life (spirit) > Dan (bl) nii, Dan (gw) nii, Dan (k) ni{ rn soul, spirit;
character, Tura # nii soul, spirit, Mano MB ni, Mwan # lii n shadow; soul;
spirit, Wan nin spirit of an alive person, Beng # nif) n soul, spirit

*ninén shadow-1 > Mano VV nini, Guro # 1&li rn shadow; soul (of a living
being), ghost (of a dead), Wan # 1én-1eli, RV 1én-1eli n shade, Beng GL nénér
n shadow; spirit; soul (of a living person)

*nané tongue > Dan (gw) né¥(-ga), Dan (bl) né(-ga), Tura # né-&,
Mano ZE nana, Guro # néng, Yaure HO néné, Gban ST né, Mwan # néné
~nré, Wan # 1éni, Beng # nanan



3.3.11. In monosyllabic words of the type CV *d- > y- in Beng before
front vowels.

Series 18:

*dé mouth > Dan (bl) d{, Dan (gw) di, Dan (kD) 1 rn mouth; orifice,
opening, Tura # dé; dié (arch.) rn extremity, border; surface; pp on, upon,
Mano ZE 1€ rn mouth; door; edge, Guro # 1€é, Yaure AT le-bo, Gban ST li
rn mouth; pp in; between; on the brink of, Mwan # 1¢, Mwan # i 71 mouth; pp
on; in, Wan AT la-ga rn mouth, Wan # 16 rn border, edge, Beng GL, PA yé n
mouth; edge, end; pp on, in

*di hunger-2 > {Dan (bl) difj, Dan (bl, gw) di, Dan (k1) dif) n hunger; rn
(bl. gw) taste,} Tura # di rn taste, Beng # yi

Dan forms in the latter set may belong to different roots (on the
irregular correspondences d- ~ d- see 3.3.12.).

3.3.12. Irregularities: d ~ (d)

In some sets we find irregular correspondences: d- in Beng, Mwan,
Wan, Tura or Guro may correspond to 4- ~ I- ~ n- in other languages. In
some cases, this irregularity may be explained through independent bor-
rowing from Manding languages: Wan, Beng and Guro tend to maintain
d- in loanwords, while in Dan, Tura, Mano these words acquire initial 4- ~
-~ n-.

(Maninka danka, Bamana danga, Mau déé') damn, curse > Dan (bl)
danga, Dan (gw) daf, Dan (kl) 11a1) n damnation, Tura # ddfgd, dana n
damnation, Mano VV nana n damnation, Guro BN daka n misfortune, Wan
# dana n curse; misfortune

(Maninka, Bamana dons6, Mau lonzo) hunter > Tura # donyé n
hunter; leopard, Mwan doso, Wan # donzo

(Maninka duna, Jula ddnupa < Ar. dunyaa) world > Dan (gw) # i<,
Dan (kl) dié, Tura # diiyaa n long life, Beng PA dliiya

Two other sets where irregularities of this kind occur are names of el-
der relatives which can probably be explained through the presence in the
proto-language of a trace of the archaic prefix *N-:

*N-doo elder brother > Dan (bl, gw) doo, Dan (k1) 1060 rn elder brother;
elder ortho-cousin, Tura # d6O rn elder brother; elder ortho-cousin, Mwan #
doo-1€ rn elder sister

*N-déa mother-4 > Dan (bl) dé, Dan (gw) dé (cf. *woman-3) rn mother;
mother’s younger sister; younger paternal uncle’s wife; mother’s co-wife, Dan
(kD) deé rn mother, Tura # daa rn mother; mother’s younger sister; paternal



uncle’s wife, Mano ZE 1é€, Mwan # n&E rn mother; elder female relative, Wan
#na rn, Beng GL, PA da.

In another case I see no reasonable explanation for the irregular d-. It
is probable that the form with d- does not belong to this set:

*dolu fog-2 > Dan (gw) d(iti, Dan (k1) dtld, Dan (bl) dut # fog (at the
rainy season), Tura # d66 n rainy clouds, Mano ZE 1Gélué (?) n clouds, Guro
# 16lu ~ 1ol n cloud; fog, Yaure HO 1614, Gban ST 15, {Beng # dn3}

3.3.13. There is one set where all the languages of the Western branch
of SM produce forms with initial d- ~ I-, while in the other languages ¢-
appears. We are probably dealing with two different roots:

*duli dirt-1> Dan (bl) di&i4, dGG, Dan (bh, bn, gw) dii, Dan (k1) I,
Tura # dii, Mano ZE lili

*tilin dirt-2 > Guro # tili n dirt; adj dirty, Yaure HP tir{ adj dirty, Mwan
# tritj, Wan # AT trﬁ] n dirt; traditional medicament.

3.3.14. Proto-SM *s- has not undergone any change in the modern lan-
guages.

Series 19:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

*s S S S S S S S S S

*si(-14) arrive-1 > Tura # sé n force, Guro BN si vi come from, leave,
Yaure HB si-4 vi come, Wan # si, si vi approach (sth., smb. — din); vt approach
(to — dir)), Beng # sé n power, force; richness (cf. "take-2’)

*sUén) beautiful > Dan (bl) sé€-b3, Dan (gw) # s&i)-gbd, Tura # s& adj
good; beautiful, Guro # s3€, sSw€ adj beautiful, Yaure HP suéi

*s43 bow (weapon)-2 > Dan (bl) sé€ n bow, arrow, Dan (gw) saa n bow,
saa-ga n arrow, Dan (kl) sua n bow, Tura # sda n bow, sda-wé€ n arrow,
Mano VV s3i n arrow, Guro BN saa n bow, saa-wilé n arrow, Yaure HO
sa, sé n arrow, Mwan # sa-b€ n arrow

*sii call-2 > Mwan # sﬁ, Beng # st

*sésé-né cat-3 > Guro # sééné, Mwan # séené, Wan # séséni

*s0g0 chew-2 > Guro # s0D, Wan # sugti, Beng # s6

*s5 cloth > Dan (bl, gw, K1) s3 n cloth; skirt; clothers; (bl) shell membrane
of an egg, Mano NE, ZE s5, Guro #, BN, GR s> n cloth; skirt; clothes, Yaure



HP, HO s> n cloth, skirt, Gban ST su n shirt, Mwan # s> n loincloth; cloth,
Wan # s5 n skirt

*saakaa comb-2 > Guro # saka, Mwan CF saakaa

*son) corner (external) > Tura # sO, Guro BN st n board, edge; corner,
Wan # son n corner

*sd5d0-ta-yaakalo eight > Dan (gw) sda-ga, Dan (kl) s(iaa, Dan (bl)
sleeee-ga, Tura # sda-ka, Mano NE salaaka, Guro # sblaa, Mwan # srwaa,
Wan # sé-ya, Beng # s>-wa

*stn fast (< Manding sii < Arab. sawm) > Tura s(i), Mwan # stn,
Beng # stin) (independent borrowing from Manding to the modern languages is
also probable)

*sié fire-3 > Dan (bl) si¥, Dan (gw) si'\fé, Dan (gb) $i¥, Dan (k1) sé, Tura
# (dial.) si€, Gban ST sé, Beng PA, GR sié

*s33-d¥ five > Dan (bl) s35d1, Dan (gw) s55d0, Dan (kl) s3314, Tura #
sél{, sé6ll, sOlb, Mano NE, VV, ZE s33li, Guro # solii, Gban ST s,
Mwan # s66, Wan sdl4, Beng #, GR sd1)

*s0g0 horse-1 > Dan (bl, gw) s00 n horse; (bl) donkey, Tura # sbU, Mano
ZE 500, Guro #, DI so0 n bycicle, Gban ST so n horse, donkey, Mwan PM
s00 n horse; bycicle, Wan # s6go n horse; bycicle

*s$3n3 insult-2 > Tura # sob) n insult, Guro # s3n3, BN s3n5 ot insult; n
insult, Yaure HP s5n3, Wan # st

*si insult-3 > Dang (gw) si, Beng # si-s, sé-s&

*sané knife-5 > Guro # séné, Wan # séfige ?

*si life (timespan)-1> Tura # sii, Wan # si rn

*saé mat-2 > Dan (bl) stg, s¢€, Dan (gw) s&€, Dan (kl) s&g, Tura # sua,

o

Mano ZE saa, Guro # sad, Yaure HO sd4d, Mwan # saa

*s5né nail > Dan (gw) stiA4, Dan (kl) si¥, Dan (bl) s00 1 nail, claw,
Tura # sti, Guro # s3na rn nail, claw; hoof, Mwan srd rn nail, claw, Wan #
sty rn nail, claw

*s3-n3 near > Dan (bl) s35, Dan (gw) s33 pp near, nearby; around; (bl) adj
close, Guro # s3nd pp near, beside

*$55d0-ta-ylisitya nine > Dan (bl) séisia, Dan (gw) séisia, Dan (kl)
stiésye, Tura # s3isé, sﬁy‘i‘sé, Mano NE séltisg, Guro # sﬁ-lé—zié, Yaure HB
s5rasic, Mwan # srwayizie, Wan # s3la-siya, Beng # sisi

10 The reconstruction of *-ta- (originally, postposition 'on') as a connective
element in the numbers from 6 to 9 was proposed by Dmitry Idiatov (personal
communication).



*st oilpalm grain-2 > Dan (bl) s¥ n oil palm, Dan (gw) s¥ n oil palm nut
( before shellmg) Tura # sé n ozlpulm nut, Guro # si, Yaure # si, Gban ST su-
wi, sti-i, Mwan # s&, Wan # si, Beng # si n oil palm

*sala pay (to) (< Manding sara ? independent borrowing from Manding
into modern languages is also probable) > Dan (bl) saa, sad, Dan (gw) saa n
salary; gift, Tura # saa n salary, Gban ST sld

*sulé pepper-1 > Dan (gw) slAA, Tura # sié, Mano NE, ZE, VV sti0 n
hot pepper, Mwan sré ginger (?), Wan # sré

*sta pig-4 > Guro # soé n red river hog (Potamochoerus porcus), Gban ST
s(ié, Mwan # stia, Wan # sta

*sd please (to) > Guro #, BN s, perf. s3, impf. sda vi please (smb. — 1&);
suffice, be sufficient (for — ma); can, be able (to — inf. or ma), Yaure HP s3,
Mwan # s vi please (smb. — ni), Wan # s3 vi please (smb. — 1&1))

*séli pray (to) (< Maninka sali, Baman séli < Arab. salla) > Dan (bl)
sAA, Dan (gw) sAA, Dan (kl) s¢& n Muslim prayer, Tura # séé n Muslim
prayer, Mano ZE sali n Muslim prayer, Mwan séli n prayer, Wan # seli n
(independent borrowing from Manding to the modern languages is also probable)

*sié rib > Dan (bl) s§, Dan (gw) sé{—gé,}, Dan (k1) sé—gé,, Tura # siﬁ—wé’é,
Guro # s&{, Wan # siép

*saka rice-3 > Guro # saa, Yaure HP saa, Gban ST sak4, saa

*sé-ni root-1 > Tura # sii, Guro # si-ni, Yaure HO sé;, Mwan # sé-né ~
sé-né, Wan # sani

*salaka sacrifice, alm (< Manding saraka < Arab. sadaqa) > Dan (bl)
sla, Dan (gw) sda n sacrifice for ancestors, Tura # sda n sacrifice, Mano ZE
sala, Guro # salaka, Mwan sraka, Wan # sraga, Beng # sraka n sacrifice
(not for Earth spirits) (independent borrowing from Manding to the modern
languages is also probable)

*$55d0-ta-piila(n) seven > Dan (bl) slaplé, Dan (gw) sdd-plé, Dan (k1)
stia-plé, Tura # s43-piilé, Mano NE sala-peels, Guro # so-la-yié, so-la-ié,
Yaure HP sra-fli, Mwan # srwé-plé, Wan # sia-4, Beng s3-pla

*s35d0-ta-do six > Dan (bl) sla-do, Dan (gw) sda-do, Dan (k1) sta-do,
Tura # sda-d6 num six, Mano NE, ZE, VV salaado num six, Guro # své-do,
svUE-10, Yaure HP své-d0, Mwan # srwa-do, Beng # s3-do

*sé& small-4 > Dan (bl) séé, sé€, pl. sésé nii, séé nii, Dan (gw) séna4,
Gban ST si€ adv little, few

*sabala shoe (< Manding sabdra, sanbara < Ar. sabbaat or Portugese
sapata) > Dan (bl) sakpa, Dan (kl) sama, Dan (gw) sabd (?), Tura # sabd,
sakpd, Guro # sawala, BN sawola, GR sadla, Mwan sawla, Wan # sabpla



*silé spoil > Dan (bl) si¥, Dan (gw) sé¢, saA, Dan (k1) kpé-stia vi spoil;
adj (gw) spoilt, rotten, Tura # sié vi, vt, Mano VV siyé, Guro # sElg, hab. sala
vi, vt, Yaure HB stL¢, Gban ST si& vi be spoiled, Mwan # sit, Wan # sé vi,
vt, Beng # sa1) adj spoilt

*s{(-lé) take-2 > Dan (bl, gw) sui, Dan (k1) su1, Tura # si, Mano NE si
ot take; carry, transport; sharpen (edge), Guro si ot take; steal, Yaure si, sia,
Mwan # si vi fly; vt take; carry, Beng # si (cf. ‘arrive-1")

*s00-14 tear off > Guro # s00l4, sOla vi fall apart; vt tear off, dig out,
Gban ST sl

*s&E tiredness-2 > Dan (bl) sAa, Dan (kl) sé€, Yaure HP sé n suffering

*s5¢ tooth-2 > Dan (bl) s3, Dan (gw) s3, Dan (K1) s3 rn tooth; tusk (of
elephant), Tura # s66, Mano ZE s3, Guro # s0¢, Yaure soé, Gban ST s¢ rn
tooth; tusk (of elephant), Mwan # s5, Wan # 30, Beng # s3

*s3-na torch-2 > Dan (gw) s31, Dan (k1) 551], Tura # s&, Guro GR so-
n4, Guro # s3n4, Gban # sia

*s3-né totem-2 > Tura # sé1-gi (?) n holy place, Guro BN s5né n totem,
taboo, Yaure HB s3né n totem, taboo, Mwan # s35, Beng # s5v prohibit

*s0 village-1 > Gban ST s3 n compound, Beng # su6 n house; room

*sébe write (< Manding sébe < Arab. satha) > Dan (kl) sé¢ (?) n mark,
sign, Tura # séi-kwé n paper; book, Guro # sébé ~ sébé n book, paper, letter,
Mwan # séwg, Wan # séwé n book; reading, writings, Beng # séwég n paper
(independent borrowing from Manding to the modern languages is also
probable).

In the set 'four-2', the initial *s- of the second component changed to
z- in Guro, Gban and Mwan as a result of fusion with the initial compo-
nent *yii- (which was subsequently elided in Guro and Gban):

*yii-siiya four-2 > Dan (bl) yiisia, Dan (gw) yiisia, Dan (k) yiisé, Tura
# yis¢, Mano NE yiisé, Guro #, BN, ST zi¢, Gban ST zié, Mwan # yizie,
Wan # siiya, Beng # sién).

Guro, Mwan and Wan forms in the set 'gold' may be borrowed from
neighbouring Manding variants, cf. Koyaga sya [Creissels 1988]:

*sar) gold > Dan (gw) sifj, Dan (kl) s¥n, Dan (bl) sin, Guro # ca,
Mwan # cad, Wan # ci

3.3.15. In most cases, Proto-SM *z- > z- in all modern languages, ex-
cept for Yaure, where it underwent devoicing according to the general
rule: *z->s-.



Series 20:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

*z z z z z S z z z z

*zaa affair, matter-3 > Dan (bl, gw) za n trial, judgement; reason; accu-
sation, Tura # zaa n quarrel, conflict, Guro BN za n discussion; competition,
contest, Yaure HO sd, Mwan # za n affair, matter, Wan # za n matter; action,
Beng # z& n problem, difficulty; dispute, matter; history, story

*zilj again > Dan (bl, gw) zu1, Tura # zi, Mano ZE zéi adv again; also,
Mwan # é-zit) again

*z00 agama lizard > Dan (bl, gw) z06, Tura # zbU, Guro VV z00, Yaure
HP sO, Gban ST z0¢, Mwan PM zo, Wan # zo

*-74 agent suffix > Tura # -zaa rare proprietor, Guro # -za, Mwan PM z3
n proprietor

*zUIV antelope bushbock > Dan (bl) z100, Dan (gw) zloo, Tura # zolo,
Mano ZE zo0l6 n "red deer”, Guro # zUlb, Gban ST z0 n antelope (sp.),
Mwan # zro medium size antelope, Wan # zro

*z315 bee-1 > Dan (bl) z5 n bee; gad, prick, Dan (gw, kl) z5(-ga), Tura #
235, Mano VV 235, Guro # z515, Gban ST z3, Mwan PM zId, Wan # zrd (cf.
*tip)

*z& borassus palm > Guro BN zg, Yaure HO s§, Mwan PM zg, Wan #
z¢, Beng # zan) (?)

*zekele caterpillar > Tura # zekele, Gban ST zekle, Mwan zekle
caterpillar (edible)

*zi-14 descend-1 > Tura # zi-n4 vi descend; fall (of rain), Guro # zi vi
descend, vt spin, Gban ST 7i, Mwan # zi-na, Wan # zi-a vi descend; vt put

*zile grandfather > Dan (bl) zi¥, Dan (gw) zi%", zi'g‘z, Dan (k) zi¢ m
grandfather, grand-grandfather, etc.; step-father; elder step-brother, Dan (kl)
7168 rn grandfather, Beng GL, PA zli n grandfather; grandparent’s brother;
grandparent’s sister’s husband; great uncle

*za hatred > Guro BN za n hatred, resentment, Gban ST za n resentment

*z0loy heart > Dan (bl) zu¥, Dan (kl, gw) ztX rn heart (organ), Dan
(gw) z0 rn heart (location of emotions), Tura # zUU rn heart; soul; mentality;
thought, Mano NE zo, Mano ZE z6, Guro BN, GR zulu, Gban ST zlin
soul, Mwan # zru liver (location of emotions), Wan # z51], Beng zi1 (?) n chest,
breast (the latter form may also belong to the set *chest-2, Series 12)

*23n4 husband > Guro # zani husband; son of husband’s sister; father’s
sister’s husband, Yaure HP sara, Wan # zr3, Beng # zié



a4

*z200 magician-2 > Dan (k1) da-z00 rn operator of circumcision
(unmarried), z55mi, pl. 356300 n healer, Dan (bl) z46 n perceptive; specialist,
Tura # z00- n possessor of a mistic knowledge, Mano ZE z66 n wise man,
Guro # 235 n sorcery (black magic)

*z3 pound-2 (to) > Dan (bl, gw) z3 vt pound; beat, Tura # z5, Mano ZE,
VV 75, Guro #, BN z5, perf. z5, hab. 75, Yaure HB s> vt pound, beat, Gban
ST 25, Mwan # 73 vt pound; beat, strike, Beng # z3 vt pound; beat, strike

*zilan' road-1 > Dan (bl, gw) zia, Dan (k1) zian-ga (zian-ga?), Dan
(yi) 35'353, Dan (bh) zag, Tura # zaa n road; way, Mano NE, ZE zi, Mano
VV ziléé n road, path, Guro #, BN, ST zi, Yaure HO si, Mwan # zi, Wan zi,
Beng # zIg¢

*zia sauce-3 > Tura # z&L, Guro #, ST ziﬁ, Yaure HP:93 si ~ si, Mwan #

o

Zi

*z&n- scorpion-3 (black, Pandinus gambiensis) > Tura # zenwele, Mano
VYV zéngbé-kaa, Guro BN zénga, (s) zentga

*233 tip > Dan (bl) z5, Dan (gw) z5 n tip; sting; edge, border, Tura # z33,
Guro # z5 n extremity, tip, Mwan # z5 n mattock (cf. *bee)

*zald wash-2 > Dan (bl) zI4, Dan (gw) z{i, Dan (kl) zd1 vr wash oneself;
vt wash, Tura # zGlG vi, vr wash oneself; vt wash, Mano ZE, VV zulu vt wash
(body), Guro # zulu, Yaure HP srii, Gban ST z6, Beng # z10

3.3.16. There are two sets where z- and y- appear. In the first case,
‘pierce-4', the Beng form (if it belongs to the same root) may be the result
of the change *z- > y- before -u.

Series 21:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

*,

z z zZ zZ zZ S zZ zZ z y

*zta pierce-4 > Dan (gw) zua vi leak, have a hole, Tura # zlua vt pierce,
Beng # yu.

In the other case, the heterogeneity of reflexes may be explained by
the grammatical character of the lexeme:

11 The word for 'road' in Gban, di, is phonetically close to the words of this set.
However, there are no other correspondence sets where d- in Gban would cor-
respond to z- in other SM languages, therefore this form should be considered as
non-cognate.



*ze€ here-2 > Dan (bl) z¥, Dan (gw) y¥, Dan (kl) y€, Tura # z€, Mano
NE, VV, ZE z¢§, Gban ST yé, y&, Mwan CF yé there, Wan # y&

3.3.17. In several sets Gban, Wan and Beng languages have initial s-
corresponding to z- in other SM languages. This correspondence is not ve-
ry regular. It may be phonetically conditioned: in all these cases, s- is
followed by -2 (oral or nasal). Another explanation could be a presence of
the archaic noun class prefix *N- (this could be valid for the first three
sets):

Series 22:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

*z z z z z ? S z z,8 2z, 8

*zaluy (? *N-sﬁlﬁlj) ant-2 > Dan (bl) zlt, Dan (gw) zlat, Dan (lo, ku)
zlu n driver ant, Tura # zala n driver ant, Mano ZE zula n driver ants, Wan
# st (?) n small ant; insect, Beng # zamltn (?) n driver ant

*73518 @ *N-s515§) bean > Dan (bl, gw, kl) z€, Tura # z{i, Mano ZE ze,
Guro # z51¢, BN 231§, Mwan # 7315 ~ zr>, Wan # zrf”)rJ, Beng # s3

*25€ (2 *N-s3€) mosquito-1 > Dan (bl) zi-pa, Dan (gw) z£, Dan (k)
zéiH, Tura # zii, Mano VV zéé-zaa (?), Mwan # zwé, Wan # s3n, Beng #
7525

*75 today-2 > Gban ST s34, Mwan # 75, 75, z5, Wan # z5

On the other hand, a unique Wan form with prenasalization was
collected by myself, which can also be explained as a trace of the archaic
nasal prefix:

*N-z5> pangolin-2 > Dan (bl) z> n giant pangolin (Smutsia gigantea);
ground pangolin (Smutsia temminckii), Tura # z3 n giant pangolin, Guro # z&
n giant pangolin, Mwan PM z5 n giant pangolin (Smutsia gigantea), Wan #
20, nz0 n giant pangolin.

Presence of the same archaic prefix can most probably explain the ir-
regular reflexes in the set 'copper’ (confirmed by the reflexes of that root
in Manding languages: Proto-Manding *N-sIR4 > Kagoro nsitd, sita, stl,
Maninka suil4, Maninka (Manding) nistir n copper, brass, Bamana nisird).

*N-sini copper > Dan (bl) z&, Dan (k1) sian, Guro BN zEné.

There is one set where this phonetical condition is missing, but in this
case the irregular forms may be borrowed into SM languages from
Manding;:



? *zala tobacco-1 > Dan (bl) zag (?), Guro # zala, Yaure HO zala,
Gban # sla, Beng # sraa (cf. Bamana sira, Maninka séra, Odienne Jula sara)

Very unusual is the Yaure form (one would expect *sdla as a regular
reflex of the protoform), which may also result from a recent borrowing
(from Guro?).

It is more difficult to suggest an explanation for the initial s- in Guro
in the following set (unless it is a fossilized trace of the consonantal alter-
nation in adjectives, described in [Le Saout 1971] for the southern dialects
of Guro and not attested in the Zuénoula dialect):

*235n5 red-3 > Dan (bl) za4-d¥, Dan (gw) zad-dé, Tura # z616 adj hot,
Mano NE 2616, Guro BN, GR s35 7, adj bright red

3.3.18. *z > j in Guro before vowel combinations -UO, -UE («upper
back vowel + middle vowel», the characteristics of ATR being irrelevant):

Series 23:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

*z z z ? j ? z ? ? z

*z10 bottom-1 > Dan (gw) ztu rn bottom, Dan (k1) z¥-gb3, Dan (bl) zt1
rn behind, Dan (k1) z¥ rn hip; pp (in some verbal constructions), Guro ST juo,
#, BN, GR z00 pp behind; after, Gban ST zi rn lower part of buttocks, Mwan
z1 buttocks, pp behind

*z01&1 monitor lizard > Dan (bl) zI4&i, zIwéi, Dan (gw) zagE, Dan (k1)
zuwa, Dan (bn) zlugg, Tura # zGg, z(4g, Guro # yﬁéi', GR joéi' n long-snout
crocodile, Beng # zl&n)

A similar change occurred in Wan in the position before -e or -ig;
unfortunately, I have only one example:
*7ii 0ld-3 > Dan (bl, gw, kl) zii, Tura # zii, Mano ZE, VV zii, Wan # jéi.

3.3.19. Correspondence sets in Series 24 are perplexing. Heterogeneity
of reflexes is rather unusual for SM languages, but similar models of evo-
lution of polysemy and existence of reflexes of the same root outside the
SM group (cf. Boko dé 'to kill') are convincing enough to believe in the
reliability of at least the set 'kill-2' (the other set looks rather spurious). For
the time being I shall reconstruct for this correspondence the phoneme “c-.



Series 24:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*c? z z z j t z d t d
*C€ kill-2 > Dan (bl, gw) zA&, Dan (kl) z& vt kill; strike, beat; play (drum);
throw; pronounce (speech), Tura # z€ vt kill; treat (wound); effectuate (sleep;
speech); pawn; hunt (animals, insects), Mano NE z&, Guro # j€ vt kill; cut, reap,
mow, Yaure HP t€ vt kill; perform, Gban ST z¢, Mwan # d&, Wan # t€ vt kill;
beat, strike, Beng # d& vt kill; perform
*cind middle-2 > Dan (bl) ziA, Dan (gw) zir‘)-guh, Dan (k1) zén, zif-n¥,
Gban ST za, Mwan # drg, Wan # traga

3.3.20. There remain certain sets which display particularly unusual
correspondences of initial cosonants. For now, it is difficult to conclude
whether the forms in these sets are related or not. I will simply present
them without any interpretation:

throw-2 (to) > Dan (gw) # zu¥, zUu¥, Dan (kl) 75", Dan (bl) # zOn vt
throw; n spear, Mano VV dyuo, Mano ZE duo, Guro #, BN dadi ot strike,
beat; shoot (gun); put (curse; on — I€), Yaure HP tu0, Beng GL, PA zu vi
balance; vt throw

pass-2 > Dan (bl, gw) zi¥ vi pass, pass by; pass; flow (of water); surpass,
excel (by — ta); be too great, too much (for — ta); go away; follow; vt pass, make
pass; carry by, Tura # gie vi pass, pass by; flow (of water); surpass, excel (by —
ta); predominate, be abundant (in — g5); vt pass, make pass; show (to — né),
Mano ZE dit, Guro # jie, ST jie, vi pass; supass (smb. — ta), Yaure HB cii,
impf. ci-4, Gban HW gié vi become, Beng # j& vi pass by; stir; blow (of wind);
go fast, speed

show > Dan (bl) 23 vt show sth. (to — di4); teach (smb — dA); compare (with
— k&), Dan (gw) 2> ot show; teach, Mano NE, ZE z55 vt teach; show sth. (to —
1€€); point with (to —m)), Guro #, ST g55, vt show sth. (to — 1€), Yaure HP k33
vt show sth. (to —1&), Mwan # zr35

3.4. Velars.
3.4.1. Proto-SM *k- does not generally change in modern languages.

Series 25:
SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng



*k k k k k k k k k k

*koli back-4 > Guro # koli rn loins, kidney, Yaure HO ko-da (?), Gban
ST kwi (?) n central part of back, Wan # koli, Beng GL, PA ko (?)

*K>3IE bark (of tree)-2 > Dan (gw) keéé, Dan (kl) k¥, Dan (bl) Kia rn bark
of tree, scale of fish, shell of turtle; (gw) yellow fever, Tura # kélé n bark; scale (of
fish), Mano ZE kelé n bark (of tree); unmilled seed, Guro #, BN k31€ n bark (of
tree); envelope; scale of fish, Mwan kloo rn bark of tree, scale of fish, shell of
turtle, of egg, Wan # kloy (in Tura, Mano, Guro, has merged with *shell (of
snail) ?), Beng # kén rn bark; skull; nail

*kiila bend > Mwan # kila, Wan # kla vi arrive; fall; vt win, overcome
(smb. -- g6); vt turn over; put; pour; frighten, Beng # klaa vi, vt bend; turn over

*kén boat-3 > Dan (kl) ki, Mwan # kon n dugout canoe, Wan # ko

*kiigti breast-4 > Dan (gw) ki, Yaure HO kugt

*k5¢ calabash-3 > Dan (bl) k55, Dan (gw) k35 n calabash (generic), Dan
(k1) k35 n calabash made of a half of gourd, Tura # kwee, Mano NE, VV k¢ n
bowl (made of gourd), Guro # kud n calabash made of entire gourd

*kii catch-3 > Dan (b], gw, k1) kit vt catch, get hold of; bite, sting; vt burn
(of fire), Tura # k& ot catch, get hold of; mount (a mountain), Guro #, GR kd,
Yaure HB kdi, Gban # ki, Mwan # ki1, Wan # kg, Beng GL, PA kd ot catch;
hold, infect; photograph; treat well

*3né chameleon > Guro #, GR kini, Yaure HO k5n5, Mwan # kwl3,
Wan # kla-yugu-kpélg

*K3n3ni cotton (< Manding k5t5ndi < Arab. qutn-un) > Guro #, GR
kiiniini, Mwan # kwlég, Wan # k151 (independent borrowing from Manding
into modern languages is also probable)

*kélé country > Mwan # kl¢, Beng # k1€ n country, region

*kalon crab > Dan (bl) kaa, Dan (gw) ka, Dan (kl) kan-kya (?), Tura #
kaa, Mano NE, ZE kaa, Gban ST kla, Mwan kaalén, Wan # kalon

*kali dig-3 > Guro #, BN, GR kali, Mwan # kwléé/kwléé, Beng # klti

*kelE do-1 > Dan (bl, gw) ka vt do; chase away; hunt (in bush); pred. past
mark, Dan (k1) kA vt do, Tura # ké¢ vt do, accomplish; work on; chase away,
Mano NE, ZE k& vt do; affect (smb. — of feeling, state); make; pred. past mark,
Guro ST, GR kEIE vi become, vt do, Gban # k€ vi happen, occur, Mwan # kIg
vi become; vt do, make, Wan # k1¢ vt chase

*kéné healthy-1> Tura # kéné-kéné adj healthy, Beng # kéné-1¢ n health

*k5k> hammer-2 > Guro ST k3k5, # kb3, Yaure HO kgd, Wan # koko

*kaé hoe-2 > Dan (bl) kdd, Dan (gw) k¥¥, Dan (kl) ka, Gban ST ké



*k54 house-1 > Dan (bl, gw, k) k3, Tura # kwii (?), Mano NE k4, Guro
K3, > -5 (in some compound words), Yaure HP k5, Wan ku

*k3n3 hump-3 > Dan (bl) k133, Guro #, BN k3n3, Gban ST ko, Mwan
k3n3 (?)

*kéma hundred (< Manding kémé) > Dan (bl) kaf, kif), Dan (gw) ka7,
Dan (k1) ka&D, k&D), Dan (yi) k¥0), Tura # kai, Mwan # kémg, Wan kémg
(independent borrowing from Manding into modern languages is also probable)

*kéné initiation > Mwan # kI€ n female initiation, Wan # kld n female
initiation, Beng # KIEKIE n circumcision or excision

*5né load-2 > Dan (gw) kweg, Dan (k1) kweg, Tura # kwég, Guro #
kdné, Mwan kwé load

*kalén mat-3 > Gban ST kl4, Wan # klép

*kana mosquito-2 > Guro #, BN, GR kanana, Gban ST klg

*ka negative copula-4 > Dan (bl) k4, Guro ka, Yaure HP ka

*kOlt penis-2 > Dan (bl) k¥, Tura # kwele, Guro #, ST koli, {Wan #
s6li (?) (probably a loan from Manding, cf. Mandinka soli)}

*kalu piece-2 > Dan (bl) klt, Guro # kilu

*k4 sate > Dan (bl) ki, Dan (gw) KA vi sate oneself; vt sate, Tura # K&,
Guro GR K& ot sate, vi be replete with; be overtaken (by events), Gban ST K&
vi sate oneself, Beng PA ka vi be sate

*kliga scratch > Dan (bl) kaa, kaa, Dan (gw, gb, gp) kai, Dan (kl)
k44, Dan (bh) kw34, Tura # ka3, Mano VV kina vt scratch (soil), Guro
GR kaa, #, ST k35 ot scratch; hoe, Gban ST kiia vt scratch; remove by
scratching, Wan # kaga, Beng # kokd

*K>31E shell (of snail) > Dan (bl) KIAA n shell (of snail; of egg), Tura # kélé
n bark; scale (of fish), Mano ZE keleé n shell; scale; bark, Guro GR k3l& n shell;
scale, Gban ST k15, Mwan klo0 rn bark of tree, scale of fish, shell of turtle, of
egg (in Tura, Mano, Guro, Mwan has merged with *bark (of tree)-2 ?)

*kala spoon-2 > Dan (bl) klud, Dan (gw) kltti n ladle, Guro # kala n
ladle, Gban ST k1, Beng # klu n ladle

*ké that (conjunctive)-1 > Dan (bl) ki, Tura ké, Mwan CF ké conj and;
if, when

*kila tie-1 > Dan (bl) klti, Dan (gw) kpltu (< *kulur) vt tie; sharpen; vi
coagulate, Tura kull vt tie with (sth. — 63), Wan # kla-di

*kolo useless-2 > Gban ST kl6 adj broken, in bad state, Mwan AY kloo
adj stupid

*kI> well (water hole) (< Manding?) > Dan (bl) kl5y, Dan (gw) kId1),
Dan (k1) kIdf, Tura # k3151), Mwan PM klbr), Wan # klan.



3.4.2. In Guro, Mwan, Beng *k- > c- in feet of the types CV and CVV if
followed by a front vowel. In Yaure, *k- > c- optionally before front vowel
in any type of foot.

Series 26:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*k k k k c c k ¢ k k c

*Ki certain > Tura # ké pron. certain; some, a little, Guro # ct pron. some,
certain, Mwan # ke pron. other, Wan GR ké pron. this

*k€5 cut-1 (to) > Dan (bl) k&, Dan (gw) K& vt cut ( grass, lianes, wood);
cross (river); tie (skirt); stop doing, Tura # k&4 vi tear; separate; vt cut; stop,
finish; spend (time); tell (proverb); stop doing, Mano NE k&, Yaure HB cf vt
cut; dig, Mwan PM KA vi pass; vt cross (river), Wan # k3 vt cut, slice; cross,
Beng PA c6 (<*céd ?)

*kini cut-3 > Guro #, BN, GR kini vt cut; separate; change, Gban ST ki
vt cut; cut up, Beng # q vt cut; cross, go across

*k0én hair-2 > Dan (bl) kad, Dan (gw) kaa, Dan (kl) kaa rn hair (other
than that of head; of animals); feather, quill, Tura # kta rn hair (other than that
of head; of animals), Guro #, GR, BN c&€ rn hair (other than that of head; of
animals); feather, Yaure HP:75 j¢, Yaure HO c€ rn hair (of head, of body),
feathers, Mwan # cig n hair (of body), fur, Wan # kan rn hair; feather, Beng #
cén n hair; fur; feathers

*kell pepper-2 > Guro # kele, GR kélg, Yaure HO keli, cli, Gban ST
kia (?), Mwan KIk1¢ pepper, Wan # klé-g¢

*kidy reciprocal pronoun-2 > Dan (bl, gw, kl) k6, Tura # ké each other;
together, Guro # ct, Guro (nya) VV ki, Yaure HP c:i, ki, Gban ST ke, Mwan
# é-ke, Beng # cén

*k51¢ skin > Dan (bl, gw) kwi, Dan (k1) kpi n hide, leather; rn (kl) body,
Tura # kwii n hide, leather, Mano NE, ZE kii rn skin; fn book; grade, year (in
school), Guro ST kdl¢, #, BN, GR kdl¢, Guro GR kwéL£ n body; skin, leather;
shoe, Wan Kkl rn skin; leather, Beng GL ci, PA ci n hide, skin (of animal);
paper, book

*klina theft > Dan (gw, kl) kwa3i, Dan (bl) kwaa ot steal, n theft, Tura
# kGa ot steal, n theft, Mano ZE kia n stealing, Guro # caé n theft; secret,
Yaure HO k53 ? 1 laziness, Gban ST ki3, Beng # klda



In the 'skin' set, the Kla-Dan form kpi’ < *kwi. j- in the Yaure form jé
'hair' is probably an erroneous transcription in [E. Hopkins 1987]; in her
husband's publication the same word is given with the voiceless consonant.

3.4.3. Series 27 is represented by one single correspondence set. *k- >
w- in Beng before -5 is supposedly a part of the same process as *b- > v-
and *d- > z-. In Wan, *k- > w- > ¢-, like in Series 46 (cf. 3.5.8.). It is yet to be
explained why this change did not occur in this language in the word k3
“cut, slice; cross, go through' (series 'cut-3').

Series 27:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*k k k k k k k k o w

*k5 hand, arm-3 > Dan (bl) k5, Dan (gw) k5 rn hand (up to the elbow);
front leg; branch, Tura # k5 rn hand, arm; property; way (of doing); ten (in
compound numbers), Mano NE, ZE, VV k5 rn hand, arm, Gban ST kwa n
arm; branch, K5 rn hand, Mwan # k33 n hand, Wan # 5 n arm, Beng GL, PA
wd n hand, arm

3.4.4. Both cases of g- in Gban corresponding to k- in all other langua-
ges of the group can be easily explained by the presence of the noun class
prefix *N-. At least for the second set, this reconstruction is confirmed by
the external evidence (Bamana nkaranga 'body louse').

Series 28:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*N-k kK k  k k Kk g k k Kk

*N-kalan-gba louse-4 > Dan (gw) kif4, Dan (k1) kaangba n body louse,
Tura # kadb4, Gban ST glagb4, gla4, gba n louse; bug; flea, Mwan # klafa
n body louse

*N-kle turtle-1> Tura # gbad-kuli-b% (?), Mano ZE, VV ko, Guro #
kali, Yaure HO kil{i, Gban ST gla, Mwan # kule n terrestrial turtle, Wan
AT kota, Beng GL ko, PA kot n turtle Eretmochelys imbicata; Kinixys beliana



3.4.5. *k- > g-, o- in one single correspondence set in Tura can be ex-
plained by the grammatical function of the word (a postposition).

*ka with > Dan # ka pp with; by, Tura # gd (after V-monosyllables), &
(everywhere else) pp with (means or instrument); of (material); during, for; in
the quality of (equivalence, identity meaning), Mano NE ka pp with; by; as; for.

3.4.6. Generally *g- > k- in Yaure, > g- in all other languages.
Series 29:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

*

g & & 8§ & k ¢ g g g

*glin beard-3 > Guro #, BN gli, Wan # gun-gan

*gadn-gadn bell-2 > Dan (bl) gdngdn, Dan (gw) gAngai n gong (long
piece of iron that one strikes with a stick), Tura # gangan, gaigai), Guro ST
ga>ga3, Wan # gangan n gong (long piece of iron that one strikes with a stick)

*eini bord > Dan (gw) g¥1, Guro BN gini n border; fold; wrinkle, Gban
ST g&

*g5né chest-3 > Dan (bl) gd6, Guro #, BN, GR g>l& n chest, torso, Wan #

23

*g0lo cockroach-2 > Dan (bl) goo, Dan (gw) goo, Tura # gélo, Mwan #
gloo-16

*gUle crocodile-4 > Dan (gw) gwai, Mwan # gwlé, Wan # gule

*guiliy deep-2 > Dan (bl) gluitiza, Guro # giili, Mwan # glan-glap adj
very deep, Wan # gluin, Beng # glon (in Wan a merger with *hole-1 is probable)

*¢5 do-4 > Dan (gw) g35 vt make (war), Tura # g5 vi go on (of war, etc.);
ot conduct (war, fight); put into action (forces, means), Gban ST g5 v try, Wan
# g5 vt be engaged in (war, fight)

*gdlén fence-2 > Dan (bl) glén, Dan (gw) gl&D, Guro #, BN g5, Gban
ST g5

*g0 go away (to) > Dan (bl, gw) g6, Dan (kl) go vi leave, go out; come
from; vt sell, have on sale, Tura # g6 vi leave, go away; flow (of water); make
leave; take away, extract; separate; give, produce; prepare, cook, Mano NE go vi
come from, Guro #, GR, ST gb vi go; evade, flee, Yaure HB kv vi go, Mwan
PM g6, Wan # go vi leave; vt take off, Beng # gt vi disappear

*gangan grasshopper > Guro # gad, BN gdi, gdma, Mwan gima
maang (?) tsetse fly, Wan # gama, Beng # gangan

*gfini hearth > Guro #, BN guni, GR gwini, Gban ST gwl¢



*¢5n hill-2 > Dan (bl) go6, Tura # g5, Guro #, BN, GR, VV g5 Mwan
# £33 n mountain, Wan AT gbi)

*gran hoe-3 (mattock) > Dan (gw) gdf), Tura # gdf), gaflaa, Guro #
gba-né, GR gwa-ng, Mwan # gwé-n& n small hoe

*gal6 hyena-5> Guro # galati, Mwan # glao

*gala indigo > Dan (gw) gla, Mano ZE gala-yi-z adj blue, Guro # gala,
Gban ST gla n indigo (plant and paint), Mwan AY gla n dye

*g00 maize, corn-3 > Guro #, GR goo, Mwan # goo

*¢35 measure (to) > Dan (bl) g5 vt estimate, Tura # g5 vt measure;
slander, Gban ST g§ v try; excercise, Beng # g5

*ed€ play-2 > Guro # gwee (?) n game (kind of), Gban ST g€ n play;
amusement

*gﬁ.né. pull (to)-2 > Dan (bl) gé, Dan (gw, k1) gfi vt pull, draw; attract (to
— pié), Mano VV géé., Guro BN, ST gana, # gzza.ne:lﬁi, Gban ST gé4 (?), Beng
# gla-1a

*¢5n3 quarter (of a village) > Dan (bl) glidi, gii, glifi, gti n quarter (of a
village); family, Guro #, BN gdn5 n quarter (of a village); family; group; time

*g0l0 rest > Dan (bl, gw) gloo n rest; vi rest, Tura # golo vi rest; stay,
remain; continue, Gban ST gwl&

*gini search-3 > Guro #, BN, GR g‘ini ot look for; look; make love (with a
woman), Mwan # gli vt look for; look

*g3 sell-2 > Dan (gw) g6 (?), Mwan # g5, Wan # g5

*g0 stomach, belly-1 > Dan (bl, gw, kl) gt1, Gban ST g5 n stomach, gd> n
belly, rumen, go pp in, Wan gé rn inner part; pp inside, in

*giné thorn-2 > Dan (bl) gé¢, Dan (gw) glé, Dan (kl) gyé, Dan (wa)
gléé, Tura # gid, Guro GR gw35 (?) n thorn (sp.)

*gana{-de} widow > Dan (bl) gid, gie@, Dan (gw) g@&, Dan (kl) gyaa-
18, Tura # g&& widow; widowhood, Mano VV gana-1éé, Mwan # glaa-lé

3.4.7. In feet of types CVV and CV *g- > j- before front vowels in Guro
(optionally) and in Beng. Unfortunately, the Yaure form is absent in my
data; in this language one would expect c-.

Series 30:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

*

g g 8 ? g~j (?2) g g g ]



*ga& Guinea fowl (Numida mileagris) > Dan (bl) ga, Dan (gw) gaa, Tura
# gda, Guro # géf, j&€, Gban ST ga n wild Guinea fowl, Mwan # ga-gré,
Wan # gan-geé n partridge, Beng # j&

Other examples of palatalisation of velars before front vowels appear
in subsequent series.

3.4.8. In Dan-Gweetaa and Beng, *g- is reflected as gb-, and in Gban,
sometimes in Mwan and Tura, as gw- in one particular context: the first
vowel of a proto-stem of the types *gUIV, *¢UV (where -U- stands for a
rounded vowel) is reduced to an approximant -w-: *qUIV > qwlV, *¢UV >
gwV, which brings us to the Gban form. In Dan-Gweetaa and Beng this
phonetic complex undergoes further change: *qwlV > gblV (cf. a similar
change*kwlV > kplV in Dan-Gweeta for *tie-1). In some words in Gban -I- is
subsequently elided: *gwlV > gwV.

Series 31:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

*

g g8wgb g gw g gw g gw k kw gw gw g g

*gulu hole-1 > Dan (gw) gblti-ga, Dan (bl) gl(i, Dan (bh) gwlwi-ga,
Dan (k1) glti n pit, cavity, Tura # gull n hole, cavity; rn (smb.’s) place, Mano
ZE, VV gulu, Guro #, BN, ST, GR gulLu n hole, cavity, Yaure HP kla,
Gban ST gwi (?), Mwan # gluti, Wan # glu

*ghﬁ divide > Dan (bl) glti, Dan (gw) gbltu vt divide, distribute, Tura #
gl ot distribute, Guro #, GR gt‘lﬁ vt divide, distribute (among — ma), Gban
ST gwli ot divide, distribute, Wan # glti n piece, Beng # gbli vt divide,
distribute (among — yé)

*g0lé leopard > Dan (gw) gwéé, Dan (kl) g5, Dan (bl) g5, Tura # g5 (<
Dan?), Mano NE, VV g3, Mano NE, ZE g5, Guro BN gﬁli, Gban ST gwé

*g0é peanut-2 (Arachis hypogaea) > Dan (bl) kée (?), Dan (gw) gwéé,
Dan (kl) gweg, Tura # gwé€, Mano ZE gii6

*20l0 sweep-3 > Dan (bl) gb, Dan (gw) gbly, Mano ZE golo, Guro BN
gd15 vt clean; rub, Mwan # gl5 vt rub, polish, scratch, Wan # golo clean (field)

*gUlE wall-2 > Guro #, BN gulu, Gban ST gwli, Mwan # gwlé

*ghﬁ war > Dan (gw) gblt, Dan (bh, yi) gwlti, Dan (gp, kD) glti, Dan
(bl) glty, Tura # gwili n war; {kél¢ n trouble (< Jula kél¢)} Mano VV gele,
Guro #, BN, ST, GR gﬁﬁ n war, BN ghfi n quarrel,Gban ST gwé, Mwan
PM gwlé, Wan AT glé, Beng # goli  quarrel



(For further examples cf. series 29: 'crocodile-4', 'hearth’, 'rest, 'hoe-3').

There are some other sets where Gban or Beng gb- presumably cor-
responds to g- of other languages in feet of the type CV. It is difficult to
say whether we should postulate here a diachronic process similar to the
one mentioned above, or consider these forms unrelated:

*51) boat-5 > Dan (gw) g5 n dugout canoe; car, Tura # g5 n vehicle (boat,
car, plane), Mano ZE g55, {Gban ST gb6 ?} Mwan AY go1) n car, Wan AT
gon n vehicle

*gan bone-2 > Dan (bl, gw) ga, Dan (kl) ga rn bone; seed, grain; piece (of
sth. hard); unit (counting word in compound numbers), Guro # g5 ? n seed,
stem, sprout, {Gban ST gbﬁ ?}

*gUE jackal > Tura # gwe, Guro # guin civet {Gban ST gbea}

*gie rub (to) > Dan (gw) gii vi rub oneself (against — 63); vr rub oneself
(with — ka), Guro GR jfé—é—mé (?) v rub; massage, rub down, {Beng GL
gbigbi, gbilagbila, PA gbi ?}.

3.4.9. Irregular reflexes in the following set can be easily explained by
the grammatical character of this word:

*gi postposition in-3 > Tura # gi rn inner part; pp in, inside; for; because of,
Mano NE, ZE yi pp in, inside, Guro BN gi, Guro #, GR ji rn interior;
thought; pp in, inside, Yaure HO, HP ki, ji, yi pp in, to, Mwan # yi/yi pp in,
inside.

3.4.10. There is a dozen of correlative sets where k- (or c- before front
vowels) appears in Gban, Wan and Beng, corresponding to g- (j-) of Dan,
Tura, Mano, Guro and Mwan (Yaure data are irrelevant here, because this
language has k- in both cases). Sporadically, k- appears also in Dan dia-
lects, Mano and Guro. Analysis of the sets provides no clues for establi-
shing any phonological conditioning which would explain the difference
of these series from Series 29 and 30, one one hand, and from Series 25-28,
on the other one. Therefore, I have to postulate a velar proto-phoneme
that would be different from both *k- and *g-. According to the logics of
the system, it may be an implosive phoneme*-.

Even in Gban, Wan and Beng, reflexes of *k- follow rather irregular
patterns; they seem to be conditioned differently in each of these lan-
guages.

Series 32:



SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
& § & 8 g K kg g kg kg

*&515 banana-3 > Dan (bl, k1) gl55, Dan (gw) gI35, k155, Gban ST Kl3-
Kli, k154, kwla-kli, kwla-i

*%0l6 boat-1 Tura # golé (?), Guro # gUIO n arch. boat; shuttle; car,
Gban ST Kla n transport, vehicle, Beng GL, PA glo

*ili burn-3 > Dan (bl) gu1y, Dan (bh, bn, gw, yi) g¢, Dan (gb) g%,
Dan (k1) g% vi, vt burn, Mano NE, VV gélé, ZE gele, Gban ST ké

*&3li cola nut > Dan (gw) g3, Dan (kl) g5, Dan (bl) g3, Tura # g66,
Mano ZE g5 g5, Guro #, BN, ST, GR goli, Gban ST gwé, Mwan # goo,
Wan # k3li

*ka die-1 > Dan (bl, gw, k1) ga vi die; n death; end (of month, etc.), Tura #
ga vi die; disappear, heal (of wound); vt kill, Mano ZE ga vi die; get ripe, Guro
#, BN, GR ga, hab. gaa vi die; dry up; ripen; n death, BN j& n illness; burial,
Yaure HP ka adj dry, Gban # ga vi die; n supernatural force; disease, mutila-
tion, Mwan # ga vi die; dry; adj dead; n sickness, Wan # ki, Beng # ga n
death; adj dead; vi die

*kan& foot, leg > Dan (bl) g&, Dan (gw) g¢, Dan (kl) ja 1 foot, leg;
handle (of recipient), Tura # g&& rn foot, leg, gé&-yaa n time (when counting),
Mano NE, ZE g rn foot, leg, Guro #, BN gant rn leg, Yaure HO cil, ki,
Gban ST g&, Mwan # gaa, Wan # c rn, Beng GL, PA ga n leg and foot;
wheel

*&5né male, man-1 > Dan (bl) g35, Dan (gw) g5 n man, (bl) husband,
Dan (gw) g5 1 husband, Dan (bl) g5, Dan (k1) g> rn husband, Tura # g55 n
husband, g55 n male; man, Mano NE, ZE, VV g5, pl. g5a, Guro # ging, GR
gwa-ng, Yaure HP kwl5-m> n man, Gban ST ko n male, Mwan # gwlZ n
man, male, Wan k3-1€ n man, male, Beng # g0

*k& pumpkin > Dan (gw) gA n pumpkin (sp.), Mano ZE ga, Guro # g3,
BN j§, Gban # gi n pumpkin; water-mellon, Mwan # ga n melon, Wan # cin

*kGa river-2 > Dan (gw) gwa n big river, Dan (bh) gwa n sea, Dan (bl)
gwa-ga, Dan (gb, gp) gwa n Sassandra river, Dan (kl) gwa n river, Tura #
glia n big river, Wan # kda

? *3nan) proverb-2 > Dan (gw) gwyt), Tura # g&l n story, Guro GR
gwana, Mwan # g55, Wan # gl5n (?), Beng # kap (?)

? *k&a look-2 (to) > Dan (bl) ga, Dan (gw) ga vt look at, Tura # gaa vt
look at, Wan # 1¢-g& (?) vt look at, Beng # ca



? *kuli round-2 > Dan (bn) ghtatir, Dan (bl) k135k15, Dan (kl) gl{ygly,
Mano VV kélékele, Guro # kelee adj, Gban # guu, gbuu, Wan # gluu n
round; adj round; adv in round, Beng # klili

In fact, *k- may be also reconstructed for some sets included into se-
ries 29-31 where Gban, Wan and Beng forms are missing.

3.4.11. *kp- is reflected as p- in Guro and Yaure, and as kp- elsewhere.
Series 33:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
“kp kpokpkppp ke kp kp kp

*kpini bend-1 > Tura # kpii vi bend oneself backwards; vt bend backwards,
Guro #, ST pini vi bend down; vt fold, ply

*kpé all-3 > Dan (bl) kpé-kpé, Yaure HP pé-r3 ?, Mwan # kpé, Beng #
kpa (?)

*kpa centipede > Dan (bl) kpa-klti, Tura # kpéa-i n centipede; scolopen-
drid, Gban ST kpa n centipede (sp.), Mwan kpl5 (?)

*kpé chair > Tura # kpéi) n earthen bed, Mwan # kpe, Wan # kpe n
chair, stool

*kpand cowrie-2 > Dan (bl) kpl35, Tura # kpiéé (< *kpdd>-wé€), Mwan
kpd>

*kpala dry-2 > Dan (bl) kpae, Dan (bn) kpéé, Dan (gp) kpi4, Dan
(gw) kpéé€, Dan (kl) kpad, Dan (gw, yi) kp&e adj dry; thin (human), Tura #
kpé¢ adj, Mano VV kpala-kwa adj dry, dead (tree, etc.), Mwan # kpaa adj
dry, Wan # kpala vt make dry; roast; vi heat oneself

*kp> fish (water dweller)-2 > Dan (k1) kp>-ni, Mano NE, ZE, VV kpaa,
Guro #, BN, GR p3, Yaure HB p5, Wan # kpd

*kpion knee-2 > Dan (bl) kp3g5, Dan (gw) kpizygd, Dan (kl) kpivgd,
Dan (bh) kpléd, Tura # kpéy rn, Mano ZE, VV kptio, Guro BN, GR p9¢,
Yaure HO p6, Gban ST kpé, Mwan PM kp5, Wan # kpén-gboli, Beng GL,
PA kpé

*kpa put-2 > Dan (bl, gw) kpa vi lean (on — 643); vt cover with (sth. — ta),
Tura # kpad vi lie down; vt put; make lie down; bend, Guro # pa vt put; bury;
follow (smb. — zii0); vi help (smb. — ta, va), Yaure HP pa vi help (smb. — va); vt
do, Yaure HB pa-la vt put over, Mwan # kpa

*kpalén shin > Dan (gw) kplad-ga (?), Mwan kpad, Wan # kplén,
Beng # kplo-yono

*kpéte-kpe short-2 > Mwan # kpétekpe, Wan kpétekpé, kpété-kpé



*kpoti stone-2 > Mwan # kpoti, Wan kpoti
*kpolén unripe > Dan (kl) kpo, Tura # kpolo, Mano ZE kpolo, Guro #
pE€E-né (?) n young man; youth, Wan # kponiiy

3.4.12. There are several irregular sets with predominant kp-. Some of
them can be explained through borrowing from other languages:

‘coco nut' > Tura # kpakt, Guro # kpad, GR kpao, Mwan # kpako,
Wan # kpako, Beng # kpako (a wandering word in Cote d'Ivoire, cf. Bete
kpako, Baule kpako, kpako)

We have some other sporadic irregularities as well, and it is difficult
to judge so far whether they reflect some phonological or morphonologi-
cal features of the proto-language (such as the archaic class prefix *N-) or
if the irregular forms simply do not belong to the comparative sets:

? *N-kpini cheek-1 > Dan (bl) kpér), Dan (gw) kpiZfj, Dan (kl) kpén,
Tura # kpi’ni/, Guro #, ST, GR, BN bini (a voiced initial consonant in Guro,
one would expect *p-)

? *N-kp3lt hump-2 > Dan (bl, gw, kl) kpa fin bump (on body); hump;
callus, Tura # kpt rn hump; bump, Mano ZE gbt (?) n bump (on the skin),
Guro BN, GR pdlu n BN knot, GR bump, # pola n knot, or GR pd n fist,
Yaure HO pét ? n hump, bump, Gban ST kpti n hump; fist, Wan # kp3,
Beng PA puf (?) n hump PA; knot (in wood) GL (a voiced initial consonant
in Mano; p- instead of kp- in Beng)

? *kp3in road-2 > Dan (bl) kpén, Dan (gw) kpiD), Tura # gbén-1&, Guro
(nya) VV gbai, #, BN gb0l, Yaure kp, Wan # kp) (one would expect kp- in
Tura, p- in Guro)

3.4.13. Generally Proto-SM *¢b- > b- in Guro, > p- in Yaure. In the rest
of the languages it remained unchanged.

Series 34:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

8b g gb gb b p g g gb b

*gbgn arm > Dan (gw) gb31), Dan (bh, yi) gbié, Dan (bl) gbia$, Dan
(dh) gbiy, Dan (kl) gb$ 11 arm, {cf. Dan (gw) # gb31) n branch (of river),
brook,} Tura # gbé rn, Guro BN, GR, VV b& rnn arm, {cf. bt n branch}, Yaure
HP:73,75,77 pé ~ pt rn arm, Mwan # gb& rn arm; foreleg; side



*gbdi) baboon (Papio cynocephalus) > Dan (bl) gbdn, gbd), Guro # baa,
Beng # gbon n chimpanzee

*abid bachelor > Dan (gw) # gbdd, {Dan (k1) ci-gba (< Jula)} Tura # n31
gb&lah n sterile woman, Guro # bia, Mwan gba-k35 n bachelor {Beng #
cegba n bachelor; spinster (< Jula)}

*¢ba3 bamboo-2 > Dan (bl) gbongbd n bamboo, Dan (gw) gbad, Dan
(k) gbdfy n bamboo Bambusa wvulgaris, gb3) n West African bamboo
Oxytenanthera abyssnica, Tura # gban-waa n raphia, Guro #, GR bao, Wan #
gb33-pd (?)

*gbaa bat-4 > Tura # gb4a (?) n squirrel (sp.), Guro #, BN ba n flying
fox, Mwan # gba-ng, Wan # gba

*¢b&n branch-2 > Dan (gw) gbé1) n branch (except that of a palm), Tura #
gbaa n branch (except that of a palm), Mano ZE gbaa, Guro BN, GR, VV b
rn, Mwan # gb&, Wan # gbg

*gb3nghbdn bucket > Dan (bl) gbdhgbd, gbdgbd, Dan (gw) gblfigbs,
Tura # gbligbtif), Wan # gbongbon (?) n basket

*gbi chase (to) > Guro # bi, BN bi, bié vt chase away, Yaure HB p;,
Mwan # gbi

*gban cry-2 > Dan (gw) gbai) n noise (of a croud), Tura # gbaa n noise,
Guro # bad vi shout, (si) BN ba vi cry (of animal), Mwan # gbé, Wan # gbe-
k5 vi shout, cry, Beng # gbé vi shout; cry out, scream

*¢ba drive in > Dan (bl) gba, Dan (gw) gba vi go in; take place; hit (sth. —
64); beg (smb. — 63); vt drive in, fix; organize, Tura # gbfif?l ot drive in, fix; lay
foundation of (house); vi start (+ ger.), Mwan # gbaa vt put in, set (trap), Wan
# gba (?) vt sting; pierce

*gba give (t0)-2 > Dan (gw) gba, Dan (bl) gbaa, Dan (kl) gba vt give
smb. (sth. — ka), Tura # gba vt give smb. (sth. — gd); n gift, Mano ZE gba vt
give smb. (sth. — k), Guro #, BN ba ot sacrifice (sth. -- ya) to; honour smb., give
a honourable gift, Yaure HO pa vt offer sacrifice to, consult (fetish), Gban ST
gba n gift; dowry (paid by bridegroom), Mwan # gba vt worship (fetish), Beng
GL, PA gba vt give smb.; sacrifice

*gba granary-4 > Dan (gw) gba n granary in the house, Gban ST gba

*gbini heavy-2 > Dan (bl) gbif, gbif), gbil, gbigbi, Dan (gw) gbil, gbfi,
Dan (k1) gbib) adj hard, difficult; thick (cloth); vigorous, Mano ZE gbini, gbii,
Guro # b&é, Wan # gben, Beng # gbia adj heavy; weighty

*gb3n5 intestine-2 > Dan (bl) gbif), gbif, gbAn, Dan (gw) gbl1, Dan
(k1) gblttx (?), Tura # gb5n3, Guro # buia, Gban # gbﬁ, Mwan gb3, Wan #
gbon



*gbilén long-2 > Dan (bl) gb&, gben), gbii, gbiin, Dan (gw) gblés adj
long, high, profound; remote; adv far away, Mano ZE, VV gbai adv far away,
Yaure HO p5lii ? adj long, Mwan gb33, Beng # gbl&j

*gbeli night-2 > Dan (bl, gw, k1) gbén, Tura # gbti, Guro #, ST béli,
Guro (yasua) béyi

*ebd pot-2 > Dan (bl, gw, k1) gb3, Tura # gb3 n pot; hive, Mano NE, ZE
gb35, Guro #, BN, VV b5, Yaure HP, HO p5, Mwan # gb5, Wan gb3, Beng
# gbd n bowl

*gba roof-2 > Dan (bl) gba, gba, gba, Dan (gw) gba, Mano ZE gbaa (?)
n roof; ceiling; kitchen, Wan # gba vt roof

*gbl son > Dan (bl, gw) gb¥ rn son; brother’s son (for a man); elder
sister’s son (for a woman), Dan (k1) gb¥ rn son; brother’s or sister’s son (for
both man and woman), Tura # gbé rn son, Mano ZE gbé rn, Guro ST by,
Yaure HP pi rn son, Mwan PM gbé, Wan # gbé rn son; elder brother’s son

*¢bana thigh > Dan (gw) gba-b1%, Dan (bl, kl) gba, Tura # gbaa, gba,
Guro # bolo (?), Gban ST gb6, Mwan gblo, Wan # gbla (?), Beng #, GL
gba

*gbalan thunder (to) > Dan (kl) gbld, Tura # gbala , Mano ZE gbana n
thunder, lightening, Mwan gblan n thunder, Wan # gblan

*gbéle tick > Dan (gw) gbAA n tick of dog, Tura # gbée, Mano ZE gbog,
Guro GR bélée-né

*gb0soro tobacco-1 > Mwan # gbosrd, Wan # gbosrd (cf. Odienne Jula
gbosoro, Baule gbosro, gbosrd)

*gbg wait-2 > Guro ST, BN, VV bé, Wan # gbs

In the following set 6- in Guro may be an erroneous transcription (it
was already mentioned that in H.-Cl. Grégoire's data 6 and b are not very
well distinguished):

*kaAné-gb> calf (anat.) > Dan (gw) g&-gb3, Guro GR gani-H3 (= gina-b3?)

Most probably the element gbs in Dan, b5 in Guro is the same as in the
lexeme 'pot'.

3.4.14. In yet another correspondence, Guro and (presumably) Yaure
have gb-, exactly like the rest of the languages of the SM group. There
seems to be no reason, however, to reconstruct a special proto-phoneme:
in all probability, these sets are spurious, resulting from independent re-
cent borrowing from Manding or Baule.

Series 35:



SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

*

qb g gb 7 gb gb gb ? g 7

albino-2 — Dan (gw) gbanbg, gbai) n light-skinned albino, Dan (kl)
kpaflée n albino, Tura # gban, Guro # gbabtl, gbabilt, Wan # gbaablis n
redhead, red-skinned albino (cf. Odienne Jula gbdnbére, gbnbéelé 'light-skinned
albino")

box — Guro BN gbo n box, case; suitcase; coffin, Yaure HO gbogbo,
Beng # gbogbo n basket (cf. Jula gbéngo, Baule gbogbo, gbogho 'basket')

cannon — Guro GR gbélé n bomb, Gban ST gbl€ n bomb; burst (< Jula
gbelé)

'kitchen' > Dan (gw) gbaat (< Jula gba-bugu), Tura # gba-kwii (< Jula
gba?), Mano NE kpaa n kitchen hut; rice storage hut (and the surrounding
area), Guro # gbabti, gbat (< Jula gba-biigu), Mwan gbabii (< Jula gba-bugu),
Wan # gba n extended family (including collaterals) (< Jula gba ?)

hyena-4 — Yaure # gbogbolo, Wan # gboglo (cf. Baule gbéwlo)

padlock — Tura # gb0l0, Guro # gbokolo (cf. Maninka gbdoro, Bamana
g6goro, Baule gboklo, gboklo)

3.4.15. Before upper vowels, *gb- > b- in Wan:
Series 36:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

*

qb g gb gb b p gb gb b gb

*eb0 excrement-1 > Dan (bl, gw) gbo, Dan (k1) gbo rn excrement, gbod
vr defecate, Tura # gb6, Mano NE, ZE gbo, Guro ST b0, Guro # 60 (?),
Yaure HB pb, Mwan # gbo n excrement; waste, Wan AT bu, Beng GL, PA
gbo

*gbila pull (to)-3 > Dan (gw, gp) gbiv¥, Dan (bh, bn) gblot, Dan (bl)
gblAR, Dan (k1) gbiéé, Tura # gbié ot fix; drag, gbie-14 vt carry away, Gban
ST gbfé vt drag; sing in chorus, Wan # bila vt pull; draw

*gbilén trace-2 > Dan (bl) gbld, (gw) gbl?, gltt rn, Tura # gbdls,
Wan blij

3.4.16. It seems that in Beng *gb- > b- before -¢.

Series 37:



SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*ab g gb 7 b ? ? gb g b

*gb&(-t&) big-3 > Dan (gw) # gbé adv? many, much; several, Tura # gbé&€
adj large, wide, Mwan # gbéng, gbété, Wan # gbété (?), Beng # bée

*gbelan shoulder-2 > Dan (bl, gw, k1) gba rn shoulder, wing, Tura #
gbd, Guro BN béa-pa, Mwan gbé-1on n wing, Wan # gblét rn wing;
shoulder, Beng # ban-cén) (< gbgan-cén ?) n wing («shoulder-feathers»?)

3.4.17. As usual, there are leftover sets where some languages display
irregular forms that are difficult to intepret because of their isolated chara-
cter. They may be displaying some non-trivial morphonological or phono-
logical features of the proto-language or simply be unrelated:

*gbalé difficult > Dan (bl) gbéé, Dan (gw) # gbdd (?), Dan (kl) gbuita
(gbunti?) adj difficult; (bl) hard, solid; strong; (bl) vt compel, {Wan # kpalé,
kpdle adj difficult; hard, solid} {Beng GL goli adj difficult}

*gban shed-2 > Dan (gw) gba n shelter, Dan (gw) gbdf) n drier (for
coffee, cacao), Tura # gbda n scaffolding (to chase birds); drier, gbar) n drier for
coffee, vessels; pallet (poor bed), Guro #, BN ba n shed (for cooking, for rest);
enclosure; palaver house {Mwan # kpaa}

*gbelén squirrel-3 > Dan (bl) gbéf), Dan (dh, ka) gbéi, Dan (gw) gbid,
Tura # gbin, Guro # b33 (?), Yaure HO p5334, {Gban ST kp3 n squirrel (sp.)}
Mwan PM gb&, Wan # gbé n western palm squirrel, Beng # gbl&é

*? parrot > Tura # gbaagbaa, Mwan # gaagai

*¢bani smoke-2 > Dan (kl) sé-gbé, Tura # gbé€, Mano ZE gbai, {Guro #
@51 n smoke; smell (unpleasant), GR cé-gwéi smoke} {Gban ST gimi} Wan #
gbani, Beng # gbia

*gb&na dog-2 > Dan (bl) gbé, Dan (gw) gbé, Tura # gbéé, Mano NE,
ZE gba, Guro # ban3, Yaure HP plé, Mwan # gbaa, Mwan PM gbaa, Wan
# gba-ng, {Beng GL jén, Beng PA jén n dog; tetanus-like disease believed to
result from beating a dog to death or seeng a dead dog)}

*gbalin bug-2 > Dan (bl) gbAw, Dan (gw) gbluif), Tura # gbai n flea,
Guro GR bali, Gban ST gba (?) n bedbug, flea, louse, Mwan # gbt, Beng #
kplds (?)

3.4.18. Reconstruction of *kw- in Proto-SM is problematic. As we can
see from sets given in divisions 3.4.1.-3.4.3., kw- often emerges in Tura,
Mwan, Gban, and sometimes in other languages, too, from combinations



of the types *kUIE, *kUIA, *kUE, *kUA through reduction of the first
vowel. There are several sets where kw- is present in (nearly) all the lan-
guages of the group, but it is still not quite clear,

— whether it has monophonemic status in all the modern languages;

— whether it was *kw- or *kU- in the proto-language;

—if it was *kw-, whether it was one phoneme or a biphonemic complex.

Let us consider these sets one by one. The set 'white man' can hardly
be traced back to Proto-SM, taking into account its semantics:

white man — Dan (bl, gw) kwi n European, white man; city dweller,
europeanized man, Tura # kwi n European, white man; colonizer, Mano NE
kdi, Gban ST gbi (?) 1 foreigners.

This root is also represented in South-West Mande, but it is most pro-
bably a migrant word.

For three other sets, a biphonemic cluster can be reconstructed (accor-
ding to the above-mentioned model of vowel reduction):

*k3lE nest-3 > Tura # kwée, Gban ST kwlé

*k0& year-2 > Dan (gw) kwt, Dan (kl) kwg, Dan (kl, bl) kwé, Tura #
kwee n year; day, Mano ZE k&t, Gban ST kwé, Beng PA kué;

*k31& loom > Dan (gw) kweg, Guro VV kolg, BN kil&.

As for the last set, 'door’, the Tura and Mwan forms testify for the
reconstruction of *k- rather than *kw-. kp- in Mano and Beng is yet to be
explained, as well as the «resonant + vowel» clusters in Dan dialects:

*kén door > Dan (bn, gw, kl) kwéé, Dan (bh, yi) kwéé, Dan (bl) kwéi,
Tura # k61, Mano VV kpdn, Mwan PM ko, Beng # kpilj (?)

So far, these sets can be interpreted more or less satisfactorily without
postulation of *kw- in Proto-SM.

3.4.19. Reconstruction of *gw- encounters problems similar to those
with *kw-. In section 3.4.8. (Series 31) the process of emergence of gw- in
some modern languages through reduction of a labial vowel after *g- was
considered. There is still another series (although scarcely represented)
that probably reflects *gw-. Its main features are v- in Mwan and g- (in-
stead of gb-) in Beng.

Series 38:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
2*qw g g 8w g g k¢ ? v gw g



? *gwéElz iroko tree > Dan (bl) g¥%, Dan (gw) g¥¥, Tura # géli, Guro #
gwélé, Mwan # ve-yri, Wan # gwe, Beng # guité

? *gwi stomach, belly-4 > Dan (gw) gwi, gwii, gli rn stomach; inner
side, Dan (bl) g, Dan (gw) gu, gtu pp in, inside; n (bl) inner side, Tura #
gwf rn stomach, gi' rn inner side; character; moment; pp in, inside; for, Mano
ZE gi' rn outside of belly, Yaure HP ci, cl rn inside; stomach, Mwan # vi.

3.4.20. The principal difference of the next series from the preceding
one is in the Wan reflex: kw- or k-, instead of gw-. By analogy with the
reflexes of *& (cf. 3.4.10.), I reconstruct an implosive labialized velar conso-
nant *Kw-:

Series 39:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
?*kw gqwgw g g 8w k qw v kkw g

? *kwag ceiba tree (Ceiba pentandra)-2 > Dan (bl) gw&é-Itls, Dan (gw, k1)
gwg, Tura # gwée, Guro # g5e€, Gban ST gwe, Mwan # gwa or v&, Wan #
kwe

? *kweéle stone-1 > Dan (gw) gwa, gy, Dan (kl) guy, Dan (bl) ghs,
Tura # gweé n stone; rock, Mano ZE, VV gelg, Guro #, BN g5lg, GR gwélg,
Guro (Yasua) VV gvlg, Yaure HO kdlg, Gban ST gwa n stone; rock, Mwan
# v1€ n stone; rock, Wan # kl¢, Beng # gle

3.5. Resonants

3.5.1. Generally *y- > y- in all modern languages. Two main allo-
phones of this phoneme can be reconstructed, [y] in the oral context and
[7] before a nasal vowel.

Series 40:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

*,

y y Yy Yy Yy y Yy Yy Y Yy

*yaa bear, give birth-3 > Guro BN yaa vt, Yaure HP ya, Mwan # ya/ya,
Beng # yi
*y3na bitter-2 > Mano ZE y35 (?), Guro BN yanana, Mwan # yia (?)



*y31) breast-3 > Dan (bl, gw, kl) y5, Tura # y5, Mano ZE y5, Guro BN
y3 rn breast; nipple, Yaure HO y5, Gban ST yi, Mwan # y5, Wan AT y53p,
Beng GL y3, Beng PA y5

*y5g5mé camel (< Manding pdgdmé) > Tura # y5>mia, Mwan y35ma,
Wan # y3g5mé, Beng # ySmé

*yana cane rat > Tura # yana, Guro BN ya, Wan # y>leé (?)

*yana carve (to) > Dan (bl) ya, Dan (gw) yA, Tura # ya, Mano ZE y3,
Guro # yia, Gban ST yl4, Mwan # yaa

*yi day-2 > Dan (bl, gw) yi, Tura # yi n day (in some names of holidays),
Guro ST, BN yi, Yaure HP yi, Gban ST yi, Mwan # yi

*yi-& dream-2 (*sleep + ?) > Dan (bl) yia, Dan (gw) y£¢, Guro #, ST yag,
Gban ST y3, Beng # y5

*yad evil > Dan (bl) ya, yaa, Dan (gw) yaa adj bad; ugly; evil; unpalata-
ble, Tura # y66 adj bad, Mano ZE, VV y35 adj bad; ugly, Guro #, BN yaa vi
be bad; ache, yﬁ.né adj bad, evil, Gban ST ya n evilness; egotism, Mwan # y53
adj bad

*y0lo flow (to) > Guro # yvl0, Gban GR yo

*yie good-3 > Mano ZE yié adj good, Yaure HO yi adj good; n goodness

*yaé grass-3 > Dan (bl) yaa n wild sugar cane, Dan (gw) y& n thatching
grass, Tura # yéé, Gban ST y&, Wan # y&é

*yU fetish, idol > Tura # yo, Guro VV y0, (BN jo n mask of fabric (<
Jula)), Yaure HB y0, Mwan PM yo, Wan # yo n fetish; mask

*yi-na lie down-2 (*sleep + ?) > Guro # yia vi go to bed, Yaure yira,
Mwan # yila

*y{ia nose > Dan (bl, gw) yl rn nose, Dan (kl) yti (?) rn snot, nasal
mucus, Tura # ytiti, Mano ZE yii, Guro # ya, Gban ST yi, Mwan # yi, Wan
# yé Beng # y;é

*yel€ pit-2 > Dan (gw) y&-ga, Dan (kl) yg, Tura # y&¢, Guro #, BN, GR
yEl& n hole (of animal), burrow, Beng # yre

*ya postposition with-2 > Guro # ya, Gban ST y€ pp with; by, Wan ya

*y3nti push > Dan (gw) y33 vi push (sth. — 63); ot gather (together —
kwda), Tura # y5 vi push (sth. — ta); vt pile, Guro BN, GR yﬁnﬁ ot push;
press

*ya(-na) sit (to)-2 > Dan (bl) ya, Dan (gw) ya vi sit down; live; seize;
begin (do smth — 64) vt make sit down; put, install; wear (hat); cultivate; write,
Dan (bl) yaant, yaand, Dan (kl) ya-ant vi sit down, Tura # yaa vi sit
down; live; marry (of woman; with — g%); be vigilant (against — g?); ot make sit
down; put, locate; install; give for marriage, Mano NE, ZE ya vi sit down, vt



set, Guro # yana, Yaure HB ya-na vi sit down, Gban ST y& vi sit down; vt
seat down; install, put, ya vt put, install, Mwan # ya-la, Wan ya, Beng GL ya

*yi sleep > Dan (gw, bl) yi, Dan (k1) yi n sleep, Tura # yi n sleep, Mano
NE, ZE yi, yi 1 sleep, Guro BN yi 1 sleep, Yaure HO yi n sleep, Gban ST yi
n sleep, Mwan # yi-de vi sleep, Wan # yf vi sleep, Beng # yi vi sleep; vt sleep
with, have sex with; n sleeping

*yana sufferance-1 > Guro # yané, Mwan yra n anger, ferocity, Wan #
yra

*yéna sun-2 > Dan (bn) yaa, Dan (gw) yAD, Dan (k1) yéz, Tura # yaa,
Mano ZE, VV yén3, nlé n sun; day, Guro BN, GR yilf, Yaure HO yi—dé,
Gban ST yeé-vé, yé-8, Mwan # yéré-t¢, Wan # y&-té n sun; or éli n day, Beng
# yigbié (?)

*yao trade > Guro BN yaa, GR yaa, Wan # yao

*yi water > Dan (bl) yi, Dan (gw) yi, Tura # yi, Mano NE, ZE yii n
water; river, lake, pond, Guro #, ST yf, Yaure HO yf, Gban ST y'i', Mwan #
yi, Wan # yi, Beng GL, PA yi'

*yéna work > Dan (bl) yii¥, Dan (gw) ya, Dan (kl) y& (y2?) n work; (bl)
vi work, vt make; fix, mend, Mano NE yénzza. n farm; agriculture work, or,
Mano ZE ya-bo, yé-b6 n work, Guro ST yana, Yaure HP yna-ma, Mwan
PM ye, Wan # yre, VV yére n agriculture work; work

*ya3 yam (Dioscorea gen.)-3 > Dan (gw) y& n yam, Dan (kl) y& n staple
food, Tura # yaa, Guro #, BN ya, Yaure HP, HO yaa, Gban ST yo n soft
yam, Mwan # y33, Beng # y>>

3.5.2. There is a limited number of sets where w- in Gban, sometimes
in Wan or Beng corresponds to y- in other languages. w- can be interpre-
ted as the result of a contextually conditioned change from *y-, the condi-
tions being different in each of the languages.

In Gban, the change *y- > w- took place in disyllabic words where the
consonant had preceded a labial nasal vowel (‘oil palm' being the only
exception from this rule; the Gban form w) 'big oil palm' can be, in fact,
unrelated to the other forms in this set). In Beng ('yesterday-1', 'laugh (to)")
the change occured in disyllabic feet before front vowels (cf., however,
'three-2" in 3.5.3., where n- < *w- before a nasal vowel, *w- < *y- before -a).
As for Wan, there is only one example available ('sand’), which is insuf-
ficient to establish any rule.

Series 41:



SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

*.

Y y Y Y Y y yw Yy yw yw

*ylid eye > Dan (gw) ya-ga, Dan (bl, k1) ya(-ga) rn eye; colour, Tura #
ya rn, Mano ZE yié rn eye, yia rn colour, Guro ST yi¢, Guro (nya) VV yUé,
Yaure HO yU¢, Gban ST wa, Beng # y>-wlé

*yGin3 0il-2 > Dan (bl) y5, Dan (gw, kl) y5, Tura # y55, Mano NE, ZE
y5n5, Guro #, BN y5n5 n oil; fat, Gban ST wil 1 oil, fat, Mwan # yr5, Wan #
y&i n oil; fat, Beng # yr3 n oil; fat

*y>3 oil palm > Dan (bl, gw) y5 n oil palm wine; alcoholic drink, Tura # y5
n oil palm; plantation of oil palms; oil palm wine, Mano ZE y5 n wine, Guro #,
BN y5, Gban ST wb n big oil palm, Mwan PM y5

? *y3na yesterday-1 > Dan (bl) yia, y@&, yii, Dan (gw) ya3, yia, Tura
# yad, Mano NE, ZE yala, yola, Guro # yii, Gban ST wig (?), Mwan # yaa,
Beng # yé-nd n evening

*y>mii blood-1 > Dan (bl, gw, kl) y35, Tura yii§, Guro BN, y&i, GR
yaé, Yaure HP yé, Gban ST w5, Mwan y£§, Wan # yémi, Beng # wan)

*y€ll break (to)-3 > Dan (bl) y¢, Dan (gw) y& vi spoil, break; vt break; cut;
ply, Tura # yé¢, Mano ZE yé vt break; ply (clothes), Guro #, ST yéli, Yaure
HP yee, Gban ST yl¢, Wan # ad vt break; cut, Beng # wa

*yéli laugh (to) > Dan (bh, gw, yi) yii, Dan (bl) yéi, Dan (kl) yii, Mano
ZE, VV yéi vi laugh (at — m>), Guro BN, GR yéli n laughter; smile, Gban ST
y€, Gban (bk) VV yeéré n laugh, Beng # wla

*yéng sand > Dan (bl) yAn, yAn, Dan (gw, kl) yéé, {Tura # k&t (<
Manding? cf. Maninka kipé, Mau c£)} Mano VV yié-sélé, Guro # yang, ST
yéné, Gban ST y&, Mwan # yré, Wan VV wép

3.5.3. The only special feature of Series 42 is *y- > g- in Wan. There
seems to be no evident phonetic conditioning of this elision at the seg-
mental level. As for the suprasegmental conditioning, the tonal system of
Wan is still insufficiently clear; still, we can notice that among the Wan
forms in the Series 42, words with high and rising tones (if we take a foot
as a single unity) predominate, middle tone is rare, and low tone of the
entire foot is not attested, which is in striking contrast to the Wan forms of
Series 40 and 41. It seems appropriate to hypothesize that the elision of
the initial y- in Wan is conditioned at the suprasegmental level. Verifica-
tion of this hypothesis depends on the progress in the description of Wan
and in the reconstruction of the suprasegmetal level of Proto-SM.



Series 42:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

*,

Yy y Yy Yy Yy y y Yy o Yy

*y0Obi ashes-2 > Dan (bl) yo6, Dan (gw) y00, Dan (k1) y66, Tura # ytie,
Mano ZE yué, Mano VV yubé, Guro yii, yibi, Wan # Gt1, Beng # yépé

*y€ll break (to)-3 > Dan (bl) y¢, Dan (gw) y& vi spoil, break; vt break; cut;
ply, Tura # y&¢, Mano ZE yé vt break; ply (clothes), Guro ST yéli, Guro BN
yélf, hab. yéﬁé, Yaure HP yee, Gban ST yl¢, Wan # ai ot break; cut, Beng #
wa

*y3na egg-3 > Dan (gw) yaa, Dan (kl) ya, Dan (bl) y3, yaa, Tura #
y?ifi, Mano ZE yfiﬁ, Guro # yfﬁnfi, Gban ST y?i, Mwan # yr§, Wan 35 n eQg;
grain

*yié end-3 > Dan (bl) yii, Dan (gw) yA vi finish (sth. — 64), Tura # y& vi
stop, cease, Mano ZE y& vi finish (sth. — m3), Guro # yaa vi end, vt finish,
Yaure HB y3, Gban ST y& vt stop, cease, Mwan # ya/ya vi finish (sth. — I¢),
Wan 5 (?) vi finish; vt finish, Beng # ya vi be finished with; be healed; vt finish

*yoli hide > Guro # y30, Yaure HP y>3 vi hide oneself; vt hide, Wan # 6li

*yva illness-2 > Dan (gw) ydd, Dan (bl) yua (yua in composita), Dan
(kl) yud, Tura # yid, Mano ZE yaa, y>a, Mano VV yaa, Wan # & vi ache

*yisee (to) > Dan (bl, gw) y¥, Dan (kl) y& vt see; find, Tura # yé, Guro
#, ST y1, Prf. yé, Yaure HP yi, Gban ST ye vt find; gain; vi exist; n riches,
Mwan # ye/yé, Wan # é vt see; find, Beng GL, PA yé, PA ye vt see; find

*yéla shame-3 > Dan (gw) y¥¥, yi¥¥y, Dan (kl) yé¢, Dan (bl) 13, Dan
(bn) 1AA, Tura # y&¢, Mano ZE, VV yélg, Guro GR yéla, Mwan # yra-la,
Wan # éli, Beng # yé-yré

*yaaka three-2 > Dan (bl) yaaga, Dan (kl) yadga, Dan (gw) yaaga
num three, Tura # ya-ka num three, Mano NE, ZE yaaka, Guro BN yaa, #,
GR yaa, Yaure HP yaaga, Gban ST yia, Mwan # yaga, Wan 3, Beng #
nan

3.5.4. In Series 43 we observe elision of the first vowel in disyllabic
forms (*yEIV > IV) in Dan, while the final vowel becomes a back unroun-
ded one (other examples are in the set 'lion’, see Series 44, and 'shame-3/,
see Series 42). This process is certainly recent, and its progress is unequal
in different dialects (for more on this problem see [Bearth & Zemp 1967:
27-8]); Kla-Dan seems to be among the least advanced. Of special interest
is the form for 'tree' in Dan-Gweetaa and Dan-Kla, for which a following



process may be reconstructed: *yili > *yli > *luy > diii. 1. e., unlike in other
words of this series, and unlike in Dan-Blo, the resulting *I- was identified
with an original initial consonant, which is d-.

Taking into account the weak representation of this series, it is
difficult to formulate its conditioning with certainty, but it is still possible
to advance some hypotheses. The elimination of the first syllable begin-
ning with *y- in Dan dialects occurs when the vowel of that syllable can be
reconstructed as oral, and the vowel of the second syllable of the proto-
form cannot be more closed than the first one, which is probably a
condition for the stress on the second syllable, cf. the situation in modern
Guro [Vydrine 2003].

Series 43:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

*,

Y o y y y y y y yo Yy

*y3d descend-2 > Dan (bl) y33 vi descend; vt swallow, Dan (gw) 155, Tura
#ydd

*yili tie-1, bind > Dan (bl) 1%, Dan (gw, bn) 1¥ vt truss; (bl) tie; catch;
steal, Dan (kl) yil*‘& vt tie, fasten; truss, Tura # yele, Mano ZE, VV yele,
Guro # yui, Yaure HB yiLi vt tie; plait, Gban ST ye ot attach, Mwan #
yre/yré, Beng # yre

*yili tree > Dan (gw, kl) di1, Dan (bl) Iti1, Tura # yili, Mano NE, ZE,
Vv yili n tree; stalk, stem, trunk; wood, Guro #, ST yili, Mwan # yli/yli, Wan
# yl&¢, Beng # yli n tree; wood; gun

3.5.5. In Series 44 we regularly find j- in Beng, Yaure and Guro (in the
latter, in one case, we find z-). Wan, Mwan and Gban are less systematic,
but the scarce representation of the series provides insufficient data to
establish rules. The proto-phoneme that can be reconstructed for this
series is *j-.

Series 44:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

s

] v oy oy iz Iy Iy By



*jatima (or N-jatima?) cat-1> Dan (bl) ydd, Dan (gw) yiimaa-n4, yiia,
y34, Dan (kl) yadamd-ni, Tura # yama, Guro # zawo-né, GR zao, Gban ST
yau, Beng # nian, jama; jakama (< Jula?)

*d15 chain > Dan (bl) y5, Tura # y33-b&é, Mano ZE yd5 n chain;
necklace, Mwan # yr3, Beng # jr>

? *jasa fence (< Jula jasa ?) > Dan (bl) yasa n fence; yard, Mwan # j3sd,
Wan #jdsd

*ala lion > Dan (bl) 143, Dan (gw) 133, Dan (kl) yira, Tura # yaa,
Guro #, BN jtla, Yaure HO jaLa, Mwan # jra, jara, Wan # jara, Beng GL
jata n leopard (< Jula?), jra n lion

*jaba onion > Dan (kl) yaba, Tura # yaba, Mano ZE yaba, Guro BN
jaba, gaba, #, GR jaba, Yaure HO jaba, Gban ST jaba, jaa, Beng GL jafla,
PA jafla

? *jufa pocket (< Manding jufa < Arab. jawf cavity, hollow ?) Dan (bl)
yu¥, Dan (gw) yAX, Dan (kl) yéé, Mano ZE yﬁfél, Mano VV yffa, Beng
GL jufan, Beng PA jufa (independent borrowing into single languages is also
probable)

In the following sets, forms with j- may be borrowed from Manding,
so that reconstruction of *j- remains tentative:

? *jesé thread-1 > Dan (gw, gp) ye€, Dan (bl) yee, yeé, yee, Dan (kl)
y&é n cotton, Tura # y&i, Mano VV y&é, Beng # jesé n thread; cotton (<
Manding jésé?)

? %515 net > Dan (k1) yd5 n fishing net; hammock, Mwan # yr> n net,
hammock, {Beng GL jo, PA i5, j5 n hammock, GL 3 n fishing net (< Jula j5)}

3.5.7. Proto-SM *w- > w- generally in all the daughter languages.
Series 45:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*w w w w w w w w w w

*wi affair, matter-2 > Dan (bl) wii, Dan (gw) w3, Dan (k1) w3 (wé?),
Tura # wii, Mano NE, VV w3 n deed, matter, Guro ¢ wi{, Yaure HO, HP:85
wi, wi

*wil break (to)-2 > Dan (bl, gw) w1 vt break; vi break; be ill (of head),
Dan (k1) wi, Tura # wi, Mano ZE wi vt break, shatter, Guro # wii, Gban
ST wi, Mwan # wi/w{ vt break, destroy, Beng # wi ot break; interrupt



*wiio cry-1 > Guro ST wii, Guro BN wu n cry, Yaure HB w3, perf.
wld v cry, Gban ST wo v cry, Mwan AY wi n weeping

*wo do-5 > Dan (bl, gw) wo, Tura # wd, Guro # wo, hab. wo, Gban ST
woO, Mwan wo/wo, Wan # wo ot perform, accomplish, Beng # wo

*wbdla enter-3 > Guro #, BN wbdla, Mwan # wla/wla vi enter, vt let in,
Wan # wid, wid vi enter; vt put on

*welg face-2 > Dan (bl) w¥, w¥¥-d¢, wyw-d¢, Dan (gw) wii, Dan
(k) w¥¥-1¥, Tura # wég, Mano NE wele, Mano ZE wélg, Gban ST wa rn
face; appearance; aspect, Mwan wlE rn

*wala knife-6 > Tura # wéld, Mwan PM wla

*w) lie down-3 > Dan (bl) wd, Dan (gw) w) vi lie down; spend a night;
live; vt put (on — ka), Mano ZE w5, Gban ST wo vt put

*wi meat, animal-2 > Dan (bl, gw) wu, Dan (k1) wu, Tura # wii, Mano
NE, ZE wii, Guro # wi, Yaure HP wi, Gban ST we, Mwan # wi, Wan # wi

*wéni monkey-3 > Dan (bl) w5, Dan (gw) wb>, Dan (ka) wou, Tura #
wéi, Mano NE wéi, Yaure HO w&né, Gban ST wl\i (?) n monkey (sp.),
Mwan # woo, Wan VV wéi n monkey (any sp., except for chimpanzee)

*wa negative copula-5 > Mano wa, Beng # wa

*w3né oilpalm grain > Dan (bl, gw) wa, Dan (kl) w¢, Tura # wé, Guro
# w3na n kernel of oilpalm grain

*wenl pestle > Dan (bl) w¥1, Dan (gw) w1, Tura # wél, Guro # wiini,
Mwan # wli

*w) pour-3 (to) > Dan (gw) wen, Dan (k1) wed) ot pour away, throw
away; sow (by throwing), Tura # wl, Guro # waE vt pour, spill

*wee search-2 > Guro # wEE vt search, look for; have sex with (woman),
Yaure HB wee, Mwan # wes/wéé ot desire; make love with (woman)

*wan] tail-1 > Dan (bl) wag, Dan (bl, gw, kl) wéi, Tura # wi{, Mano
VV w3ii, Guro # wéli, Gban ST wi rn tail; end; backside, Mwan # wee, Wan
VV wep

*waga thousand-2 > Dan (kl) wad, Tura # wad, Mano VV waa, Mwan
# waa, Wan waga

*waati time-3 (< Arab. waqt) > Tura # wda4ti, Mwan # waati
(independent borrowing into single languages is also probable)

*woU voice > Dan (bl) wd, Dan (gw) wb, Dan (kl) wo n voice; speech;
language, Tura # wbb, Mano VV wau

In Kla-Dan, the resonant is palatalized before -i, *wi > yi:
*wil speak-3 > Dan (bl) wé, Dan (gw) w1 vi speak; shout; cry (of animal);
sound (of musical instrument); accept (sth. -- 63); n sound, Dan (kl) yf vi, Tura



# wil vi speak; cry (of birds); greet (smb. — 6a); n talk, chat, Mano ZE, VV wéé
n word, speech, Guro #, DI wi, hab. wé vi speak, produce a sound, Yaure HB
wi, impf. wé vi speak, Yaure HP wei n language, Mwan we/wé vi speak; cry
(of animal), Wan # wéi, Beng # we vi agree; answer, wei) n voice; language

3.5.8. In Wan *w- > g- in the same suprasegmental context as the one
mentioned above (cf. 3.5.3.) *y - > o- (see also the sets 'urine' and 'salt'
below). A side effect is the labialization of the remaining vowel (*wE > U):

Series 46:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*w w w w w w w w o w

*w3né bone-1 > Tura # wéé n bone; nucleus; pit (of fruit); grain; essential
part; thread; unit, Mano NE, ZE wélé n bone; nut, kernel; seed, Guro #, BN
wlé n grain; bone, Yaure HO wélé n grain, Gban ST wli, wli n grain; seed;
stone (of fruit), Wan # 51), Beng # wlé n grain; bone

*wdn) firewood-3 > Dan (bl) wd, Dan (gw) w3, Tura # w66, Wan # 1)

*wéni' mortar-3 > Dan (bl) 1¥, Dan (gw) wly, Dan (kl) 11G-kt (?), Tura
# wiit, Mano ZE, VV wél, Guro BN w3li, GR woli, Yaure HO wéi, Wan #
oli

*wea wine > Dan (gw) wé n alcoholic drink, Tura # wii, Guro # wa,
Yaure HB wg, Gban ST wi, Mwan # w&g, Wan .

3.5.9. In Dan-Blo and, occasionally, in other dialects, *wVIV > IV, much
in the same way as it happened with the elision of the initial syllable *yE-
(cf. 3.5.4.). Until a reconstruction of Proto-SM vocalism is performed, it is
difficult to formulate the conditions in which this change took place; let us
just assume that the main factor was of a prosodic character.

Series 47 (see also the set 'mortar-3' in the division 3.5.8.):

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*w 0 w w w w w w w w

*weli louse-3 > Dan (bl) 1¥¥, Dan (bh) wl¥, Dan (gw, kl) wee n body
louse, Mano VV wit n headlouse, Guro # wéi ~ woi n body louse, Wan wer)



*wolo pick up > Dan (bl) 160 vt pick up (leaves), Dan (gw) wl¥, Tura #
w606, Gban ST wl3 vt pick up one by one, Beng # we

*welé rise (t0)-2 > Dan (b]) luu, Dan (gw, k1) wludy, Mano ZE, VV
WElE, wélé vi rise; get up (out of bed); fly, Mwan wl&E vi rise

*wle under-2 > Dan (bl) 1¥¥, Dan (gw) wl¥¥ pp under, below; toward,
Tura # wala (?) pp under, below, Mano ZE wii n bottom, lower part; floor; pp
under, below, Guro # w0, ST wlo pp under

*winé worm-2 > Dan (bl) 155, Dan (k1) w5 n dew-worm, Tura # w35-né
n dew-worm, Mano NE, ZE wéng, Gban ST wl5, Beng # nlté-1ér).

3.5.10. In Gban *w- > m- in nasal feet before a back rounded vowel;
the only Beng form in this series, "urine’, has nm-. The conditioning of this
change is yet to be further elaborated in order to explain why in some
cases the change does not take place (cf. 'worm-2' in 3.5.9.); for the time
being, the sets representing this correspondence are not very numerous,
and our understanding of the evolution of the SM feet structure is not yet
advanced enough.

Series 48:

SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng
*w w w w w w m w w, 0 nm

*w5na gray hair > Dan (bl) wlaa, Dan (gw, kl) wla n gray hair; (bl)
mane (of donkey, horse), Tura # waa, Guro #, BN w3na, Gban ST mia

*witini hair-3 > Dan (bl, gw) wii, Mano ZE wii, {wii-}wii, Guro ST wii,
#, BN, GR wi n hair; pp on, on the top, Gban ST mlé, Mwan # wi/wi

*wii urine > Dan (bl) wé-i, wé-&, Dan (gw) # wé-{, Dan (kl) wi-i, Tura
# wi-{, wé-{, Mano ZE wéi, wéi, Mano VV wé-yii, Guro # wid, Gban ST
mti, Wan # 61, Beng # nm3i) (?)

3.5.11. There is about a half dozen sets where g- appears sporadically
in Mwan, Wan, Guro, Beng and corresponds to w- in the other languages:

money > Dan (bl) witi(-ga), Dan (gw) wAi, Dan (k) wAA, Tura # wéi
n silver, Mano (Nzerekore) VV waéyi, Mano (Lola) VV walé, Guro # g3l
31, goli, go1, VV gwéi n silver? money?, Mwan # g>li, Wan # gdli, Beng #
wali

thousand-1 > Dan (gw) # gbly (< *g0l0 ?), Guro # wulu, BN wilid BN
two hundred (Zuénoula), two thousand (si), Gban ST wll



salt > Dan (gw) wee, Dan (kl) wée, Dan (bl) kweéé (?), Tura # wii,
Mano ZE, VV wéi n salt; soap (potash?), Guro BN w, Gban ST gié, Mwan
CF:56 wg, Wan # 5

fly, spring (to)-3 > Dan (gw, kl) wl¥, Dan (b]) 13, Wan # gluy

Reconstruction of the protoforms represents a difficult task — on one
hand, because of the irregular character of the correspondence, on the
other, because some of these words ('money’, 'thousand-1', 'salt’) are most
probably «migrants» and are easily borrowed because of their great im-
portance in the long-range commerce of West Africa. We find the same
roots in West Mande languages, and even there, forms with initial w- and
g- are mixed and represent a difficult task for the reconstruction:

money — Jeri wéri/o, wari, wéri, Mandinka kodi n silver; money,
Jaxanka kod-o, Xasonka godi n bracelet, Kagoro wori, Maninka wadi,
wadi, wori n silver; money, Bamana wari n silver; money; price, Marka-
Dafin VV wari, Kong Jula wari, Soninke godo/e, pl. -o n metal; monetary
unit; five francs coin; gold decoration

thousand — Loko wulu, Soso wulu, Mandinka wuli, Odienne Jula
wild, Bozo-Tieyaxo gulu

A special problem is represented by the set "head-1".

head-1 — Dan (gw) g5, Dan (bl, kl) g5 rn head; edge; handle (of
instrument); theme, Tura # wii rn, Mano ZE wii-kélé, Guro #, BN, ST wid,
Yaure HO wiilo rn, Mwan # 1gblo, ngblo, Wan # 66-1glo, Beng GL plg,
Beng PA wli

The set is very irregular, it suffices to say that it is the only word in
Mwan with a prenasalized consonant.’? It looks as if some languages
(Mwan, Wan, Beng; probably Dan) have preserved a trace of some unpro-
ductive prefix 7j- that prevented the initial consonant of the stem from the
weakening. Anyway, this problem needs further consideration.

One of the solutions would be to consider forms beginning with g-
unrelated to forms in other languages.!> Another solution is to reconstruct
a separate velar proto-phoneme, e. g. *x-, whuch would be supported by
the West Mande evidence (cf. in the Xasonka language belonging to the
Manding branch: x7i1) 'head', xooxo 'salt’).

12 This fact has created a special problem for the practical orthography of Mwan.

13 There is also a probability that all forms with internal -I- result from bor-
rowing from East Kru languages, cf. Bete wiilii, Godie wiilti, Dida wlii. However,
even if these forms are borrowed, the problem of the irregular correspondence g- -
w- still remains.



4. The reconstructed proto-SM system of initial consonants is as
follows:

*p >(-t *C (?) >(-k *kp
>(-b >(-d *]' *g *gw (7) *gb
*f *s *x(?)

*z
*6/m *din *yin * *fw (?)  *wld

Appendix: Correspondences of initial consonants in South Mande languages

Series SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

r I A ff f p pop
2 p PP p foor f f~r  f-pp
3 Ny p p P foo? B- ? b byp
s f  f F f f F f f f f
5 f f f f f f F f f
6 *b b b b v f p b b b
7 *6 b b b b b b b b b
8 *6/, [m] 16/, 16/, 16/, [m] 6/, 16/, [m]/6/, [m] /6/,[m] 16/, m
[m]  [m] [m] [m]

9 *b b b v v f p bom bm v
10 *t t t t t t t t t t
11 *t t t t c t t t t t
12 2%t t t t t t t t t d
13 *d d d d d t d d d d
14 *d d d d, z dz t d d jd z
15 724 d d d d t d,t d t d
13a *N-d d d d nod d d d d
16 * d d~1 1 d~1 d~1 1 d~1 d~1 1
17 *d [*n] n/dl nldl nll/ n/dl n/ll  nll n/dl  nldl n
18 *d d d~1 1 d~1 d~1 1 d~1 d~1 y
19 *s s s s s s s S S S
20 *z Z Z z z s z z z z
21 *z z z z z ] z z z y



Series SMande Dan Tura Mano Guro Yaure Gban Mwan Wan Beng

22 *z z z z z ? S z z,5 S
23z z z ? j ? z ? ? z
24 ¥e? z z z j t z d t d
25  *k k k k k k k k k k
26 *k k k k c c k k, ¢ k c
27k k k k k k k k 0 w
28 *N-k k k k k k g k k k
29 % § & 8 g k 8 8 § 8
30 g § 8§ 7 g§~j (€?) g 8 §
31 % 88w, ggw & gw g gw kkw gw  gw g gb
gb

32 % § & 8 § kK kg g kg &k
33 kp kn ko kp p kp kp kp  kp
34 *gb gb gb b b p gb gb gb gb
35 “gb gh gb ? gb gb gb gb gb 7
36 *gb gb gb gb b p gb gb b gb
37 *gb g gb 7 b ? ? gb gb b
38  qw g gw, g 8 g k c ? v gw g
39 kw  ggw Jw g g 8w k qw v k kw g
40y y v oy y oy y y y oy
a1y y oy oy y ¥y yw oy yw yw
2 %y U U y oy
48 oy Y y oy oy y ye y
4“4 U bz by by iy
45  w w w w w w w w w w
46 w w w w w w w w o w
47 *w 0 w w w w w w o w
48 *w w w w w w m w w,e nm



Abbreviations

adj — adjective

adv — adverb

AT - Halaoui et al. 1983

bh — Bhleewo dialect (Dan)
bl - Blo dialect (Dan)

BN - Benoist 1977

CF - Fleming 1995

CL - Claire Grégoire 1988
GL - Gottlieb & Murphy 1995
GR - H.-C. Grégoire 1976; H.-C. Grégoire 1990
dh — Dhoowo dialect (Dan)
gb — Gbaaple dialect (Dan)
gp — Gbapenwo dialect (Dan)
gw — Gweetaa dialect (Dan)
hab. — habitual form

HB - B. Hopkins 1987

HO - B. Hopkins 1982

HP - E. Hopkins 1987

ka — Ka dialect (Dan)

kl - Kla dialect (Dan)

MB - Prost 1953

n — Nao dialect (Tura)

NE - Neal et al. 1946

PA —Paesler 1992

RV - Ravenhill 1982

perf. — perfect

ptp — participle

rn — relative noun

SM - South Mande

ST — Le Saout 1973; Le Saout 1979
vi — intransitive verb

vt — transitive verb

VV —my unpublished data
w — Waalu dialect (Tura)

yi— Yiiwo dialect (Dan)

ZE — DeZeeuw & Kruah 1981
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